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PRICE ONE PENNY.

rET‘-]lI."\' healing is only possible by
means of justice ; )
faith, no hope will do it—men will
be unwisely fond, vainly faithful, SToRes

unless  primarily they are just:
and the mistake of the best men
through generation after generation
has been that great one of thinking
to help the poor by almsgiving, and
by preaching of patience and hope,
and 1)_\_‘ :‘\'“T“\'ntlu‘l‘ means, cmoellient
or consolatory, except the one thing
T

which™God orders for them

Joleww Ruskin.
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N l_ ERLE is the conclusion of the

e whole matter: that we should

do unto others as we would have
Y | them do to us ; that we should
respect  the rights of others as
serupulously as we would have our
§ own rights r'w-.s';u'-_'tf‘li, 1s not a mere
counsel of perfection to individuals,
but it is the law to

which we

niust institutions

conform  social
and mational policy, if we would
secure the blessings of abundance

and peace.

Motes and Comments.

In Memoriam,

by the death of Mr John M*Millan, Bridge- |
ton, on the 21lst of last month, the Single Tax |

cause in Glasgow has lost a good friend. My,

M*Millan has been ailing for a long number of |

years ; nevertheless when able he was alw ays to
be found availing himself of every opportunity,
by making opportunities; to discuss the Land
Question.  He was a general favourite in the
East-lind of Glasgow, though he sometines
bothered the politicians by  his
;‘Lll\'l_w:u:_\' of the cause.
for himself and the Single Tax the sympathy

]“.’I'-‘*'i‘!tl'.llt
By such work he won

and respect of reformers, that will not soon he

. |
forgotten, and made converts not a few to the |

cause he was so much attached to during the
past twelve years.

Lord Rosebery “Gold Mine,” from

which to pay all the Rates and Taxes. |

Tui Varve orF Grouxp 1xy Lospox.—The

refusal at a public auction on Tuesday of a bid |

of £57,000 for the site of Cleveland House,
London, at the corner of St. James's Sqnare
and King Street, may well give rise to some
reflections on the growing value of landed pro-
perty in London., In 1665, little more than
two certuries ago, Charles 11, granted a lease in
perpetuity of the forty-five acres upon which
the square stands, for the annual rental of L£510),
to Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Albans.

7 II‘(I tf:l\'.
aquarter of an acre cannot be had for less than

£60,000,

Who comprise the Ligquor Ring?

Commenting on the sad havoe Mr. A, P,
‘\]"“Ii:‘ll. .\I.I'.. ]\|:|‘\'I'ri on hehalf of the Liberal
candidate at the Drideeton contest, the Glasgow
f‘)"}l.\'r'r{'r " BAVS !

He (Mre, M Hugh ) carvied himself as if the Ripporting
of Sir Charles Cameron were u bitter pill which party
|ll_\i|]ll\' compelled him to swallow, He nestedd
himself on his coming in the lqor ving, which at the
ontset had done its best against Sir € Keorfes Cameron,
and which sinigly came into e whe WwiE s
heel by the meandate of the Trish leos

(The italics are ours.)
ving?  Mr. M‘Hugh's political associates in
Glasgow :Iu:‘in;_:jhn- contest. were Mr, Hugl
Murphy, Councillor Ferguson, the more inm.
portant members of the Father Maginn and

ifipped to |

What is this liquor

branches of the lrizh
Liberal
others of  that ik, The
(jl.'lh_f_(ﬂ'.\' Ohserrver no doubt is in the know. but
it has said either too much or too little. An
| explanation is needed.

Home Government
National
| Executive, and

League,  the  Dridgeton

A Record for the “ Stalwarts,”

Councillor Morris Carswell (Glasgow) was
condemned in November, 1896, by Counecillor
Ferguson as *“a consistant municipal Tory.”
He voted against Councillor Feruuson's motion
on the 28th December, 1806, to seck the co
operation of twenty-five of the principal Town
| Councils in Dritain and  Treland
| Parliament for power to tax land values,

On the I8th February, 1807, Councillor Fer
guson and the “stalwarts” at the Town Couneil
voted for Councillor Morris Carswell to be mad:
a City Bagistrate, as against Couneillor Steele,
the reformer. !

