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PRICE ONE PENNY.
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«FETHE Land Question ineans

hunger, thirss, nakedness,
notice to quit, labour spent in
vain, the toil of years seized upon,
the breaking up of homes, the
misery, sickness, deaths of parents,
children, wives, the despair and
wildness which spring up in the
the when  legal

hearts  of poor,

torce like a sharp harrow  goes

sensitive and vital

All

over the wost

right of  mankind, this 1s
contained in the Land Question.”

Clerdined Metieniny.

Motes and Comments.

New South Wales.

In a vecent letter to Mr. . 5. King, hon,
secretary of the National Single Tax League,
Mvr, G. K. Deane, of Gosford, N.SW., says:

With regard to ourselves, T am pleased to sy that
the outlook is more than encouraging.  Nince the
advent of free-trade and direet taxation in this colony
things have been looking up.  Employment is more
plentiful, wages are higher, and altogether there is
much promise of a return to something like the old
prosperity.  In reference to N§  Tax work, new
activity is being displayed in the
Sydney, with the result that
doctrine ™ are continually beir
agony here 18 growing increas

converts Lo the ** good
mide, The protection
igly anpopnlar,

The Queen and Land Values,
The London Duily Mail says:

The news vecently civculated that the Queen is

No! What they Need
¥ AL to ‘Langd

Ly and suburbs of |

ACCESS TO LAND.

An Awkward Coincidence.

The Syduncy Sulletin says:

the
presence, needs, and expenditure of the general com-

The value added to the land of Tasmania by

munity totals about L8HLOL Fewer tlan 5,000
]u-]'mr;a have collared nine tenths of that increment.
And the othier TAOL000 persons in the island havent

| any idea how they are going o recover it, s

| not wore than 2 per cent. ol Lhese consider they have
any right to even hint at recovery.  Any legislative
measure which comes within cooey of o tax on lul

P'robably

- l')l"l‘ [ am free to say that I
) believe the present economic

condition of the country, the

misery of millions of our l'\el_.ln]p__
the vast numberof the unemployed,

call for reforms which, if they

could hut be brought alout, would

x.|=".|_\ dinnish the tendency to

drink, and that one of  those

reforms of  fan ll'.'I."‘[JiJI_'_: and un-

\].n-;l.]\.'i]-'!-' lu-lu-l‘h'-'n.-l' is the -"41.-1|'_:|"'

Tux, as =et forth lu}' its

wpreald
ipost lee, Hs-]“'l\ Georee.”

J""r'r:r.r—‘r 2 ,-’;'_ ”‘r‘f;".r;"!'.

Dr. Donald Macleod and the Land
Question.
The Rev., Dr. Donald Macleod, |;|gi_-‘;n“, al n

weeting in Glasgzow last month, said

Mt 1t struck hin that propric
becatne very valuable through th
anl
ought

s whose land

el beinge used,
aeatly increased
st responsibility that rested

wliose

W

Lo recogni=e Lhe

upon them i regard to the people who were set down

| upon their lund,

vilues is cheerfully Blocked by the House of Landlovds, |
That this Honse is elected solely by the 7500 persons |

who have snavelled the whole of the S5O0 0000 b
mentioned is merely an awkward coincidence,

In Dritain it is different. The Chancellor of

[ the BExchequer can bring in the taxation of

| House of Lords can't control.

making a new will recalls the fact that since the last |
one was compiled, twenty-tive vears ago, Her Majesty's |

W !‘ilh]l |l<l.‘i nmore lilil\l ll"_'l'].l'd.

From that time forth until the present day she has | .
' Fordimance that ever became operative law in

been in receipt of o Civil List amounting to elose
upon LHOO000 w year.  OF this the major portion is
assigned to definite heads of royval expenditure, but
LO0,000 per annum is devoted to what is called the
Queen’s privy purse, and constitutes her pocketanoney,
of which no account is ever asked,  Besides this, she
has at her disposal the revenues of the Duchy of Lan.
caster, which have amownted on an wverage 1;4 LG 000
a yvear wore.  From this it will be seen that after
having all the expenses of alimost every o ivable
character defrayed out of the Civil List, she has w sum
of at least £120,000 cach year to dispose of as she
chooses, and which she is known to have set asiie,
This in itself vepresents aominimum of £7 200,000,
and, when it is remembered that the revenues of the
Duchy of Lancaster ave all the time increasing, the
yield last vear being noless th o £90,000, as compired
with €60,000 ten vears ago, and that, moreover, the
Qieen's sevings heee beew most Jnelicionsty invested for
the most Jrart e fewed seliiede hees diere fteed i.".lrufrr\'f e .u.fl'n-"rr'

voe vl we dwring the last half-century, it is no exagpera. |

}_iun lu] estimate the present fortune of Her Majesty
rom these sources wlone as in the neighbourhood of
£20,000,000, ° Ninhs

L2000 o year, \f\'hln‘ll amounted to some £460,000, the
tjor portion of which was most judiciously invested
in land in South Keusington, whivh was af fhaet (5
fittle else than waste grownd, bt which to-duy ix pro-
.l.r.'er,r ot e porv wquea food than i ws ,rul;-.’q i
wiper gy e, The fortune beqqueat hed by the
Consort is estimated Lo have (

Yotrs
t Prince
e abtained at the preseut
day the minimun value of £3,000,0040,
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| able-bodied man and woman to work at

It is further stated that the Prince Consort saved |

land values in his budget proposals, which the
It can be carried
in exactly the sme way as Sir Wi, Harcourt's
fanious * Death Duties’” Dudget.

The Most Iniquitous Instance of
Class Legislation.
The most absolutely unjust and  one-sided
this country was undoubtedly the Statute of
Labourers passed in 1349, and re-enancted in
1351, Tt ,in f:il'l,.‘l\t.‘l”['m]‘t to re-establish
slavery  under legal [ts injury and
oppression were adl for the poor and its benefits
all for the rich.

forms.

It not only compelled every
such
tasks as the authorities thought proper, but
fixed the rate of witres a8 well, It ].n-\u-nlu-ll
all free competition by compelling the labourer
to work only in his own district, though there
were three or four exceplions to this made in
favour of specially skilled workers. The objects
of this atrocious statute are obvious, and it the
Peasant Revolt had not frustrated them
clock of social progress in England would pro
bably have been put back for an indefinite time,

the

Land Laws of this country are examples of class

| the land to the children of men

In a general sense it mway be added that the!

legislation of anything but a creditable kind. a remaker of what man has made ;

Their land ™ is vood from a minister of that
Gospel that teaches that the Creator has given
The Il!'li}i]l
have been robbed of their patrimony in the
land ; they are charged so
yard and the fate of
wmnotl pay the price demanded is often a howe
in the slums. We read in the Old Book of how
Isaiah denounced this swindle and called aloud
to the H]mﬂl'r'a' to restore to the I|l>||]|‘|}\ their

much per square

For its use, those who

Iillli]."«.

Why spiritual

possess the same faith in God's justice!

alviser
Why

arve they always :Llnlnlzlfillg to the rich to be

can't our modern

more merciful to the poor and the disinherited ?
When are the poor Lo have justice! '|‘||'-‘\ can
:||r-_\' to
iu'|'||||‘-\r||| to

only labour on the land
the
And

1|1Li,|-\.-.-1;.-1-,

1
how long are

continue to pay to rich for

toil on the Land ! how long are we to
sutter  the the _\.\|||].;11||.\‘ and
sentiment of the Christian Chureh in favour of
the vested interests !
the Church.

nothing  from

These are |![1l'.\1ill]1h for
To the ]II'I\II]I’ we say |'_\|u>g't
privilege  but
charity and you will suffer no disappointinent ;
that on the  full
responsibility of how you are **set down on the
land.” It is the will of the Crestor that
some mortals should pay a price to their fellows

monopoly and

and remember you rests

not
for pl‘]':ni.ﬂiun to use our common mother earth

it is the will of and  what
Parliament has done Parlinment can undo.

Parlianment,

What is man born for but to be a reformer,
A renouncer

T}ll'y have (I}ll'l'.‘ltl'li for centuries to t-l"’i“.]‘“'_‘r’ of falschoodl; a restorer of truth and .l_{mn];

| of the general interest of the country, and they | imitating the

at Nature which embosomns us

lei” |1]:Lt‘l' o most lIII\\':I.I'I'.‘I.IJi:Lh]v DOW e -'{llll o :1”__ .'|,1||I \\|'|.i|‘h -.E|-|-I|_~. no moment on o oan n]d

quite fortuitous increase of wealth in the hands piwst, but every hour rvepairs herself, vielding u

of one class at the expense of all the others.

!" [ ;'xr.li!‘.\' ” 'a r/‘hf

jevery ||nir'uirl'_: il with

pulsation & new life,

e ijl\_ .l]l'l

every

Euwerson,

e ——
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A Weekly “Single Tax.”

Mr. W. Cuapvaxy Wricur says:—“ T should
say that the progress made in Scotland would
justify you making the attempt, that is if any
reasonable offers of support are made, 1t is all
very well to use the existing press in England,
but a regular weekly publication would have a
very great influence in rousing owr members to
wetive work.
would be felt. Without something of the sort
members will not attempt to attack (single
handed as they feel themselves) a world of
oppusition. Tt is by destroying this feeling of
loneliness that a paper effects great results.”

Mr. Frep Skigrow writes:——“ 1 have seen
our friends at Shipley and Bradford. All are
of opinion that in a very short time a weekly
Single Tarx would pay its way: and what is
more, they are all anxious for the change and
would be willing to help you all in their power.
When one looks at the penny rags that are
published, and which must pay or they wouldn’t
w0 on, it may well be asked, * What is to prevent
a bright, intelligent paper, like yours, and with
such a grand mission, from working its way
into the hearts affections  of all  true
reformers 7"

Mr. Epwixy Apam writes: 1 fully recripro-
cate the paragraph in the December Single Lo
which asks, why not have a weekly issue? So
much 15 now being crowded out of the monthly
Mr. Murray got a capital hearing at
We seem to have lots of

}Lll[l

issue,
Jedburgh last weelk.
supporters here.”
Mr. Louts H. Berens writes: 1 would do
anything in my power to make the Newgle Tar
weekly o sueeass. [ certainly think the past
career of your paper entitles it to the support
.'||1|] \:onﬁill'.lu-{-. of all Hing]u ri..'l‘.\;l'l‘ra'. I.[’l. me
know in what manner I can be of assistance to
vou, and keep me posted of your proposal.”

Socialist Economics.

A eiticisi of the Paphlet tssued fy e
Socicty, catitled * Capital wid Loadd.”

Fraloieen

Y WM. CASSHLS,

This pamphlet is called  Capital and Land ™
not by aceident but evidently by design, for the
intention of the writer or writers is manifest on
every page s it is to render absurd and useless
the separat ion in thought of Capital and Land.

At the beginning we are told that “The
]n':u'lil';ll alm of Socialists with |'|'.g:|.t‘(l to the
materials of wealth is the emancipation of land
and industrial capital from individual and class
ownership and the vesting of them in the
community.”

