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EDITORIAL

The Taft Candidacy.

When the Republican convention nominated

Mr. Taft for the Presidency, upon the platform

which it adopted, including the deliberate omis

sions as well as the specific declarations of that

platform, it went a long way toward establish

ing plainly in public apprehension the real issue

in American politics. -

*H

Mr. Taft is neither a plutocrat nor a demo

cratic pretender. He is an honest aristocrat. A

better representative of the aristocratic ideal

could hardly be found anywhere in American pub

lic life. To him there appears to be an upper class

and a lower class, a directing class and a working

class, a guardian class and a class of wards. Are

we considering the independence of the Philip

pines? The Filipinos should have independence

as soon as they are fitted for it, and meanwhile we

who are already fitted for it must help these back

ward ones up toward our own level. Noblesse

oblige! Are we considering labor questions?

Workingmen should be encouraged to improve

their lot, and there should be paternal legislation

to ameliorate their condition without menacing

“vested rights.” Noblesse oblige! Secure the up

per classes in their privileges, and they will care

for the lower classes who have no privileges. No

blesse oblige! Such is the philosophy which Mr.

Taft represents. The antithesis of democracy, it
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proposes patronage from above instead of growth

from within.

•+

And as with Mr. Taft the candidate, so

with his platform. In spirit and letter

it is the platfrom of a party that con

templates privileges for the few and pro

tection for the many. Like its candidate, this

party as it now clearly declares itself, would go

down among the people and do them good and

regulate their lives; preserving intact the while

the vested privileges which make such condescen

sion possible. If there is now left in the Republi

can party as an organization the slightest spark

of the old Lincolnian doctrine of democracy, that

the masses must redeem themselves, and that they

will do so if unburdened with the privileges of

“upper” classes, it appears neither in the character

of the candidate nor in the spirit of the platform.

•+

This is ‘not to be deprecated. On the contrary,

let us sincerely hope that a candidate and a plat

form so frankly aristocratic will draw to the sup

port of the Republican party, with enthusiastic

approval, all voters who are honestly hostile to the

democratic spirit. There is nothing in either

platform or candidate to complicate the issue. If

we are to go as a nation in the direction of the

aristocratic ideal, we could not do so with greater

confidence in the personal integrity of a leader

than under the candidacy of Mr. Taft, commis

sioned by such a platform as his. The party

might have nominated a demagogue or a pluta

gogue—a candidate without sincerity, or one who

stands for the supremacy of the Big Business

which respects no one's rights. It has done

neither. It has given us a fair-minded patrician,

to whom the judiciously guarded rights of plebi

ans are as sacred, narrow, though they be, as the

expansive privileges of his own class.
* +

Thereby the Republican party has relieved the

pending political contest of all diverting influ

ences. Aristocracy has through it thrown down

the gauntlet to democracy. Here is the man and

here the platform which the aristocratic spirit

thrusts into the arena. Both are free from guile.

There is no wickedness and no hypocrisy. Shall

our government be aristocratic in the truest sense,

or democratic in the truest sense? Shall govern

ment of all by an upper class, yet for the good of

all in their several stations, as that class sees the

good of each to be, supersede government of all

by all and for all? This is the welcome issue

which the Republican nomination and platform,

so frankly representative of the spirit of aristoc

racy, precipitates. It is an issue which gives

promise of a campaign of vital principle frankly

declared, in place of the campaigns preceding it,

with their masquerades of principle and their fury

of personalities.

*H, +

The Republican Labor Plank.

One of the planks of the Republican platform.

the plank on labor injunctions, is denounced by

many as deceptive. We do not read it so. It is

one of the fairest declarations in the whole docu

ment. It could not possibly have been any more

frank without disregarding every principle of

diplomacy in the formulation of public declara

tions. -

*

What the convention meant, and what Mr. Taft

stands for on this subject, is the utilization of

the autocratic process of injunction for the pro

tection of employers in the hiring of workmen in

the cheapest market. Labor injuctions are util

ized for the purpose of defining offenses against

property in particular cases, without the inter

vention of the legislature; they are utilized for

the purpose of defining as property the right to

make any kind of contracts of hire that a glutted

labor market affords; their violation is tested by

mere affidavits, and without living witnesses or

the benefits of cross-examination, and before the

injunction-issuing judge and without the inter

vention of a jury; the punishment is as absolute

ly in the discretion of the judge as is the finding

of fact. The writ itself is a survival of the auto

cratic power of the king, acting through his chan

cellor. It was manifestly intended by the Repub

lican leaders to preserve this autocratic power in

cases of labor strikes, and that is precisely what

the Republican platform, with almost brutal

frankness, demands.

•K.

It declares against any modification of the

process of injunction; and while it expresses be

lief in the desirability of a notice before the

process issues, except in emergent cases, it thereby

merely re-declares the law as it exists. The evil

of injunctions in labor cases is not that they are

issued without notice. Neither is it that prompt

hearings are denied. The substantial evil is that

they create judge-made law; that under them con

victions of crime are secured indirectly without a

jury; that the testimony is by affidavit, and that

there is no opportunity to cross-examine witnesses.

The innovation of labor injunctions—for these