On the 22nd February, 1807, Bailie Morris
| Carswell voted against Councillor Ferguson's

1o |u'[ifir.:|

They were successful,

motion to seck the assistance of eight of the
principal Town Councils in the country for Land
Value Taxation.  We give these facts to the
electors as food for reflection, while we ask thi

question——|
land value motion on the 22nd of last montl
suffered  through  his and the “stalwarts

reactionary vote on the 15th,

s 1t true that Councillor I'.l'r'l‘_’ﬂmlh.-

Half a Million an Acre,

Messes, Driver & Co., of No. 4 Whitehall,
Londov, on Tuesday last, let on building lease
for a term of RO years, the site of Hanover
{'I-':'I|l|']_ ]I!'.i!l_‘._'\' il 1‘1'u':|.1_'1f<- of about 73 feet to
Regent Street, and containis o area of G666
sauare feet, at the yearly around rvent of £2120
This cives a rental value of Gs. 1, per sgquare
foot, and this ground vent capitalised at 30
years' purchase (which it will Le well worth

| when the ]al]i'n“:wu‘-: are crected) comes out at

[ E£415,000, or approximating half a million per |

iaere,

Over One Million per Acre.
I|‘]|l' I,-i\l'l'}ulfl] -“;Inl']i ]':‘;']Ll]l_‘_:" ':‘1:|||It|]'1l.'v-'

have purchased for the purpose of extending |

| their Exchange a strip of property adjoining

the present building at a price of £226 per

Isquare yard, being at the rate of over a million |

.’-I'rf.l'.l'lif (Fcorge,

| sterling per acre.
over ]"'.Iii‘l'fi f']l'
rp-."rr{.‘\'_'frart‘ [eirald.

This is the highest price
property in Liverpool.—

Tt is o mistake to SUPpose that all the cold
mines arve in foreiun parts.  There 15 one in
every large town and aty throughout Dritain—
| Land Values. When the people “catch on”
that these Land Values are created by them-
| selves, the Single Tax method is at

| service,

their

In Commemoration.

[t is reported that a well known Member of
Parlinment, says the daily paper, is arranging
to build and endow, at a cost of
new wing to the University College Hospital,
in commemoration of the i

[t hasn't come out yet that the Siugle Taxis to
An instal-
ment of £1,000 to begin with, would be very

120000, a
ieen’s long reign,
receive an endowment of £120,000),

acceptable at the present juncture. Tt would
enable the -‘r-.'f_l.n’f‘" Toe to come out \'.m-}.;]'\‘ to
begin with, and enable the Ningle Taxers to
convert the country to the Taxation of Land
\ y This
would establish a social condition that would
make the Queen’s reign the triumph of civilisa-
tion, and enable the

Values by the next Genepral tlection,

T""f"“' to make -1I|I|I]l‘
provision for all hospitals and all ne cessary and
destrable institutions.

A Labour Colony.

The Scottish Labour ‘.'H]'JH_\' Association has
entered into an agreement with the trustees
of Mid Locharwoods, near Damnfrie 5, for a _\"‘:H".ﬁ
tenaney of the property, with right to continue
thereafter for 19
ML hnrwols

years  with  quinquennial

Lireaks, consists of 150
neres nf level arable alluvial ]:Ira-] of -_'uml
‘11|.1i.i|_\‘ nhont 1) acres of moss f--l.‘t|:!if_\'
reclaimed, and about 300 aees unrecla moed
moss,  In the selection of men for the colony
it s intended to work in conjunction with the
('h.—n'il‘\' Organisation ?":---‘51‘1‘\', whose industrial
| shelter at Kyle Street will act as a sieve
t}lll'trll:'h which the colonists will pase.