Now if we analyse this sentence we find land
and industrial capital placed under the general
term *materials of wealth,”

That Land A material wealth
incontrovertible, and being « material of wealth,
it cannot be wealth itself it requires something
to be superadded to make it wealth.  In the
siune way, 1f Industrial Capital be a material of
wealth it cannot at the same time be wealth,
and per contra, it it be wealth it cannot he a
material of wealth.  Taken either way the
statement is illogical and leads to the vitiation
of thought. Tt may be said this is a qguibble,
but s moment’s thought will show that it is a
vital  eriticism that  Land is the only
nmaterial of wealth. The statement is somewhat
analogous to that made by a schoolboy in an
examination paper, when he was asked what.
were the I-l'inl'ip:d ]n‘nrhu:le« of the Tnited
States, and he replied, © Fruit, apples, and
S0 omuch for the }n'.'u‘tir.‘l] atm of

1s of 15

and

tomatoes.”
Socialists.

The writer or writers there go on to say that
“land and capital are instruments with which

man works for the production of wealth material |
and |
Now, it is important to notice that |

for the maintenance of his existence
comfort.
though in common talk we separate the two,
and though political economists have given a
seientitic dignity to this rough classification of
the instruments of production, distinguishing

as land that which has been provided by nature,

and as ‘capital” that which has been made by |
" a suburb full of houses let va repairing leases :

human industry.  The distinction is not one
which can be clearly traced in aluu]ing with the
actual things which are the instruments of
production, because most of these are com-
pounded of the gifts of nature, and the results
of human activity.”

That is where the advantage |

| be seen in the relics of great civilisations, such i
| houses and streets have been constructed on

| insurance company insuring land.

| capital

In the first place, classification into land and |
is not merely the classification of |
connmon talk; it is a classification in the nature |
of things like that of *“man and nature,”
nature and art due to a commaon pm‘ceptionl
of a position and environment necessary to the
exertions of human industry, and to the common
understanding of man that he has not created
that position and that environment.

How transitory the human element is may

as the Pre-Tnean.

Let man but disappear or be cut off from
existence for a few years, and where will the
great human element which is intermingled |
with land go to! Tt will pass away. DBut land, |
nature, position, will remain for man when he |
shall appear again.

The classification into land and capital is not
a rough classification, secause it is not capable
of conerete manifestation; no classification 1s |
The idea of classification involves |

A conerete classification is an

concrele,
abstraction.
;Lh.-ml'liit,_\:
Again, the classitication of the elements of
production into land and capital has not been
given a scientific dignity by economists without |
A scientitic man could make no other |

reason.
classitication ; for science must be logical. We
are not inclined to throw overboard the

economics of the economists, with its occasional
absurdities, for the Fabian Socialist economics, |
with its abstract of all the absurdities of all
the economics,

Another point worthy of notice 1s that while
land and capital are necessarily compounded, |
or, to speak more correctly, while capital 1s |

very generally compounded with land, it dm-.-;g

not follow that the values of land and eapital
cannot be clearly separated, indeed they are
separated daily, no one has ever heard of an
Insurance
companies separate  the value land from
improvements or the value of capital daily.
While it is true that such undertakings as |
railways, canals, mines, ete., are necessarily
compounded of land and capital, yet there is |
no capable manager of any of these things who |
will not give you a separate valuation of the
two clements.

of

All through this pamphlet there is such an
inconsistent mixture of terms that one is not |
surprised that the writers should accept false
conclusions, indeed if they ever come to any
correct. conclusion it must be by acecident. i

There is a speeial word for Land Nationalisers,
in which category, Henry George and perforce
all Single Taxers are included.

“Land Nationalisers,” it is said, “go so far
with Socialists that they work for the extinetion
of private property in land.”  We must demur |
to this as applicable to Single Taxmen. Single
Taxmen do not work for the extinetion of |
private property in land. They work for the
extinction of property in land, the state, in |
their view, has no more right to the land than |
the individual has: the state being merely a |
collection of individuals. How much does 36
million nothings come to?  Single Taxmen
want the values of land to be taken for common
purposes, but they want the land not in the |
hands of the state but in the hands of the users
of land, as we say in Seotland, we want the
land vestored to the people.

It is pointed out as an argument for the
nationalisation of capital, that landlords have |
been robbing Irish tenants and everybody of
their wealth (or c;l.pita] as the writers ._-;;1_\'],‘:”11]
it is said that we are prepared to treat as sacred
capital acquired by thefts of this kind.

Not so fast, Mr. Fabian. We do not look
upon such wealth as sacred, but we are more
anxious to stop the drain of wealth in the
future than to follow any such will of the wisp
as this.

“The landlord” (says this Fabian Pamphlet) [
“compels the worker to convert his land into a
railway, his fen into a drained level, his barren
seaside waste into a fashionable watering place,
his mountain into a tunnel, his manor-park into

and lo? he has escaped the land nationalisers : |
his land is now become capital, and is sacred.”

We had scarcely believed it was possible
even for Socialists to write such a nonsensical |
}'J.'ll'ugl‘u-l-h as this.

| was now known as the Single Tax.

| spoke, the next election would be fought; it was

| subject of the day.

In the first place the land is not converted
Into a railway ; the fen into a drained level ;
the barren sea-side waste into the fashionable
watering place ; the mountain into a tunnel ;
the manor park into a suburb full of houses;

| in every case the land is still there and has not

been converted into anything. A railway has
been constructed on the land, the fen land has
been drained, a fashionable watering place has
been made of a barren sea-side waste, a tunnel
has heen drilled through the mountain, and

wanor park land.

Under the Single Tax regime the values of
these lands would be taken in taxation, along
with increased values due to the increased
competition for such lands. This would be the
case, suppose such conditions were possible,
after land values were all taken for public
purposes. But how does the landlord compel
labourers to work for him under present con-
ditions? Simply because he owns the element
essential to all production. But when all land
values are taken for public purposes the land
speculator is killed; and if there be sufficient
opportunities, as we believe, for all men, Labour
will be compelled to work for no man.

Captain Pirie, M.P., on the
Single Tax.

LAND MONOPOLY IN ABERDEEN AND THE
GLASGOW VICTORY,

Speaking to his constituents at Woodside,
on the 17th December, Captain Pirie said:—

The greatest reform of the land laws which could
take place was the Taxation of Land Values, or what
It was in this
direction that the real solution was to be found for
those ideas at present tinding expression in Socialism
and Collectivism, for the Socialist and Collectivist
ideas otherwise impossible and impkacticable.  And
the Taxation of Land Values was no robbery, and no
application but one of the justest and fairest measures
which any one could conceive. In this matter, as in
everything that was good, Scotland was taking the
lead, the city of Glasgow taking a pre-eminent part in
pressing on the reform. When he spoke last in Aber-
deen the Municipal elections in Glasgow had not taken
place. They had now, and out of the 25 wards in
Glasgow, 49 members were in favour of the Taxation
of Land Values—a clear majority of 28 of the Town
Couneil in favour of that principle. To bring matters
nearer home, he asked his awlience to consider the
paragraph that appeared the other day to the effect
that in the Finance Committee of the Aberdeen Town
Couneil various sites were mentioned as suitable for
the new Post Ottice, and the prices were stated as vary-
ing from £30,000 to £50,000. Who made those sites
worth from £30,000 to £30,0007 It was not the
preseut owners of them. It was the community of
Aberdeen.  Therefore, it was only reasonable that
the ground should be taxed for the benefit of the
city of Abeedeen. Yet the present state of thines
were supposed by some people to be in accordance witl
the principles of right and justice! 1t was the firns
belief that on this great question of the Taxation of
Land Values, involving the other reforms of which he

= 3 R a
question on which the Liberal party could again be-
come united and strong: for it was a question that was
grounded upon the prineiples of righteousness, in
which the mental and physical welfare and the happi-
uess of the community depended.

Captain  Pivie  was repeatedly cheered
during his address. We heartily compliment,
him on this straight pronouncement. Tt shows
a grasp of the Land Question such as few
Scotch Radical M.P.’s possess, and the courace

(=]

| to speak out these truths that the people can
| understand.
| the boldest thought will not be too bold for

Mr. John Morley has said that

him : Captain Piric does better —he examines
the boldest thought, and when he discovers in
Socialism and  Collectivism nothing but the
impossible and the impracticable, he doesn't
rest content with a mere negation but offers as
a reasonable and just remedy for social evils
the boldest thought practicable and possible—
the Taxation of Land Values.

The government as well as the ruling classes,
know in their secret hearts that the Land

| Question contains all social questions ;  that

with its solution all special privileges would
disappear, and that this question is the leading
Yet, while they pretend to
care for the well-being of the masses, and while
they raise for them benefit societies, factory
mspe!:tion, income taxes, aye, and eight-hour
working days, they carefully ignore the Land
Question.—Count Leo Tolstor.

Ask all Candidates for Municipal and Parliamentary Honours this Question—
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Right to the Use of the Earth.
(From Chapter [X. ** Social Stafies.”)
BY HERBERT SPENCER.

entively private property. At least, if you do
so, you may at any moment be justly expelled
by the lawful owner—-Society.”

“Well, but surely you would not eject me
without making some recompense for the great
additional value T have given to this tr:

“ Hallo you, sir,” cries the cosmopolite to |
some backwoodsman smoking at the door of his |
5 ;. “by what authority rou  take . . 3 5 3
sllant),_ wy what wthority do  yo tl.. | reducing what was a wilderness into fertile
possession of these acres that you have cleared, | . . B _ ) advif

arl sl 1 £ d P T — fields. You would not turn adrift
'C rhich y ave a stake tence . . .

! n]m ) ! y ]l }011] e p}‘lt 111'3 'i ) ;’ ‘ {.,--L | deprive me of all the benefits of those years of
E ‘hich va av s loe house | ) . . "1 3
and on which you have bt this J0g ACHS toil it has cost me to bring this spol mnto its

“ By what authority ? [ squatted here be- i »
et T VRS s i sav nay—because T present state.
cause there was no one 10 say naj PCAUSE 11T G Of course not @ just as in the case of the
was as much at liberty to do so as any other | .
iman, Besides, now that T have cut down the
wood, and ploughed and cropped the ground, this
farm is more mine than yours, or anybody’s, |
and T mean to keep it.”

“ Ay, so you all say.
‘you have substantiated your claim.
.came here you found the land producing trees—
sugar maples, perhaps, or maybe it was covered
with prairie grass and wild strawherries. Well,
instead of that you made it yield wheat or
imaize or tobacco. Now, T want to understand |
‘how, by exterminating one set of plants, and
making the soil bear another set in their place,
vou have constituted yourself lord of this soil |
for all succeeding time.”

