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tions which the war with Spain engendered and
the war upon the Filipinos fostered. But as the
decade has rounded out, evidence of a return to
the ideals of Jefferson and Lincoln accumulates.
“Back to. democracy” is,a, gmying sentiment—
not in the gerre-of turning brckward toward dead
ideals that’lfave beerr.discarded, but in the sense
of agairgoing forwird.foword living ideals that
have beelj far a time ignofdds *..}
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* "During this momentous decade there have been
times of pessimism, and there have been times of a
silly optimism worse than pessimism; but there
has come a time also of rational optimism. We
hailed its dawning three years ago (vol. vii, p.
627), and we identify its presence now. This
period of industrial awakening, The Public was
begun to promote. Wars and conquests intervened
and distracted public attention; but the wars are
past, the emptiness of conquest is realized, and the
political conflict between what Raymond Robins
calls the Group of Plunder and the Group of Toil
is broadly open. The Public therefore begins its
second decade with infinitely better opportunities
for serving its purpose than circumstances permit-
ted at the beginning of its first, and may with
entire appropriateness reproduce, as it does in the
department of Related Things of this issue, the
editorial greecting it offered in its initial number
ten years ago. What that greeting was then to
the beginning of our first decade, let it be now
., the beginning of our second.
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The Eleventh Volume of The Public.

When he volunteered, without other personal
interest than his interest in the service he be-
lieves The Public renders to fundamental democ-
racy, to raise a sustention fund to assure its con-
tinued publication (vol. x, pp. 1081, 1088), Dan-
iel Kicfer promised to advise our readers in due
time of plans to be formulated for making this
fund effective by placing the paper upon a basis of
income which would relieve it from further de-
pendence upon any fund. This promise is now
partly redeemed with a statement from Mr. Kiefer
on the 21st page of the present issue.
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To Mr. Kiefer’s statement let us add that the
cleventh volume of The Public, of which this issue
is the first, will close with the final issue of De-
cember. The twelfth volume will then begin with
the first issue in January, a shifting back from
April which had been considered and decided upon

Eleventh Year.

prior to the change in the proprietorship of the
paper. One other alteration should be explained.
The publication date has been shifted from Satur-
day to Friday. This is because the day of print-
ing has been shifted from Thursday to Wednesday.
The object of the latter change has been to as-
sure the delivery of the paper over as wide a terri-
tory as possible within the week of publication.
The Public has gone into the mails at Chicago
regularly on Thursday nights and Friday morn-
ings, and yet it has frequently not been delivered
to readers even at such near-by points as Cleve-
land and Cincinnati until the following Mondays.
As the fault seems to lie with the post offices at

“points of delivery, and to be impossible of rectifi-

cation, the paper will hereafter be mailed at Chi-
cago a day earlier than heretofore—on Wednesday
nights and Thursday mornings, instead of Thurs-
day nights and Friday mornings.
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Christian and Jew.

We are criticized for speaking of the massacre
of Jews at Kischeneff (vol. x, p. 1154) as having
been perpetrated by “a Christian mob.” We did not
intend, of course, that any one should infer that
we supposed the murderous mob to be composed
of essential Christians. That would have been a
contradiction in terms. And if Jews had not
been the victims of this mob, we should have felt
no necessity for describing it as “Christian.”
But these Jews were massacred by a mob of par-
tisans whose impulse was their own conformity
and the Jewish non-conformity to conventional
Christianity. We might describe such Christians
as fetish Christians; but this seems hardly neces-
sary, since the context plainly shows that “Chris-"
tian” is used as the historical antonym of “Jew.”

+ +

Mr. Root on Immigration.

It is difficult to believe that Secretary Root is
really responsible for the interview which comes
back to this country in a Vienna publication.
Surely he is old enough to know that the same ob-
jections he makes to continental immigration were
made to Irish immigration in its day. Yet he is
reported as saying that the Irish were welcome.
So they were welcome, but not by the class of
Americans who corresponded then to the classes
that want to restrict immigration now. Has Mr.
Root forgotten the days when the Irish immigrant
was repulsed with, “No Irish need applyl” a
phrase so familiar that it became the refrain of a
street song? It is true enough, as Mr. Root says,