This 18 one more attempt at

tendencies, and, if suceessful, can

isolation from
l'l'l:hl:rlli\‘
| teach nothing except that with access to land
Time,
energy, and money, will be spent in reclaiming

| there need be no involuntary poverty.
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THE SINGLE TAX.

MarcH, 1897.

moss land, while the land speculator thrives on |
at the expense of the people, who are crowded |
out every day becanse of the sin of land !
monopoly.  We can have no objection to the
labour colony, as such, but it deesn’t do
anything to solve the labour problem.  There
is abundance of proof that, given a just land
tenure, the people can employ themselves 1o
advantage.

Now and Then for “Joe.’

Mr. Chanberlaing  at Birmingham,
January, 1897 :

I daresay that Mr, Morley was thinking chiefly of |

|Jll1'|](1]|l£‘~\fi(l‘-l'f>]11|'li\'l'|"<_\_" and, if T might venture to |
sy w0, T would ald that this is a mistake which the
Teaders of the Rudieal Party are const antly makin
They forget in the attention which they sive to these |
domestic controversies — which, after all, whichever
way they are settled, are of ninor importance —they |
foricet the great part which this country has played |
ancdis called upon o play in the history of the world.
. . Wecannot oceapy an insular position, arul |
we cannot oceupy ourselves entively with Parochial |
matters, and, therefore, foreign alliirs and Colonial
aflisivs will continne as long as our country exists 1o be
of the greatest permanent interest to the people of the
United Kingdom.”

Mr. Chamberlain, at Neweastle-on Tyne, 15th
January, 188} —

COWith regand to these two guestions with which 1
have heen dealing, 1 think that the grwity of the
sitnation  has heen purposely  magmtied by our
opponents in pursuit of the ovdinary stvatesy ”f. the
Tories, who would like to distract your attention from
Home Affairs to the complications of Foreign Policy.”

S0th |

Grants in aid Breakfast Table

Duties.

Herald inits leader  on
Bridgeton,” asked—* What responsible pali

tician ever suggested abolishing grants in aid,
and thereby making way for a feee breakfast
table 17 Answer:  Siv Willion arcourt,

speaking in the House of Commons on the 4th

May, 1895, second reading of the Finance Hi]l,_
said ;—

I the Statistieal Abstract von see that the con-
tribution by 1892 g0 docal taxation was nearly
l'tl,lll'lll_lllblr'l so that vider this 1l Nl e woing 1o
ald L2000 000, You  will therefme  be giving
L13,000,000 out of Dnperial taxation to local account, |
o v Could not the Chaneellor of the Exeheguer
distribate the money inoa manner which would e
more wlvantageons to all classes of the community ¥
Why, the Local Authorvities hardly thank you for
giving it to them, . The contribution you are
making to local rates is more than the whole Pome
tde of this country,

“What mizht you nob do owith that Cla 000,000 %
Yo amight have o Free DBreakfast Table, and take .,
it mot Sl ofl the Tneome Tax,  You might take off the
Tea Duties, amd have vwo or three millions 1o spare for
other purposcs,

L must profess my profound convietion that there
never was ao greater waste of money  than  these
subsidies arve.”

The  (lasgon
i

Natural Opportunities,

One thousand families may be set off on an
island thousands of miles from any other human
beings, and, if the soil is productive, in less
than one year each of them will live in his own
house and home, aud every industrious one will
be enjoying the best of everything the island
affords,  In five years they will each of them
live in a good brick house, if hrick can be made,

and there will not be a houseless, homeless, or
landless individual in the whole number of those
who are willing to work,