«(Oh, those natural products which 1 des-
troyed were of little or no use;
caused the earth to bring forth things gooc
for food—things that help to give life and ——
happiness.” Councillor H. S. Murray at

«8till you have not shown why such a pro- Jedburgh.
cess makes the purtion of the earth vou have so | ND OUESTION AND

- - . . ~ Wt " a sha
modified yours. What is it that you have done! | LAND Q PRODLIM
You have turned over the soil to a few inches . oy ) '
. ; - : We give the following from Mr. Murray's
in depth with a spade or a plough; you have b 2 =

i Spate ar @ P ety ST o speech at Jedburgh on the nd December.  The

seattered over this prepared surface a few seeds, : : * . . 4
- . | meeting, which was held in the Corn Exchange,
and you have gathered the fruits which the = L - h £

Sl s : : most  enthusiastic. Ex-FProvost
sun, rain and air helped the soil o produce. " S . 2

2 } - presided. After referring to the Rating Bill,
Just tell me, if you please, by what magic have | ¢ A .
) i —— 77 which he characterised as a piece of scandalous
these acts made you sole owner of that vast | e p -
y ¥ Ca = } " | ¢lass legislation, Mr. Murray said :
mass of matter, having for its base the surface 5 S o ole hav v Vi i )
A TS ) . Some people have a very vague idea of what
of your estate, and for its apex the centre of THE LAND QUESTION
the globe? all of which, it appears, you would
monopolise to yourself and your descendants
forever.”

me

and new fittings, so the community cannot
justly take possession of this estate without
Bt T il ok gss Tipw | paying t"m_‘ all you have done to it. Xt
= p—— \\"l.ll'bl'l which your labour has imparted to it is

: fairly yours and although you have, without

to the community, yet no doubt the community
will duly discharge your claim.
this is quite a different thing from recognising
your right to the land itself. Tt may be true
| that you are entitled to compensation for the
improvements this enclosure has received at
your hands; and at the same time it may be
equally true that no act, form, proceeding, or

THE THE

wis Boyd

| is.
feeble discnssion has been followed by feehle attempts
| to make improvements in our land laws, but no com-

. I z G s alg | prehensive reforms have been put forwand, nor has
“Well, if it 1sn’t mine, whose is it I have | any real progress been made towards a proper solution

dispossessed nobody.  When | crossed the  of this great question.  Our present land sistem is a
Mississippi yonder, I found nothing but the | lisgrace to any civilised nation.  {Applause.) We
silent woods.  If some one else had settled here | pride onrselves on being the most forward all
and made this lrleari.ng, he “-Qu.]d have had as | plonecers of progress, and of a civilisation in which we
good a right to the location as T have. T have
done nothing but what any other person was at
liberty to do had he come before me.,  While
they were unreclaimed these lands belonged to land. Many people have a very curious notion of
all men—as much to one as to another-—and what wealth is. They think it consists in money.
they are now mine simply because T was the Now you cannot eat money. (Langhter.) Supposc it

first to discover and improve them. suddenly rained down
SOVEREIGNS FROM

7

of

nations, and go masquerading all over the world as the |

wish others to share, while at home we neglect the
primary and fundamental conditions of the happiness
of the people, viz., a proper system of Jand tenure.

HEAVEN

“ v rw ; av ‘while i
You say truly when you say that ‘while | and everybody in England, Seotland, and Treland \\,1.-a|

they were unreclaimed these lands belonged to | able to to pick them up from
all men. And it is my duty to tell you | pockets with them, what the hetter would you be for
that they belong to all men still; and that | that? \l'nlnu could not get mly]nr:;:(: to eat or drink.
* b rel o | re o . L £ ¥
your ‘improvements,’ as you call them, can- :II:)::, :dl.(tl:olmll]lm1£1-'1tlltuk:;n¥un:1m'mdL :l:tlllllli-ﬁ:} ’l"i.iir:::ul[rlllu.n:;:
not vitiate the claims of all men.  You | fom heaven at the same time as the sovereigns.
may plough and harrow, and sow and rea | Nature places before us the stern necessity of labour.
Yy ploug i) ap, | N 1 ) ——
vou mav turn over the soil as often as you like, | Food and clothing are only to be obtained by labour,
.hut a“'vou,. lnﬂnipu}ﬁbions will fail 1.0 make as the first condition, and the raw material from which
; 3 i 0 they are made comes, as I said, from the land. If
that soil yours, which was n':'T' yours to begin | s e so, in order, therefore, to make a country rich,
with. Let me put a case. Suppose that in | in order to allow the people to be well provided with
the course of your wanderings you come upon | all the neces saries :m]d ]I}.‘(!n!‘]'{'f; of life {\\u conditions
an empty house, which in spite of its dilapidated ";;‘;1‘1“'1“‘-‘“ f{”\:’:’?‘l'f!L;"imll o f:_‘:l i "l_;"]”m“"“L‘,'-:;l“t"‘_“
" - | 8 W allowed g L} =e z b "o HIES
h::t:l,t{! t.n.kES your ‘f“'“c_}'f- suppose that W ith the | faculties for his own advantage, and the second con-
intention of making it your abode you expend | dition is that the
much time and trouble in repairing it—that LAND LAWS OF THE COUNTRY
you paint and paper and whitewash, and at
considerable cost bring it into a habitable | 2 A g
tat Q , fuither. that ) fatal | of an exclusive and separate class. (Applause.) Now,
state. L llppob‘?, urther, 1at on some Iatal oo e find this to be the case in this country? Do we
day a stranger 1s announced, who turns out to | find that we make the best use of our land ¥
be the

the ground and fill their

for the benetit of the whole people, and not for that

bequeathed, and that this professed heir ? lsay wedonot. I say that instead of the
people’s interests and rights being considered, in the

P"np“.wd with all the necessary proofs of his Meerand development of the land, we find it mono
identity ; what becomes of your improvements ! polised by a small section of the people who look upon
Do they give you a valid title to the house? it as a mere rent-producing  machine

Do they quash the title of the original | for their own exclusive advantage. Our w
claimant 1” = | society, depends upon the recogmtion of our

rights to the land. It therefore, not surp
i L] rd
No.

when we look round us to find society in such a
“ Neither then do your pioneering operations | deplorable state. It is not surprizing that the society
give you a valid title to this land. Neither do of to-day is

they quash the title of its original claimants— 4 M3 OF
the human race. The world is God’s bequest

to mankind. All men are joint heirs to it ; vou
are among the number.  And beecause you
have taken up your residence on a certain part
of it and have subdued, cultivated, beautified
that part —improved it as you say — you are not,
therefore, warranted in appropriating it as

15 | people?

fapplause)

||1.‘n]

DISCORDANT ELEMENTS

where injustice and seltishness reign supreme.
not surpris
clothed in purple aud fine linen, and over-hurdened
with wealth beyoud the dreams of avarice, and on the
other a slough of despond where thousands are toiling
for a bare subsistence, surrounded by conditions which
are a disgrace to civilisation. (Applanse.)  What are
the principles on which we must found onr society if
we would have it prosper. 1 remember some lirtle

't by |

and |
house, you would have an equitable title to|
compensation from the proprietor for repairs |
This extra |

leave, busied yourself in bettering what belongs |

But admitting |

whereas 1 | £COROMY can make this enclosure your private |
1 | property.”

LABOUR !

In the political history of the present century |

All wealth arises from the application of labour to |

<hall be such that the land 15 used in the interests and [

Dovowe |
heir to whom this house has heen | find that it is used in the interests of the whole |

welfure, as a |

1t is |
ng to tind on the one hand some individnals |

| time ago Lord Rosehery—{applause)—made a ma
nificient speech in Dumfries on our great National
Poet, Robert Burns. (Applause.) He said that Burns
bore the banner of the essential equality of man.
Now, what did Lord Rosebery mean by
THE ESSENTIAL EQUALITY OF MANT

He could not mean that all men should be equal in
their wordly possessions or that they had equal powers
| of acquisition. Neither coupd he mean that all men
were equal in their abilities, for that would not be
true.  What then did he mean ¥ or rather, what does
| |'-_111'Il'-‘- mean when he isdeseribed as bearing the banner
of the essential eguality of man? I.can only tak H
{ that the only reasonable meaning to be attached to
such a proposition is that men are '-"I.“"‘] in their
natural rights. The first right is the right to life, and
the second right is the right to that which nature has
| provided for the support of life, viz., the land. Con
| sequently, | say that any society which is to be based
on justice and which is to emdure must be founded
| UPrON EQUALITY oF RIGHT
| to the land, and every society which does not recognise
this equal right is hased upon injustice amd cannot
| endlure. How are we to proceed in order to restore
to the |:t'--ple their w|llu] I'i;_[ ts to the land* The
matter is very simple. It merely consists in putting
a tax on the rent of the land, which will absorb in
time the rental value of the bare land excluding
improvements.  Let me illustrate.  We are here
assenbled in this Hall which stands on a certain area
{ of wround. Now this ground is very valuable, aund
| even although the Hall itself were lifted completely
away, leaving a bare space, the ground would still
| retain its value. Suppose for the sake of argument
| that the value of this piece of ground is £1000. The
| annual or rental value at 4 per cent. would be £40.
| Now this £40 a year is purely due to the presence and
| eollective etforts of

| THE PEOPLE OF JEDBURGH,
| andd therefore they have a collective or equal rig
Lit.  If then you put a tax of £40 a year on this land
| and take all taxes off the building itself, and if you
use this £40 for the benefit of the people of Jedburgh
in their collective capacity, vou will be giving to
them, so far as this picee of land is concerned, their
equal rights to the land.  If von will apply this
principle all over the country and put a tax on all
land in Iil'ti]itillifl]l to its rental value, you will be
restoring 1o the pc-l.p‘.-‘ of this country their equal
| vights to the land.  Let us now glance at the results
| of such a measure.  The first result would be to raise
| wawes all over the country.  The use of the land ai
present is not determined by the wages it will yield to
Labour and Capital, but by the rent it will produce to
a given landlord.  This tax woulid force the hand of
| the landlord it wounld force the land into use,
Suppose that a tax was put on the land in Roxburgh
shire, where would the

DUKE OF BUCCLEU

]

ber If e did not put the land to its proper use he
could not affomd to pay the tax. He would then be
| obliged to clear out  {applause) —and so abandon it to
| others who woulild put it to its proper use, and instead
of heing used merely as a machi

e to put rent in his
Pnc']-u-t it would be used to give employment to the
people. and to put wages in their pockets.  { Applause.)
[n comsequence of this, agrie al labourers would
not be driven off the land into the towns to come and
reduce vour wages here and raise the price of land
| here. (Applanse.) TFhere are thousands of acres in
Roxburghshire which would support thousands of
| people 1f they could only get hold of it.  But they
| cannot get hold of it hecause it is used to produce ’
RENTS FOR A MONOIOLIST,
| sueh as the Duke of Bueclench and other men who are
| ],_-‘- law allowed to usurp the 1-1111:11 riczhts the pm:pl!-.
After dealing exhaustively with the question of ground
| pents, Mr. Murray continued—the Liberal Party has a
| great task before it, it has to Ti:_;]i[ three great mono-
polies: the parson, the publican, and the proprietor,
are all united in solemn league and covenant together
against it. The first wishes to monopolise religicn—I
],[.g pardon, I should say the first wishes to monopolise
not religion but the funds - {applause) —the National
funds, which arise fr the official practice of a
so-called National religion.  The second wishes to
;n:.[;ulnuli-'.-- the enormous ]11'07]1.—- which arise from the
];]-i\-jl.--_er sale of drink. The third, without l![ni]ig
any labour himself, wishes to Tlu-!l'-]lf)]i.—it' the results
which arise from the industry and
P-rn];l:-_ These are tl ‘o5 which are lrlrljll_\t-l to us,
They are strong, but

labour of other

THEY ARE NOT INVULNERABLE

and with the enlightemment and enthusiasm of the
people they must ultimately be overthrown. The two
tirst really rest upon the third which is the greatest of
the three. It again has its roots in inju e @
hased upon force, which, with the spread of re
and ]-{INI“']I'!]:,_“(' cannot  pos: 1-1}' endure, A
tinguished writer has said - The darker

which forve, not reason, regulated the

mankind, have transmitted to every country
heritage of error and injustice, which it is the duty of
sueceeding  generations  to  correct.” That this
correction can alone come from the Liberal l’.‘u't_\, whio
can deny 7 Let us then pa iently work to that end in
| the full assnrance and contidence, that with justice on
our  side, our }1|‘im-i||!l.‘.- shall il;_;ui!: become  the
directing gnide i the councils of this great nation,
i Loud applause.)

|

Just About the Same.
Footpad— I'm a desperate man, and [ want
money.”
|  Landgrabber—*“You vagabond! why don't
| you work for your money, the same as [do?”
Well, ain’t T trying fo?”

| “Same as you do!

