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The 'Public

He must be blind, indeed, who can-

not see that this much talked of in-:

-crease in wages is a voluntary contri-
bution to Mark Hanna’s campaign
fund. There isnoincrease among the
employes of competitive business.
It is only employes of trusts whose
wages are advanced. = That is proof
enough that the increase is given vol-
untarily by the trusts, and not forced
by conditions of the labor market.
And being given voluntarily by the
trusts, the inferenceis plain that their
object is to remove from the minds of
working men the deepening impres-
sion that McKinley prosperity is for
trusts and speculators alone.

We speak advisedly when we say
that in competitive businesses wages
are not being raised. An illustrative
instance is afforded by one of the
largest competitive mercantile houses
of Chicago. Itssales have immensely
increased. There is every appearance
in its business of exceeding prosperity.
But its working force has been only
slightly augmented, the old force be-
ing obliged to handle most of the new
business at the old wages. And
the wages of employes whose
earnings depend upon their sales
have declined, though their sales
have increased. Omne salesman
whose sales last year were fully
$10,000 greater than the year before,
made something like $200 less; and
the firm, of course, reaped a smaller
profit upon his larger volume of sales
than they had the year before upon
his smaller volume. This house is
doubtless a fair example. It would
appear to be true enough, then, as one
of the McKinley trade papers pleas-
antly explained last summer, that
the peculiarity of McKinley prosper-
ity is that it means more business at a
lower profit, and harder work for less
wages.

In some instances the pretended
increase of wages by the trusts, for po-
litiéal effect, iz an unblushing fraud.
The vaunted increase in the Cleve-
land factories, for example, still
leaves wages there lower than they
were when President McKinley took

his oath of office. Of how many other
instancee the same thing is true we
are unprepared to say; but it is doubt-
less true of most, and we shall
not be surprised to learn that when
all things are considered the benefi-
ciaries of this arbitrary increase of
wages, now so assiduously advertised,
will find their annual incomes no bet-
ter than in 1896, and worse than in
1893.

As to employes who are not classed
as “laborers” and are not organized
in unions, their wages have notably
fallen. Minor experts, clerks, book-
keepers, minor business men, all have
guffered; and they are doomed to suf-
fer more. From good incomes to
poor ones, from well paid clerkships
to badly paid onee, from $50 a week
to $25, from $25 to $18, from $18 to
$15, from $15 to $12, or $10, or $9, or
even $6,—that has been the course of
wages for employment outside the
mechanical and unskilled grades.
And the end is not yet. Are these
men to be bamboozled by the parrot
cry of “prosperity?”

When truste raise wages because
they can’t get help without doing it,
workingmen of all grades may hope-
fully welcome better times. But when
trusts raise wages out of their own
goodness of heart, workingmen who

| are wise will ask themselves what kind

of trap it is that the truste are thue
baiting with small chunks of gen-
erosity.

That bloody leseon which the Amer-
icans administered to the Filipinos on
the 4th and 5th of February was by
no means so effective as it was then
expected to be. Six weeks have gone
by and the Filipinos are still fighting.
Not only do they keep up an irritating
sharpshooting fire upon the Ameri-
can outposts, and almost daily engage
the American line at one point or an-
otherin skirmishes, but they fight also
within the American lines. Their
marksmanship is observed to be im-
proving, and American casualties are
increasing.

Gen. Otis is now reported as esti-
mating that this Philippine war,
which was to have been over in a day,
will be ended in three months. Heis
arranging, it is said, to utilize the re-
enforcements now arriving, by pene-
trating the jungle with parallel col-
umns and driving the Filipinos out.
That is more likely & movement of
newspaper than of military design.
It is exactly the kind of movement, at
any rate, that the Filipinos are appar-
ently trying to tempt Otis into mak-
ing. So far as they are concerned,
it could result only in scattering them
temporarily; while it would carry
many a poor American soldier to his
death by exhaustion and disease.

The real trouble at Manila, as some
of the reports begin to complain, is
that the Filipinos refuse to play ac-
cording to the rules of the deadly
game. If they would only meet the
Americans in a square stand up fight,
the Philippine question could be set-
tled quickly with modern guns. But
they obstinately refuse to do this. It
suitg their purpose better to worry the
American troops, which they appear
to be succeeding in to their entire sat-
isfaction. That at any rate is the in-
ference to be drawn from the guarded
official reports and the censorized
news dispatches.

American imperialists may con-
gratulate themselves upon the ap-
proval which Cecil Rhodes bestows
upon their policy, and increase their
sanguinary enthusiasm as they con-
template the programme he marks
out for them. Premising thatitisthe
duty of the United States to help to
give barbarians “a white man’s gov-
ernment,” he predicts that in the per-
formance of that duty the United
States will not stop with the Philip-
pines, but will go on conquering
until by force of arms Mexico, Central
America, and all South America, as
well as the West Indian islands, have
come under its rule. This sounds like
the passionate wail of an anti-expan-
sionist. But it isn’t. It is the hearty,
whole-souled prophecy of as villain-
ous an imperialist as ever trampled