Take the same one thousand faumilies and
move them into a thrifty city or country, where
l]n'\_' have society, ].'L\\':-'., hoards of 1-|':|.1]L‘_. nmoney,
‘lliLI;]iﬁ', post oflices, and all other modern con-
venienees for utilising forees and saving labour,
and out of the thousand families we will warrant
that in five years there will he 950 of them
living in rented houses—if not hovels —and
li\'in_ﬁ; from hand to mouth,  What is the cause
of this! Is it possible that good society is
demoralising! Is it possible
that poverty, misery, and rags arve the natural |
concomitants of progress? Tt looks so.  Aye, it
is 50, and there is no need of trying to deny it.
—ddvocate, Salt Lalke City,

It indeod looks so,

Overcrowding,

A elergyman who has heen investigating the
condition of the workers in the Government
factories at  Devonport, writes to o Sunday
paper i(—

S myself have seen at J't".nﬂ_}um stich o list of
miseries connected with overerowding as would appal
vou if I told you the plain facts of the cases,  In y
Own Ii.'l]'i.'il!, which is one of the most i uw'l'|‘\ f“"’l']”[ in |
Devonport, there have been sometimes three genera.
tions in one room.  The n|inir-1r'utlnllln of birth and e |
ministrations of death take pluce in the swme room, |

| destroyed altogether, and all the virtue
| with the love of home weaken and wither,™

And it is not their fanlt, It is not the result of any-

thing like bad conduet on their part ; it is simply |

because the conditions of life in our neighbourhood
render it utterly impossible for working men, unless
they have a really good wage, to live in any other way
if they have a fairly large family.  Remember we
not telling abont some things connected with some
dark parts of Afriea, or with closely pa
with its stagnant civilisation, but we are speaking of
things existing in one of the fairest parts of our own
homeland,  The chastity of home is in some cases
! connected

The Royal Commission on the Housing of
the Working Classes, 1885, reported in favour

of Taxing Land Values as a means of destroying |

land monopoly, the root cause of congested
digtricts and overcrowding. If building land,
they said, at present kept out of use for a rise

[ in price, were rated on its true value, owners

would be forced to part with it to those
desirous of building at the market and not the
speculative value.

Glasgow 19297,

It slowly dawned upon the people of Glasgow |
| that Jand monopoly was the cause of social

misery, that is forced many of the people to
live in rackrent hovels, 12 feet by 12 feet, and
stopped  the industry and expansion of the
municipality, and thereby inflicted great hard-
ship on all. They discussed the question for a
long time in the press and in the streets.
The Single Tax Association published literature
on the subject, and sent out its members to tell
the people how to remove this wrong by
abolishing the power of the land monopolists.
After a number of years the people  were
persuaded to try the remedy, and sent a large
majority to the Town Couneil pledged to obtain
powers from Tmperial Parliament to tax Land
Values,  Some of the candidates, afraid lest
they would not be returned, went to certain
printers in the city and said—print me a hill
saying vole for——and the Tavation of Land
Values.  Aund so it turned out that a large
majority of the members of the newly elected
Town Council were pledged to the reform.

The people said —now we will have something
done.  But they were grievously disappointed.

The new Council decided not to act, and some |

of the more pronounced pledged men voted
against two good forward motions in less time
than five months,  But when they eame again
before their constituency they got their reward.
Their old promises were produced.  They made
wry faces, and attempted all sorts of excuses,
and wound up by again aflivming that they
were still in favour of Taxing Land Values,
and that it had never come up in proper form.
sut the electors laughed, advised them to study
the question a little, and by sending in more

honest men to the Town Council, carried the |

question, and that is how Glasgow became

famous as the pioncer city of the world at the
end of the twentieth century,

Lucky Landowners.

Western Australia can certainly contribute
many interesting anecdotes te the already large
number of strange transactions in land.

A valuable corner block of land given by the

Government to an emigrant some 40 or 50 |

years ago, changed hands for a pair of boots—
the land now is valued at £3000.

In Fremantle (the seaport) a block of lund
was given away for a woman’s cloth jacket—
the block was sold lately in small portions, and
tetehed £7650,

At the same place a block of land was given
in barter for a cask of English ale. The block
changed hands several times ; in 1870, it was
sold for £300; in 1880, it fetched at auction
LU0 5 and in 1893, it was sold in sub-divisions
and fetehed in all £5065.