“Are you in favour of Taxing Land Values ?
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The Annual Report of the Glasgow Charity
| Organisation Society states that the manage-

"ment had before them during the year 8,389

applications for relief, 1,119 of which were |

dismissed as undeserving,
Inu the analvsis the eauses of destitution were

found to be want of work, =16 ; il]it‘ll\[n'l‘unl'f'.

1

107 5 illness and accident, 1,315 0 old age, 114 .

deserted wives, 215 bl character, 34 2 not in

distress, 270 causes uneertain, 876,

Lord Overrovs, in moving the adoption of |

the report sadd
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'[H'l'l":l [‘l'IE
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Wil Coreespondents who seid ws Newspeepiers please
peneil-mark the matter they wish us to wotice,

S We wondd X-‘.H!;i.rlff take for the |'rqrnrun.rf(_f|,'
anhial flp'fuu_r‘f.\' to the f'lHH.‘HHH#‘flff. the ?‘rrl'll't" thet
attaches to land fv_f,.r the .f,f.r'r.i.‘f"‘rjlﬁ r.r.l" the r'wnmf.rn.-‘fla.r;
leave sacredly to the individnal ofl that Lelongs
to the individual, Thus, i7" @ man
fakes « bj';'.v.i’.l.,i";‘run the oeean e aci Lres o right of
property v thet ‘frb.k';ﬁ. which evelwsive right he
oy trany T by sale ov gitt.  But de
obtain a similar vight of propecty in the ocean,
w0 that he may sell it or yive i, or forbid others
to use it —Henry (feorge.

citiriaf

L one third

Lad  been

classitied

He o had  to confess  that  he
surprised  to dind  our of 1000
enses, some proportions for which he was not

prepared, One-third of the applications had been

[dismissed as either unworthy, or as not needing
onethird had heen aided directly, and |

help ;

indirectly. He had found that a
certain numwber of the cases which had leen

aided had  heen the result of accident or
sickness,  He wonld have heen prepared to find |
that the largest number of cases had  Dheen

caused hy drink and drunkenness, but this was
not so. Of conmpse of weoax nol ;!ll“,\'f‘fﬁl‘rf Lo concend
Freoae Heeviselves thet sielwess ond accident were

often cowsed By divink ond dvvndenness,

(The italics are oursk. 1t really looks as if

Lovd Overtoun was over anxious to lind drink |

as the one excuse tor poverty,  Does 1t not
streike him that poverty may be more the cause
than

That this 1s so has come home elear to the mind

of drink drink the cause of poverty?

of one great temperance veformer whose word
on the subject Lord Overtonn must respect
Miss Fravces K. Winnakn,
the

1 845,

National
Miss

wW.ere,
Woillard

In an address to

Baltimore,  December,
said

For Hr_ilf.‘-'rﬁ':.l"l focenty-one years n’:ll- \-r.-,,,’..«, el
ofwservation fas coneinesd wie tHhat ‘rnn'r'g'flrlf 1% o

'rr:'.:fafr' caese of .f..ri_lrr'.‘n‘ur retnece, il et niise ry i

| the mrn',f.'w', etanel f{f'?';'fl";hu'y B pap tite the fathes '_rr"‘

drink halluwcination, We onee said tiule e e
wits the cause of poverty; wow e fueee completed
the civele of teuth by saying porecty  canses
Litemperance, and  the wndered,
waedersheltered PR i'u.-,: tectoltaler oegers s a
thowsawd tines more credit thaa the teetotaler
”';ﬂ” ix rweefl J,rJrH-l.'r, _,,.,.j,’lfa‘,.,f‘ :r,.uf well u.-rr-‘;“ for,

HHrfr ;‘}ni;rl‘_

We ean only hope that this is convineing
testimony to Lord Overtoun that he is on the
(HI Miss
Willard’s  position and experience entitles lier

wrong  tack. whether or  no,

statement 1o some  consideration from  our

more enthusiastie temperance reform  friends
l.et them look at the
experience.  Is it not true that there are people

facts of their own

who daily provide for themselves and friends

an wmonnt of drink, the price of which would |

maintain an average working man’s home for a

month ! And yet these people suffer no want.

They are not poor because they drink, and |

spend their money in drink : nay, they are even
above the poverty line, in spite of the fact that
they spend theiv money lavishly in drink.

On the other band the sordid struggle by the

masses of the people for a bare subsistence

wage, in other words, their poverty, is the sole

cause of so many falling into the vice of

drunkenness,  Let us first settle this poverty

]II'{I]’I]{'[IL Let us overthrow the power that in
the first place is vesponsible for poverty before
attempting to grapple with its etfects, It is

the wiser plan: forif “poverty is the prime

pace with progress, the more we progress the
q

=

greater will be the evils of intemperance,

How are we to abolish this poverty? How

Fare we to raise the masses of the ]:u'ﬂlr]l' above

| want and the fear of want! [et us turn to

the efforts of the Glasgow Society for “ improv-
has

ing the condition of the people,” which

canse of i|:|tv1||}u-1':lIu-l-.“ and poverty is to |\':-|~1|,

i.jus;t gone under for want of support. They

' attempted something practical, and to this end
The first

| thing wanted, as a matter of course, was land.

proposed to start a farm colony.

When anyone wants to do anything p!‘&il‘tif‘#ﬂ.
| land is generally wanted ; and though there is
abundance of it lying around in many places
badly used, or out of use, it is not generally got
at readily.  Such was the experience of this

society,  Sir John Neilson Cuthbertson, who

presided at the closing meeting, stated that:

?.Jriﬂ‘_ﬁf had heern in Jf"ffﬂ!r’!?!"f!!r with sereral
tawdlords who had switable properly, b Uw_ff
| hared et aeith great digfienty as reqards lerms,
anel also had erpericneed an winweillingiess on
| the pert (:}‘ leeviellareds to treal with them. Re-
cently they foerd ool the affer e{f'tf guitable ,;f{ra ¢ in
Dumfriesshive.  But the seheme would involrve
the .r'r!!jn'i.ﬂ_'_{ '_r.f. £ ;.”"'r‘” o L5, 00ND ; and the most
eiariest -_'ﬂ.:u'fx Freeed  resulted  in

sone L2000,

| r'-’lf-.\‘lu:; uu!'l,\‘

It is sl reading this; the failure of men
who would fain do something, however small,
for the henefit of their fellows : hut Ihr'_\‘ have

only met in “the landlord’s refusal to treat

with them " a common foe to the common weal.
The chairman, true to his faith in their plan

even in the hour of his defeat, further said - —

?',ru'_l;_ﬂ‘ff thaat (;u-_,r;n‘n.‘ r'ufnu_a‘-; wonld be a most
;uu;mr'-'r.'uf TS -:.}'.l.(r-f!'ri'”‘!,l' with the alle-bodied
" Hr';r.r‘p.fn.rg..f s oand if wax a wyreal spnree r:f';'t‘g;‘p!
tor them that the !uffn“-' i ot priet then in the
necessary funds,

And so they wound up the business in a
resolution * heartily recommending,” with their
last  hreath,

associalion for the ‘pr.-'u.\-a’r".irff't].-i of a Farm (‘tlfﬂn}f
. - .

“the formation of a geparate

Selieme.”

Though they have not suceceeded, and could
have done nothing with their farm for the
able bodie 1 unemployed eommensurate with the
needs of the ease, they have struck at the right
The
Men

are poor and destitute, and ecast idle because of

thing and the first thing to be Jdone.

whole problem lies in the land question,

the svstem that permits other men to have

absolute ownership and control  of land.

Charity finds them thus divorced from the soil,
the ready victims to every temptation, im'lur]ing
the drink trathic.

Why should we tolerate the suffering
of the many to suit the monetary demands
and  the caprice of the landowners? Does
justice. not  call  aloud that the land

spoilers should be dispossessed of their power,
and that the people should enter into their
natural inheritance? It is in the right use of
the land that the cure for poverty is to be
found. Able-bodied men in want of employment,
| and idle acres in want of able-bodied men ean

only produce the worst possible social condition.

There is no mistake in the matter Evory
| etfort to do something for the unemployed but
discovers the landowners as the barrier in the
way : and this latest lilsl:n\'l-ry by the now
defunct society for improving the condition of
the people can only serve, in the eyes of all
thinking reformers, to hurry on the day of
reckoning.  And when that day comes, \:'hvn
| we resolve to give over this fooling, and face
the problem in earnest, the speediest, readiest,
and safest method to the deliverance of the

iuuqu“.v from hunger and poverty will be found
{ in the economy and philosophy of the Ningle
[ Taxers proposals.

[ He who wants a front seat on the earth
[ should pay for it. The Single Tax is the price
of favourable locations. The cost of the
Glasgow Single Tax is 1/6 per annum, by post,

SERVE THE CAUSE BY HANDING THE PAPER TO A FRIEND.
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How the Unemployed Problem
Wasn't Solved.

BY

The winter of 18— was the most vigorous |
we had for 25 years, For over two months we
had alternations of snow and hail, with bitter, |
piercing east winds, It was a winter which
it took a man with plenty of food and clothes
and home comforts, all his time to hear: .'m(ll
in which these things were searcer than theyi
had been for many years. Trade was bad, |
wages were low, masses of men were partially
or -.'n.'hrnll:.' unemployed. Men gaunt with hunger |
and eager and anxious to find work, wiih f!ll':
pinched faces of their wives and the cries of |
their children for food ever before them, walked
about from public work to public work, and
from town to town, seeking eagerly for some-
thing to do for food, clothes, and shelter for
their dear ones ; but, alas 1 they found it not.

The rich— for even during this time there |
were people who were rich-—gave of their
abundance as charity. Soup kitchens were
opened and coal and blanket funds were started
in every church. The newspapers, the clergy,
the professors of politieal economy, the chambers
of commerce, the labour organisations, with
almost one voice declared that the country was
suffering from the result of over-production,
trom glutted markets, or from over-population.

The municipalities engaged great numbers of
the population to sweep the snow-clad streets,
and to break stones, at one shilling a day.

Weeks elapsed and things seemed to get no
hetter.

Statesmen and philanthropists were at their
wits end, or at least pretended to be —some of
them rveally were, for of wits they had few ;| but
of the bulk of them we have our “doots,” as
the Seotchwoman would say.

A great mass meeting of the tllml||}\h_}_\1—!tl was
held in the town of ——, the Mayor pre.-‘.iding
The hall was packed with a dense
hungry wretched people,

The first speaker was Sir Self Help Money
Bags, and he urged the unemployed to appeal
to the rich, He told them that he had once
been poor himself, that he had even satisfied
his hunger in a soup kitchen:; but through
thrift, frugality, and business energy he was
what he was. He said he would give £100 for
the relief of the present distress, which he had
no doubt would disappear in God's good time.

w. Q.

mass  of |

The second speaker was the Rev. Salvation
Hereafter, who counselled them to pray
earnestly to God, and to give up indulgence in
strong drink. He joined with his good friend,
Nir Self Help, in subseribing £50. '

The  third speaker was Mr. Wealth
Defender, the Secretary of the Livery and
Poverty Defence Society. He said that
the present condition of things was all due to
those wicked Socialists who proposed to contis-
cate and divide up all property. They had
chased a great quanty of the capital out of the
country, the result being that there was not
enough capital to employ all the people. He
advised them not to listen to those agitators
who talked about the land for the people, and
who said that the land should bear all taxation.
Suppose they had no taxes to pay, would that
give them employment !

To this last statement Mr. Dont Care Softie. |
M.P., the celebrated SBocialist, cried out, “Hear, |
hear,” which so pleased the august Mayor and
the bright galaxy on the platform, that he was
invited to address the meeting, which he forth-
with ])l'n:'l’_'t’:llt!l to do.

He advised the municipalities to give the
workmen 16 a day, instead of a bob, for|
sweeping the snow off the streets and for break-
ing the stones; advised the government and
municipalities to build ships and gun-boats,
washing-houses, and purify their rivers, in fact, |
to go in for all kin 's of public works, This, in
addition to establishing an eight hours’ day all |
round, would give employment to all, But he |
held that nothing short of ‘the nationalisation
of the land and the instruments of production.
including black soap and soda water industries,
and the mines, would prevent such industrial
crises.  He himself had brought forward a bill
1o nationalise the mines at a very low rate of
compensation, something like £110,000,000, |

This speech was received  with vociferous
cheers,

| kept their seats,

| enginecrs to make tools for them.

Lit?

| 8o that the community might have aceess not only to

I_’_:i\l' the people real free trade.

| would be fought on the question of the Taxation

i

o] . . i
The meeting was then about to dissolve, |
when a man, seemingly one of the unemployed,

| rose from the body of the hall and proceeded to

speak. There were cries of “the meeting’s |
closed,” ete.  But he started to speak, and all
He said, we are all half-
[ am a practical agriculturalist, and |
[ know there are a good many agriculturalists |
here.  We could grow food for ourselves. The
capitalist would be only too glad to lend us his |
capital if we had the use of land.  If we hadan
opportunity of cultivating the soil, the baker
and the butcher would only be too glad to give
us food: the tailor wounld rejoice to give us |
clothing, and run the risk of being paid av the |
first or second harvest. If ail those who could
work the land got a chance of using land, they
could not :ml‘\" employ themselves, hut they
could employ all the unemployed shoemakers
here to give them boots, and all the unemployed

starved.

'I‘iw_\_' l.‘ullh], t
in fact, take up the uncmployed.  What we
want, friends, is not prayers or charity.  What
is wrong is not that Socialism is driving capital
out of the country  There are none too many
people, and there cannot be overproduction
while thousands want produets, What we
want is the use of land.  And how can we get
Simply by taxing out the land speculators’
fund called vent, and the land speculator will
be no more seen in the land,  Notwithstanding
what Mr, Wealth Defender says about land
value taxation-—if all taxes were put on land |
values, there need be no unemployed.

“How was this speeeh received 17 you ask,
Nivgle T veaders, How do you think : with
great enthusinsin.?  ISvery ian present resolved |
to do all he could to get land taxed ; with the |
result that a great Society was formed for the
Taxation of Land Values, and the ideas spread |
until the whole country was aflame, and the
statesmen saw the truth and resolved to save |
the people and carry out this project, and it |
was passed through the legislature, with the |
result that the land was free, and there was no
unemployed and no involuntary poverty !

No, no: this was what should have been,
but in the world of |'!_‘-:llil}' it is tluih" ot herwise,

The audience said, “That's one of these |
Single Tax cranks: they are always talking
about the Land Question.”  And they hissed
him down. to the great joy of the Mayor, Sir
Self-Help Moneybags, The Reverend Salvation
Hereafter, Mr. Wealth Defonder, and, T regret
to say, algo of Mr, Dont-Care Softie, M. P.

bere and There.

The Single Tax wishes its readers and friends
another Good New Year. It has found many
new friends during the past twelve months, and
hopes, with the assistance of all Single Taxers
it may reach, to win during 1897 a still greater
number of friends.

Mr, Shaw, M.P. for Hawick Burehs, told his
constituents at Hawick last month
That seventy men owned half of Scotland, and 1700 |

men owned nine-tenths of the land of Seotland,  This
was due to the vicious law of ];r'imn_-_l;.-uﬂ1||1-. to wbolish |
which he had again prepared a bill which had lLeen
powerfully backed.  But they would require to go
further than this, and impose a tax on land values
instead of rentals.  Free Trade requived to be extended

the fruits of the earth, but access to the Lol itself,

Adam Smith said the greatest burden on the
land was the landlord. The “New Tax,” as
Mr. Shaw indicates, will shift this burden, and

The Scottish Women Liberals have heen

| active in the matter of organisation during the

year. A conference is to be held in Glasgow
this month, and Countess Alice Kearney is to

| spend a fortnight addressing Liberal meetings

throughout the country.

Sir “l'nl“\_' (.Jillllpl)(‘”-l;ilri'll.l'l'lllii.ll. N.]’,. at
“aisley, “makes bold to say that at the present
moment the Liberal Party is more solid and
united in political principle than it has ever
been within his knowledge.”  What prineiple !

Captain Pirie, M.P. for North Aberdeeen,
oxpressed his  belief to his  constituents, at
Woodside, last month, that the next election

the

| that people who take not

| run,

Taxing

189,

| industry

rescue work.
| precipice

nfl Land Values, on which, he hoped,
Liberal Party would be united.

A member of the Western Club —Mr.
Norman Lamont—writes to the papers that
“In the matter of agricultural depression the
Rating Act is a makeshift, and that it 15 a
tln:l.liﬁg superstition that heetrooi cannot be
grown in this couutry.” A home bounty on
sugar is the explanation.

Mr. Robert Duncan, Whiteticld Works,
ovan, another sugar bounty man, also writes
“that noman in this country, whether workman,
t‘JIIlr]O‘\n'T, ol IIP'\If!‘.\.\iIPII[IL wints o :_’t'l ian
article cheaply as the result of an evil and
unjust system.”  The idlers who live on rent are
not included. Probably Mr. Duncan thinks
only their sugar but
their living for nothing are beyond redemption
T]]t‘ f«'f—r:{rhfr{' A\"'ﬂ‘.ﬂ .kél“.‘s: -

All the laws of progress make the Armenian’s life

P more precions than the Matabele's to the world at

large.

I'he (Hasgow News is a paper supposed to be
like the “world at
principles.

large,” on Christian

Lochlands Ward Committee, Arbroath, have
passed a resolution approving of the principle of
Land Values, and ealling upon the
Town Council to support Glasgow in securing
the necessary powers from Parlizment.  The
committee also appeal to the various wards to
bestir themselves on the lilll':ilinn,
writes the  Mellwsrue

A correspondent to

| Review -

I am a member of the Amalgamated Society  of
Fagineers,  We have had a fonrteen weeks™ strike at
Cawler, and it has ended no way at all, except by
some of us losing onur jobs, | have more faith ina
shilling =pent in Iand veform than in a sovereign spent
ill 1!'!1‘“' nll'i“" mex h']‘]."‘.
We have received a copy of * Following the
Flaw,” by W. H. Lever, of ** Port Sunlight.” it
is the records of a voyage round the world by
Mr. Lever, from September, 1892, till March,
In another column we quote the chapter
on the Australian Land question. Tt tells the
same old story of how progress might be made
but for the of
speculation,

sin landgrabbing  and  land

Me.. Arthur Withy, editor of Forweard, is the
Radical, Temperance, and Single Tax Candidate
for Parnell, New Zealand, av the coming general
eleetion.

By the recent Rating of Unimproved Land
Values Act, local bodies in New Zealand are
now empowered to abolish local property taxes
and to substitute o rate on land values. This
is what Glasgow and sixty two other assessing
bodies in Scotland are asking from the British
Parliament —powers to land fon
h'w:l] }:11 I']J:JN'\'.

tax values

Herr Liehknecht says the 5,000,000 prasant
l}l'l_’rpl'il_‘!ul".\ n Germany are going to ruin as
fast as they can, and that the protective laws
on agricultural produce only increase their
ditticulties.” The real remedy lies in
the Single Tax on land values and no taxation
on il::ill'-!r'_\'.

Just So.

Peasant proprietary is only a
form  of
by the

1orse E'lll1l{‘.ii'lll_;;

landlordism,
sacddled

taxation of

with
the
country.

Captain Sinclair, ex-M.P. for Dumbarton

shire, has been adopted as  the Liberal

| Candidate for the coming Forfarshire bye

election. He is a thorough land value taxation
man, and the Landlords’ Relief Bill is already

being looked into by the Liberals in the division.

Bailie Chisholm told the Salvation  Army
people at Mrs. Booth’s meeting in (:[;txgtnﬁ
last month :—* It was better far to stop that
which had oceasioned the ned !‘.-ihil'\‘ for their
Better a fence at the top of the
than an  ambulance  waggon at
the foot.”  Correct,

Lord Overtoun says though the Tories
promised at the general election good trade and

| better wages for Dumbartonshire, it was the

cilse 1I”lt tf‘:l'l(' Wis Worse now 'EN. t}“' \-l't]f' (Jf
Leven than it had been for the past 30 years,
That is so, and the chickens are coming home
to roost.  Mr. Wyllie, M,P., was refused a vote
of confidence last month by the Cumbernaunld
electors in the constituency.

READ THE APPEAL TO LAND REFORMERS ON PAGE 4.
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The first of a series of meetings, open to out-
siders, for the discussion of economic questions
was held last month at the Single Tax Rooms,
56 George Square, Glasgow. The * Currency
Question” was the subject, M. M*Lardy opening
the discussion. ¢ Betterment,” “ Future Un-
earned Increment,” and ** Municipal Banking.”
are to come up in tarn. Members and friends
welcome.  Notice of dates will be sent to
members in due course.