In Guildford a large bit of land was exchanged
by its thirsty owner for a bottle of rum and a
shilling.  This land is now worth £5000,

The magnificent post oflice in Melbourne is
built on a valuable block of land, which could
be elaimed any day by the rightful heir if only
he knew it.,

Itis not many years since an old weather-
beaten  sailor  presented himself at the old
Union Bank in Melbourne and told the
manager he would have to “shift his shahty,”
as it was built on his land. The manager,
seeing he had the certificate for the land,
requested him to call the next day: when he
did call he accepted £20,000 for it. This land

e China |

| was afterwards sold for £80,000, and when the
land fever was on in Melbourne, £350,000 was
offered for the block.

Many years ago a block of land was given
away as a prize at an entertainment—to the
Youngest lady in the hall. A woman held up
her baby and declared she was only a month
old. The land was subsequently given to the
child ; when she came of age the land was
 sold and brought her £10,000. This happened
| in Queensland.  The mother of the lucky young
lady had only paid one shilling admission to
the hall.—Daily Record.

New Zealand is dealing with this question in
the common interest, and with signal success,
as will be seen in another column.

Land Nationalisation or Single Tax.

We have been asked by a correspondent,
who admits the justice and excellence of the
Single Tax as a solution of the Land Question,
if we do not think the people can be more
readily won by some scheme of land purchase !

We answer no; that is not our experience.
Outside of the propaganda of our ever active
| friecnds —the Land Nationalisers —the question,
{as  they advocate it, is seldom or never
|alluded to. The Single Tax, or the Taxation
(of Land Values, which is the Single Taxers’
[first step, is winning all along the line.
Scarcely a  paper of any importance with
the  people but mentions it as a first
question.  Advanced politicians everywhere
arc becoming alive to its importance, and
making £ pronouncements, Mr.

favourable
Thomas Cameron presents the case in another
place in this paper for those willing to examine
the relative merits of the two proposals.  Mr.
Cameron speaks for our side. That the people
will rise quicker to a scheme for land purchase
[ as against Taxation of Land Values and no
compensation, is, we venture to say, an
unwarranted assumption.

Econowmic tendencies are constantly at work
modifying and creating new conditions. Shall
we turn them to the service of society by
| removing the obstruction of land monopoly, by
the simple expedient of Taxing Land Values,
or shall we galvanise them by State enactments
into a promise to pay for permission to occupy
the citadel of the monopolist? The power of
land monopoly is not the power to dictate the
terms of a subsistence wage, It is the power
| to render the people helpless, so that they come
begging for employment at subsistence point,
| It the Taxation of Land Values will open the
natural reservoir to employment, it is surely
the first thing required. The State would do
this we are told.  Very good. But that is all
it could do. That the State could manage the
land better than the landlords may be admitted,
but not better than the people,

All that the people want is access to land,
| and that is what the Single Tax would do—
destroy ownership and recognise only possession
in land, while the rent or values, apart from
| improvements, would be used to defray the
| cost of all government. TUnder such economic
conditions, industry would be relieved from all
present rates and taxes, and trade would no
longer hold a commerce with restriction, State
| or otherwise,

This is what the Single Tax means,
and if a verdict in its favour cannot be
had from the people soon, it will come all the
sooner by working for it; and certainly the
scheme of land nationalisation cannot, by even
| wide stretch of the imagination, be called a
question of immediate practical politics, The
Taxation of Land Values is: and, having
tirst place, it should—as it can—Dbe pushed to
the front by all genuine Radicals and Land
Reformers, as the point of least resistance,

‘ The vacant land industry impedes the growth
of the city and its suburbs, cramps business,
robs labour of opportunity, and keeps unwhole-

| some tenements crowded with many who might

'otherwise obtain comfortable homes in well.

| built tlats or in suburban cottages,

To SECRETARIES OF LIBERAL AND RErFoRy
AssoCIATIONS. — We  desire to enlist your
sympathy and support for the Single Tax.
Would you kindly bring the matter of your
Association subscribing for the paper before
| your Executive,

Ask all Candidates for Municipal and Parliamentary Honours this Question—

i
:
E
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Purchase or Single Tax.