The Govan Free St. Mary’s Literary Society
had a Single Tax debate last month, when the

proposal was adopted by a  large 11_1'|.jurity.
Commissioner William Dickson, Whiteinch, for
the Single Tax: Mr. Edward Scott, Jamaica
Street, Glasgow, the lead for the opposition.

The New Age quotes The Siugle Ter on land

not even linger there.”
I

thought out paper on Taxation of Land Values
recently, to the Kirkcaldy Liberal and Radical
Association. A good discussion followed, and
it was resolved to arrange for a puhlic lecture
to be addressed by some of the leaders in the
Single Tax movement.

|
Mr. David Robertson, Kirkealdy, read a well

Mr. Augustine Bir:';e_l_],nl-l,l"., told the Aber-

| deen Liberals last month that  he could not but |
| believe that the justice of taxing land values |

was admitted by the landowners themselves,
though, as a lawyer, he had found that the
principal view of certain landlords was that the |
only right the people had to the country was to
walk along the high road, and that they must |

The Glasgow Landlords’ Association have
resolved “to give the new TImprovement Trust

monopoly and  the remedy, and asks Mr.
.‘\h’illiilh. as a Seottish member, to tell us “the
broad lines of the Liberal poliey™ on the subject
We commend The New dge Captain Pir
opinion, to be found in another column He is
4 more representative Seoteh Member and a
radieal, free from the Socialist notion that the |
cure for industrial troubles lies in restriction,
Factory Acts and Employerss” Liability Bills
included.

Professor Jones told the Annual Meeting of
the Glasgow Charity  Organisation  Society
“there was no spectacle which was more tragic
and pathetic than that of a man in need of
food ready te work but unable to find it
:H"_{;l.l:iﬁt't]vﬁkil] in his body, brain, and mind, |
without any outlet.”  The corelative of this
tragic and pathetic picture is the man who
stands on the land  the source of all work
demanding his faney price hefore a single hand
can be stretched out to do any work even by
nren in need of food.”

Mr. R. P Lamond writes to the papers
warning directors of - Insurance Compinies,
Finanee Committees of Churches, and to such
capitalists (1) as Lord Blythswood and Sir John
Stirling Maxwell, against the fantastical device
of the Glasgow Town Council to  penalise
property to suit the views of the = Single Tax™
Party.  Mr Lamond is a lawyer on  the
pro-land speculation side of" the question.

The Executive of the Scottish Land Restora-
tion Union passed a resolution last month
condenning the “ Betterment " proposals of the

(Hasgow City Improvement Trust, and re-
aflirmed their belief that all land should be
rated according to its value, and  that the
Taxation of Land Values is the only just
solution.

A Hingle Tax Association

Bill the most strenuous opposition, as many of
the proposals which it contains are crude,
unworkable, and unjust.” The coming New
Tax will give the organised landlords some-
thing worth opposing, though if they only could
see it through and through they would welcome
its coming as a1elief from the cares and worries
of the presenc day seramble for mere sordid

gain.

The Liverpool Parliamentary  Debating
Society have resolved to tax land values 10s. |
in the £, and to correspondingly relieve industry
of the present burden of taxation. The Tories
and Socialists, as usuval, voted together against
the measare.

“The principle difficulty,” says the Daily
l“rr‘mu’, “which the examiner into the earth-
quake phenomena is confronted with in this
country is the want of an earthquake depart-
ment.” 56 George Square, Glasgow, is the
earth-speculation department of the Scottish
Reform Movement —a  movement  that  will
make the man who owns the earth quake.
Students will please send on their subseription
to the Single Tar, the monthly exponent of
the phenomena,

Mr. Ellis, M.P., chief Liberal whip, says
“that the Welsh land agitation is not artificial,
and that the people of Wales have suffered
because 1-||e“_,,' were not pr‘l)pvrl_\_.‘ understood ])_\'
the English penp]n.” Does Mr., Ellis mean to,
suggest that the English people themselves
suffer through Jlandlordisin because the land-
owners don’t understand ‘em.

Sir Robert Ball says. “ A message from the
earth to sun might be replied to in about 20
minutes,  The message would take years to
reach the stars, but some of these were so

' remote that if the glad tidings of the birth of

Christ, 1896 years ago, had been dispatched

a branch of the | then by the swiftest messenger known, the

English Land Restoration League—has been | news would not yet have reached them.” If

formed in Bradford, with Mr. L. H. Berens as
secretary.  Mr. Fred. Skirrow, Bingley, and |
Mr. J. Singer, Calverley, are included in the |
exceutive.  Mr. Byles, ex.-M.P. for Bradford,
has written the secretary offering to assist the
movement, “as an enthusiastic land reformer,

Landlordism,” he says, --is the bane of the
country,”  He has found the antidote in the
Single Tax.

The Parish Council of East Kilbride have
dropped the Maxwelltown right of way case,
and left a few of the villagers to fight it out
with the landlord. M. Richard \\']1_\'1;9'
secretary of the rvight of way
Maxwelltown, has put the case straight in a
letter to  the Hamilton fferald, where the
question is being discussed.

The Progressive Union is no sooner done
congratulating itself on its success at promoting
the return of christian men to the Glasgow
Town Council than a “Sixth Commandment ”
correspondent. of the [fleralid writes about
“the recent action of a godless Town Council

“ Lorgnette” of the (s‘rlasﬁow News says “that
the Labour members of the Town Council would
do well to look up the case of the intelligent
working man who can’t have his glass of beer
served at a city tavern because he is in ‘working
clothes,” and give land values a rest. Next.

committee, |

there be people on some of these planets they
would be startled to have a message that the
earth was held by law as private property 15896
years after the proclamation of the glad tidings.
The Sydney Balletin says—* The New South
Wales land tax assessments which have just
been issued, and that a howl of rage such as
the province hasn’t heard for many vears, has
' gone up to the heaven. The speculators are
using language about the land tax department
which is wholly unprintable.”
| “Street nomenclature,” says the same paper,
“at the West End of London tell awful tales
of unearned inerement pouring ceaselessly into
' the coffers of men whose wealth in some cases
gets no other form of advertlsement. The
outside world is just now reminded that Lord
Portman is a *“great” property-holder by his
demand of £400,000 from a railway company
which requires 14 acres of his London territory
for a station terminus. His family motto is
|+ A clean heart and a cheerful spirit.””

“ Patrick, T was sorry to hear that you were
arrested last week,
against you?!”

“Sivin dollars and costs, sor,”

“1 mean what were you charged with when
they brought you before the justice?”

“ Apple brandy, sor.”

What was the v}m,rge

| change.

Salient Points of Epoch-
Making Books.
Confinmed,
BY EPEIRON
“THE SCIENCE OF POLITICS,” my P. E. DovE
PART II.
Teo Elements of Political Science, in two Books—
(1), on Method. (2), on Doctrine.

In the second part, Mr. Dove investigates
the principles of civil laws, wlth the view of
simplifying legislation, and takes his stand on
the real difference between good and evil, which
makes moral science possible. n the preface
he meets the objection to “ Metaphysics” by
stating that he means the concrete product,
and that true thought is the forerunner of
improved action. For the progress of civilisa-
tion is the improvement of man under an
amended order of thought. KEvils exist because
political societies are not the embodiment of
true principles, Political progress is clearly
and steadily tending to an ultimate principle;
and in desiring political regeneration, we must
ascertain the axioms of justice, if we wonld
hasten the prophesied period of peace.

[n the first book on Method, Mr. Dove dis-
tinguishes between political economy and true
politics,  True politics are deductive. Pure
politics must lay down rules of perfect and
absolute right, determine laws and the natural
theory of property. Next he passes to the
greatest transformation of the two extremes,
lord and serf, and the result. As he says, we
must show the true cause of suffering before
clamour becomes effective to produce and extort
Then he brings in the question for
solution—man and the earth, It is as a
natural science that he treats of politics sanc-
tioned by Scripture, approving the system just
and equitable.

Mr. Dove distinguishes what is incumbent
upon us as men, and what is incumbent upon
us Christians.  The selfish and unjust may be
clear regarding the law of benefit, and the law
of justice may be carried out by men of no
benevolence.

He points out the distinction between the
abstract and the inductive sciences, and the
classification of the abstract sciences, and insists
on the necessity of logic, because a flaring comet
may stir revolution. It is of deductive proof
we speak in the science equity A chapter on
definition, therefore, follows. In the relations
of men in equity, property is one of the most
important substantives ; and one of the objects
of this work is to show the impossibility both
as applied to slaves and to land. We desire
objects, which causes that desire to be called
value.  That value never exists alone. but
resides in some object, material or immaterial.
Axioms and Postulates come before the pro-
positions.

L. All men are equal in natural rights. 2. 4
man has not a right to do everything. 3. Men
have a right to do something. After, the problem
(prop. +), To tind the equitable limit of action
(that is, at the point of interference, the 'requirpd
equitable limit). 5. No majority of men may
equitably interfere with a mim_n'if‘a}, or with a
single individual. 6. Society can contain only
those rights which belong to the individuals
composing society.

We ha_ve no instance of a country brought to
degradation by individual crime, but legislative
crime produced revolutions in Ttalian Republies
and Spain, and thrice in France,

There is a capital chapter on the formation
of the State, and the right of its majority.

) The essentials of political science are life,
Illllt'l‘t‘_\‘, property : the non-essential, physical
benefit and mental gratitication. The Doctor
sees to the absolute preservation of life, but
politics takes care of relative preservation from
f_nrcg, _ilnerfereu('e. originating from another,
Statistics cannot prove e\'?rjthing right or
\\;‘mng.' };et th{'}' are neclessar)- for the guidance
of society. No m 8 1 i

another 30 purchas:: :\‘e::L zmia.dr:iht o c_()mpel

! ntage without
his consent, Th.e use of statistics is to
convince and enlighten men, not to govern
them ;. aqd the matters of the science of polities
are within the reach of every human beine,
The science is purely rational. ’ =

When self-i:‘lwr&t is concerned, of course.
one must look for contradiction. The extension
of abstract science depends on the deduction of
new propositions from prineiples and axioms of

reason the minority must convince the majority

Our Natural Storehouse, the Land, is Locked.
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Australia and the Land
Question.
LAND MONOPOLY BLOCKS THE WAY.
From ** Following the Flug,” by W H. Lever.

s Water, water, everywhere, and not a drop
to drink.” Tf we read this, “Land, land,
everywhere, and not a yard to till,” it would
hardly be any exaggeration of the position of
the land question in Australia. For the land
available for the settlers at a reasonable price
and of good quality is not rightly sitnated for
the markets, and the lund that is right for the
markets and of good quality is tirmly held by
speculators for a rise, and the prices they ask
for what little they are willing from time to
time to sell, make it dearer when cleared,
fenced, and provided with buildings, than
would be the price of similar land in England.

The manner in which the land of the country
has been dealt with in the early history of
the colonies, and the way in which it has passed
out of the hands of the people without any
corresponding advantage to the state, is one of
the greatest hindrances to the progress and
development of Australia. Men and companies
have been allowed to acquire millions of acres
of the best land—in one case one million acres
to one company alone—without the payment of
one single farthing of purchase money, but
merely on condition that they improve the land
to the extent of one pound per acre.
acquired millions of acres on these easy terms

the owners “sit down” and wait the develop- |

ment of the surrounding country to reap their
s yunearned increment,” Take the case of one
well known English-Australian Land Company.
In the early years of Australian colonisation
they acquired over one million acres of the best
land on the above easy terms. Coal was
afterwnrds discovered, both under their land
and also under adjoining land, which they did
not own. Not satisfied with this lucky find,
for which they had not paid one farthing, they
actually tried to stop the coal being worked on
the adjoining land, claiming that their deeds

zave themthe sole right to get coal in that colony. |

Of course the courts decided against them,
and their monopoly was broken up.
can see that had they succeeded in making

good their monstrous claim, it would have |

stifled the manufacturing and other industries
on which the progress of the colony depends,
but everyone cannot so readily see that the

ownership, or, in other words, monopoly of one |

million acres of land by one man or company is,

equally, morally wrong, and equally against the |

progress of the colony. But this is so, as is
shown by its effect on the colony as a whole,
and on the town that has sprung up in the
neighbourhood.  The town is growing all en
one side, extending on the adjoining land that
is uncontrolled by the Land Company, because
the Land Company hold for extreme prices.
Their land, having cost nothing, does not eat
itself up in interest, and therefore they can
afford to do this. Some years back the town
wished to acquire a few acres of the Company’s
Jand for the purposes of a recreation ground,
when the price asked them was £1,000 per
acre,
alarmed for the consequences, the Company,
with as good grace as they could assume, at

short notice, elected to make the town a present

of the land.

What is the consequence of this abominable
state of affairs?  Within a radius of 100 miles
of Sydney, there is not an acre of land that the

settler conld buy at its fair honest value, and |
therefore the settler has to take “ back blocks,” |

whence to get his produce to market he has to

pay such heavy charges for freight T.-imt- he can |
Hence the settling of the

barely subsist.
country proceeds slowly : the towns and cities
are crowded with unemployed, trade stagnates,
and wages are depressed. For in Australia, as
elsewhere, dear land means low wages, and
cheap land means high wages.

Greenock.

Councillor M‘Gregor writes:

At every ward meeting here the question of Taxing
I];ill}ll Values was put to the municipal candulates.
Ihere was not a negative answer from those whose
three years of service had ended, nor from those
offering their services for the first time. The ward
committees set it down in their list of questions, and

this afforded the candidates an opportunity to speak |

on the privciples and enlarge on the effects of the Single
L'ax, Thequestion is daily Lecoming better understodsd

Having |

Everyone |

This raised such a hue and cry, that, |

Two Social Pictures.—Thrift and
Poverty.
No wonder the Glasgow Society for Improving
| the Condition of the People has gone under for
lack of support. The People are so well off
| that 193,421 of the number have at their credit
| £7,2581,697 19s. . in the Saving Banks of the
City. 100,000 of the depositors have sums to
their account ranging from £10 and under.
Provost Richmond, presiding at the
meeting, holding up the Government
for the amount, said— This is the most
have ever held in my

Lord
| Bank
| receipts
| valuable document 1
' hand.”  Very good.
| But the other side of the picture for Glasgow
| is the 100,000 persons living in 52,000 houses
' of one single room.  ** Many of them 12 feet by
[12 feet, containing families of boys and girls
| from 14 to 17 years of age, and in an atmosphere,
| S0 pollun’d, that a visitor can scarcely breathe ;"

<o said Mr. Mitchell, vice-president of the

Glasgow School Board, to the Health Congress
|in July last. Thrift may be a virtue, but there

ix no use going into hysterics over the savings
|of people who save often at the expense of
! their needs through fear of want, and to ward
|utf consignment to a hovel 12 feet by 12 feet in

the po]]ut.(erl atmosphere of the Glasgow sluins.

No amount of thrift will wipe away this disgrace
| to Glasgow. * Nothing,” as John Ruskin says,
«lyut the one thing God has ordered —Justice.”

The people who double their
| savings, and the Lord Provest can announce
it from the housetops : it will not avail the poor
who et crushed to the wall daily in the struggle,
and, who too often find a refuge in the sub-
merged tenth - ~the material that we cast aside
for our *General Booths,” and
amelioration societies to work upon.

But these good people are bailing the sea, and

SEYEe Cill

our social

need not be surprised at this.
l]r(l\\'nin;_: 11 18 ;_;00(1 “-‘Ul'k. but. to }1|‘|}pl}:\'n (1]
rescue thousands suggests the query— Why are
they there? The Single Taxman insists because
| of their divorcement from the land. Free the
land from the grip of the land speculator, and
the people will naturally make provision for
themselves.

O rescue i

Scottish Home Rule and the
Single Tax.
(T the Editer af the Siwgls T}

GR.—1 am a Scotch Home Ruler, as well as a
believer in the Radical doctrine of the Single Tax.
But in my advocacy of our right, as Scotsmen, to rule
our country according to Scottish ideas, I have
been frequently told by my fellow Single Taxers, that,
were the Single Tax an accomplished fact, there would
| be no need of Home Rule. T confess, Mr.
| that T have never been able to share this opinion—an
| opinion, by

little more than an excuse for lack of enthusiasm,
and, in others, a clear indication of want of sympathy
| with the present-day demand for the restoration of our
[ national rights—a demand everyday becoming wore
| and more emphatic, as is more clewrly perceived the
| extent of the robbery and perpetual injustice that is
perpetrated by En and upon the smaller nationalities
composing the Union.

Let us suppose that Scotland was ripe for legislation
| according to the just aims of the Single Taxers, what
then* Tt is undeniable that England is Tory out and
out, Thisisnot a pleasant fact to eomtemplate, hut
“ facts are chiels that winna ding and danrna be
disputed,” said one who, had he been living to-day,
would have been both a Single Taxer and a seottish
Nationalist. Toryism has been bhred in the blood of
the Knglish people ever since the Norman conguest,
We Scoteh Radicals do certainly not despise the
downtrodden children of Alfred. No, it their
Norman Congueror anid ruler that we abhor.  These
are the scoundrels at whom we aim our shafts.  Teo
well we know that once the Saxon stom] with soul
ercet, a lover of freedom : but the Norman robbed
| him of his land, and from that day to this the yrip of
the mailed hand has heen upon the Saxon throat.
Ik-,:.},ni]c.il and robbed by the landlonds, he has been by
turns cajoled aml coerced by the priests of a State-
paid Church, and brought, by their nefarious influence,
| into a state of the most abject and slavish submission.

They have even added to his sutferings here the
| supposed unspeakable terrors of the next life, so as to

make it easier for their friends the landlords—the
| present day representatives of the Norman thief—to
plunder their victims of the product of their toil, by
levying Dlackmail, in the form of rent, for the use of

Jand that God made for all.

The wage-earner, or to speak more correctly, the
wage-stave of to-day, is undoubtedly the lenial descend
ant of the saxon serf, and, as such, he is the prey alike
of the landlord and the capitalistic monopolist.  In

| the struggle for existence, caused by the infamous
Jjustives of our social and political state, our maodern
| saxon does well if he ean make a mere living, which
means that he makes as much as wlll keep body and
soul together, with the added prospect of dying in the
workhouse in his cld age. To relieve his serrevs, he

is

| often get little thanks for their labours. They |

Editor, |

the way, which, in many instances, is !

resorts, when he can, to the stupifying influences of
ilquid fire and had ale.  Worse still, his education has
heen sully neglected, so that into his dull materialistic
brain it is almost impossible to find a lodgement for
anvthing in the shape of basic principles.  Wealth and
position fill in w ith awe.

He 1s capable of appreciating the classic beauties of
Cockney Iii]l:lﬁ']h_\'ll'ltl':i.  (1od save the Queen ™
piece of \__:_r;-n-] for which he has a sort of religions
veneration: but ‘““A man’s a Inan for a’ that,” or the
o Marcellnise,” is, to him, worse than Gree Briefly,
this is a truthful presentiment of the situation to-day
in ** Merry England “-—her own Liberal papers bea
witness: and if it was not for the little drop of Irish,
Welsh, and Scotel blood in the English people,
together with a touch of the Liberal spirit bred of non-
eonformity, the race would be at this moment the
most servile on the face of the globe

Now, 1 am willing to help towards this state of
things: but what 1 want 1o know is, are we Scotchmen
prepared to wait for land reform until Englishmen
have heen saved from this political heathenism, and
have learned the A B € of natural rights? Has a
democratic people like the Scotch, the product of three
hundred vears af education, to be ruled by the represen
tatives of a nation too wenk to win their ows manhood,
and whose education hegan HN])' _\t'Sll.‘l‘i]il_\' ¥ T do not
sprak for myself alone when I say that I yet possess
ax much of the old Scottish spirit as will enable me te
wit hstand those who would thus act in direct opposition
to the unest of our country. Given a
Parliament in Edinburgh, we will soon deal with the
Single Tax. —Yours truly, J. STEKL.

21 KELVs GROVE, PRINCES GGATE, West, LIVERPOUL,

Is @

interests

Betterment.’
( To the Editor fif-hrn' Sipegle. Taa, )

SiR, — The

Glaswow  Town  Coun 1l have
their  City  Improvement 1 | Bill

“ Betterment  clanse. It was argued
supporters that London and Manchester had  been
gr:mtc-l powers to levy a Betterment charge on thess
proprictors whose property had Deen improved by
public expenditure. But I am afraid this counts fim
little except as a vole catching phiase.  For though
these cities have power to levy Betterment, it has yet
to be given effect to. Uwler the Manchester proposal
the army of assessors, surveyors, arbiters, ];n\)’w«_
and uofiicials required to determine whether there has
been any Betteriment, amd the amount, -nup]ui with
the small amount 1o be taken, not to speak of the
(uit-rent clause, renders the whole scheme ridiculons.
I have been told the
Glasgow Improvement Trust Bill have heen lifted
almost budily from the Manchester Bill.  If this be
the it will be ditficult to acveount for
AManchester's slackness in putting their powers mto
nl.c:';iliun,

I am of those who are convineed that a separats
charge for Betterment is but a heavy complicated
attenpt to get at the unearned increment that can only
esult in failure. 1t isan attempt to take the unearned
increment picce-meal 3 on a par with the proposal to
wring voncessions from particular landowners whoe are
particularly aggressive, ignoring by the way the real
1ssue.

Of course it is very seductive to those who have not
bottomed the economics of the question : aned that 1
]:n.:s::‘&:nl muster in the i_vl-'na:___:u\\' Town Couneil, amony so
many }]]\'(igt‘.d land value taxation men, as part and
]n:u'l:cl of their faith, can only be accounted for by the
commeon notion that it is an instalment on land value
lines ; whieh is a delusion

Let us look at the question.  The value of land
is w constantly increasing quantity all ronnd. That, 1
should say, timds a ¢ eral acceptance.  When an)
improven Ly corporate expenditure, takes place
in i partic lar area, it is quite possible to have an
lmportant readjustinent of the economic value or rent
of said area. One situation may improve in value at
the expense of anether.  For illustration if the City
Improvement Trust decides to widen Nelson Street,
City, and make it a main thoroughfare, the immediate
effect, everything eclse equal, would be to depreciate
the letting value of property in the ( andleriggs.  But
if we take the inereased Inerement of the one as such,
why not conpe isate 1
other® A= a matter of
proposed.

But what Lenefit confer on
the ratepayers, :\llli]sll"-'i'llﬂ it could be illillﬁl-ti'_' No
goold whatever. It would mean simply a readjustment
of the incidence of rates on the present hasis, and
wonlid in no way veach the land -‘-'}Jl'\'l]lilfnr holding fon
a rise.  The proposal to tax land values has this
intention - not 1|||'|'l']‘\' Lo p[-n\i.ls- revenue, hut to free
the people from land monopoly.  Anything else thit
will uot open up the land for use is a deliberate
swindle, and, asSingle Taxers, we must protest agaimst
thiz ** Betterment = }ll']lv'i]l]t'. or rather expediency
measure, as i sham whicn only tinds support to-day
Lecause of the looseness of thought on economics, anid
the want of the part of some or its
supporters Lo stand for the truth on the wider and
more embracing uestion the Taxation of Land
Values,—1 am, etc., Iwror Usigre

passed
with  a
1;} 1=

the Betterment clauses in

case not

e who suffer decrement i the

fact that what is heing

i

real will this scheme

courage on

Greeting to our brothers beneath the

Southern Cross. In the words of Lowell:—

“For mankind are one in spirit, and an instinet bears
alony

Round the earth’s electric cirele, the swift tash of
right or wrong:

Whether conscious or unconscious, yet
vast Hame,

Through the ocean-sunderad fbres, Teels the gush of
joy or shame. <

In the gain or loss
clam.”

Humanity's

all the rest have ogua

of o race

The Single Tax is the Key to Open it.
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The Gizzard for the Landless
Co-operator.
By K.

LOUIS POST.

Let us imagine a sailor wrecked off an island.

Let us suppose, in order to clear away many

objections, that all the machinery which may
Il?l..\"!: ]j(‘.BII il,il{l;l.]'(l t.hf‘. \'(:5b(!] }lr'l-h' ]N'.Lfll 11).‘;‘;} ;t]l
the money has gone down, and that the poor
sailor himself h}' the buffetings of the waves
and from contact with the rocks has heen
stripped of his clothing, so that he lands upon
the island a naked man.  The proposition 1s,
given a naked wan and an island: will the man
starve’ I the weather is warm and fruit and
nuts abound he will manage to live and even
perchance to put by a little store.  He will
build a rude shelter and in time nay make for
himself some sort of clothing,  He manages to
live a natural free life though he cannot do it
in a civilized life where land is monopolised.
Now let us suppose another sailor is wrecked

upon this island in precisely the same manner |
as sailor number one had been and he swims for

the shore.  Before he lands sailor number one
siys s See here! you can’t come on my island
unless you'll be my slave.”  Sailor number two
standing out in the water rebels, he says, Oh
no! TN mot he vour slave, T don't believe in
slavery, we abolished that in the United States
long ago.”

Number one open Lo
somewhat coneilintory 5 so he says, * Oh, well, |
dido’t know you had any objections to slavery.
[ didn’t kirow you came from the United States.
I respect your opinions.
my slave, you may come on the island, make

i arcinent

yourself at home, be a free man, hut T want to |

1 ot here tirst,

say that this island is mine,
and

wy  title perfectly  straight
Number two thinks that the argument is good,
the title must be elear heeause i0s the kind they
have in the United States,  So he agrees.

is clear.”

They get along first rate for a time both e

1o h:l-\'l'- SO l'l'lllllﬂll)’ ?Ull] =sOme one to \\']]l_)lll
they might talk.

But one day Sailor number the First feeling
tived or lazy says to number two, * Go out and
wet me a bird for breakfast.”  Number two

says, * Well, suppose | do get you a bird what |

will you get for me!”

Number one replies that he's getting enough

alveady, isn't he living on number one's island,
whiat more does he want !

Then comes a study in practical economies
Number two wants to arbitrate, number one
says *nothing to arbitrate at all, get me the
bird or get oft.” Then co-operation is proposed
by number two.

CANL right,”  said number
cooperate, you go ahead and get me the bird
and Ul take my shave as owner of the island
and all that's on ity save yourself, and  you may
have the gizzad.”

It is unnecessary o point out that if the
chattel slave be released and be not allowed o
breathe that his freedom is a mockery, or that
if he Le denied aceess to water his liberty is a
sham, and as land, earth, is just as much a
necessity to his existence as either of the two
elements just mentioned, it follows that it he
he denied free aceess to land, his alleged Tiberty

one,  we'll

15 0 misnomer,

Single Tax Lectures and Discussions
During the Past Month.

nasaow, - College Divigion Liberal Association
e Bailie Burt and ex-Conneillor ,\1'[.i1|'-l}.

Parsney. - Badien) Association ex-Batlie Buret,

Gragcow, - St Matthew™s Pavish Choceh Lateraey
:"lll"ll.'1.\' W, . Hamilton, b

Govan., - Free Sto Mary's  Literary  Soviety
Commissioner W, Dickson and . Seott,

tinaseow. - Govanhill Liberal Association 5 Bernand
Kelly Branch LN L. College Division Labour Party ;
Milton of Campsie Liberal Association : Garelochhewd

J. Paul,

Jrvpvien, -Ho S0 Murray and Edwin Adam,

Uncle Sam, wide awake, progressive, super
latively lmlt‘inl.il.\ cannot too soon take the
initiative in supplying employment for mnis
people who are displaced by labour-saving
machinery. What benefit is machinery if it
estroys  the purchasing power of the com-
munity at large! —Souwnd Honey.

The Single Tax Platform.
The Single Tax contemplates the abolition of
all taxes upon labour or the products of labour
that is to say, the abolition of all taxes save
one tax levied on the value of land, irrespective
of improvements. :
The Single Tax is not a tax on land, and
therefore would nov fall upon the use of land,
and become a tax upon labour.

It is a tax, not on land, but on the value of

land.  Thus it would not fall on all land, but
only on valuable land, and on that not in
proportion  to  the use made of it, but in

proportion to its vialue—the premium which the

user of land must pay to the owner, either in
purchase money or in rent, for permission to
use valuable land. Tt would thus be a.tax, not

and s |

|
[ won't ask you to be |
‘ in proportion to what they produce or accumu-

on the use or improvement of land, but on the
ownership of land, taking what would otherwise
g0 to the owner as owner, and ol as o user of
the land.

In assessments under the Single Tax all
values ereated by individual use or improve-

ment would be excluded, and the only value |

taken into consideration would be the value
attaching  to the bare land by reason of
neighbourhood, public improvements, ete. Thus
the farmer would have no more taxes to pay
than the speculator who held a similar piece of
land idle, and the man who on a ecity lot
erected a valuable building would he taxed no
more than the man who heid a similar block
i vicant.

The Sinsle Tax, in short, would call upon

men to contribute to the public revenues, not

late, but in proportion w  the villue of the

natural opportunities they hold. 1t would

compel them Lo pay just as much for holding |

[ and idle as for putting it to the fullest use.

The Single Tax therefore would
(1)
agricultural districts where land has little or no
value, irvespective of improvements, and put it

Take the weight of taxation off the |

Lon towns and ecities, where bare land rises to

a value of tens of thousands of pounds per acre. [

(2.) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes
and a horde of tax-satherers, simplify govern-
{ment, and greatly reduce its cost.

{5y It

would do away with fines and

penalties now ley ied on any one who improves |

i farm, erccts a house, builds a machine; or i |

any way adds to the general stock of wealth
and employs labour. [t would leave every one
free to apply labour, or expend capital in
|l’1l'(n1uct.i(||| or exchange without fine or

| restriction, and would leave to cach the full

product of his toil, whether of hnds or brain. |

1t would, on the other hand, by taking for |

[ public uses that value which attaches to land
by reason of the growth and improvement of
the community, make  the holding of land
unprotitable to the meve owner, and profitable
only to the user. It would  thus make it
impossible for speculators and wmonopolists to
hold natural opportunities such as valuable
land- —unused or only half used, and would
throw open to labour the illimitable field of
ciployinent which the carth offers to man.

It would thus solve the labour problen, do
away with involuntary poverty, raise wages in
all occupations to the full earnings of labour,
[make over-production  impossible until all
human wants are satistied, render labour-saving
inventions a blessing to all, and euse such an

enormous prodaction, and such an equitable

distribution of wealth, as wounld give to all
comtort, and  participation  in the
advantages of an advancing eivilisation.

The ethical principles on which the Single
Tax 1= hased ave :

(1) Kach man
labour produces,
levied on the products of labour.

leisure,

entitled to all that his

Tnevefore, no tax should be

1=

God has ereated, and to what is gained by the
weneral growth and improvement of the cow-
munity of which they form part.
no one should be permitted to hold natural

[any speaal privilege thus accorded to him,
and  that value which the growth and im-

should be taken for the use and benefiv of the
| connunily.

opportunities without o fair return to all for |

THE SINGLE

God Help the Poor.

She sits by the midnight lamp alone.
And her cheek is pale and worn
With the toil for bread, and a nameless dread
In her aching heart is horne.
And faster still her fingers tly,
Though her weary eyelids fall,
Amil the clock stri By to-morrow’s sun
The landlord’s sure to call.
Giod help the poor,
Who must endure
The pinch of want and the hunger gaunt,
That ever seems with its phantomn dreans
To mock and jeer with a hideous leer.
God help the poor.

€8s one.

Andd her thoughts are sewn in every scam,
Beside the fireless grate,
Of a lover bold and a story told
That was penned in the book of fate.
And baby fingers twined with hers,
But her heart is sore bereft ;
For a little mound in the churchyard ground
Is all of babv left.

God help the poor

Who must endure
The phantoms bred of a numeless dread,
And the maddening gleams in their fever dreams
Of sumptuous fare and viands rare.

God help the poor

And the faded shawl and the wedding ring:
How her aching bosom swells;
While the cupboard bare and the broken chair
A woeful story tells.
The wind 1s whistling down the street,
And up the ereaking stair,
With the snow piled high neath the wintry shy,
As white as her faded hair.
Giad help the poor
Who must endure
The scanty crust and the eold nistrust,
With piteous need and hearts that bleed.
\nil the tordling's scorn of the lowly horn.
Giod help the poor.

But the angel gently bheckoned her,
With an unseen, snowy hand,
From the r.l‘lliliill ;1(nr:1| of the attic room
To the silent, shadowy land.
And he softly wouched the sleeper’s hrow,
And smoothed the lines of }mill,
Till they gently said of the peaceful dead,
She is growing young again.
God help the poor.
) Who must endure
e lash of need and the sweater’s greed,
Where might is right in the bitter ight,
In the social ring where gold is King.
God help the poor.

Miss M. McGgreaor, Victoria, B, C.
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