BY THOMAS CAMERON.

It is now generally agreed by all who
earnestly desire a thorough settlement of the
Land Question that the abolition of private
property in land is the only radical cure for the
evils of the present system, and that this must
be the goal towards which all our efforts should
be directed. DBut, ﬂ]fll"ll'-_fll ;1g|‘crd as to the
end in view, land-law reformers are not quite
all of one mind as to the hest means of attaining
it. The great majority favour the Taxation of
Land Values as being the best of all methods,
but a considerable section cling to the belief
that the destruction of landlordism will be best
brought about by the State purchasing the land
from present holders.

Supporters of the proposal to obtain common |

ownership of land by means of State purchase
may be divided into two classes—those who
believe that some compensation is due to
landholders on account of their compulsory
expropriation, and those who, although not
nominally admitting the landholder’s right to

any compensation, yet believe that the quickest |

and surest plan would be to buy them out,
Coming as it does from people who profess to
be convinced that private property in land
is wrong and ought to be abolished, any
proposal for buying out the present holders
savours of weakness, and looks very like a
giving away of the whole ease.  Henry George
declared, and all land reformers agree with
him, that:—

The truth is, and from this truth there can le no
escape, that there is and can be no just title to an
exclusive possession of the soil, and that private
property in land bold, bare, enormous wrong, like
that of chattel slavery

i

And yet some will urge that before this giant |

wrong can be brought to an end, those who are
profiting by its continuance should be compen-
sated, because, forsooth, the awakened moral
sense of a nation declares they shall no longer
he llf!l'llli“l'tl Lo reap where t]u_-y have not SOwW,
nor gather where they have not strewed.

Is it in accordance with the moral law that
people should be compensated for being com-
pelled to cease committing wrong?  For this in

reality is what any such schemes of compensa. |

tion amount to.

The prineiple of private
either right, or it is wrong. If it is richt, theu
no one has any business to interfere with land-
holders in the pos on of their land ; but, on
the other hand, if it is wrong, then the smallest
instalment of justice that can reasonably be
asked for is the cessation of this wrong —u full
measure of justice would require more at the
hands of the wrongdoers.

That no greater demand has yet been made
shows great clemency on the part of those who
have so long and so greivously suflered from
the evil effects of landlordism; and if
question is to be considered at all, the claim
ought to be made on behalf of the wronged,
and not the wrongdoers, even although their
wrongdoing may have been quite unintentional,
In this matter of compensation to landholders
we believe, as Emerson believed, in ransom for
the slaves :—

l\l_\' ransom to the owner,
And fill the bag to the brim.

Who is the owner?  The slave is owner,
And ever was—pay him.

The idea that scems to underlie and give |
strength to the wish for some form of compensa-
tion, is that because we have allowed privite
ownership of land to pass so long unchallenged,
that many people, never dreaming of any change
arising, have purchased land with their own
earnings, or with property otherwise rightfully
acquired, and it will be doing an injustice to
them if we by law deprive them of the income
arising from these investments,

What is it that purchasers of land which they
do not intend to use themselves really huy?
The essence of landlordism consistsgin the power
it gives to the landholder of exacting a share of
the proceeds of industry from those who desire
to use ]rl.m]. as the price of l]!']‘llli.‘wi”ll Lo use 1t,
It is this power which the law gives them of
[l’.\‘_\'ill;_{ a tax upon |«'1I]:1 users which ninkes land
ywnership profitable, and it is this that is really
bought and sold,

Land is of no value to the mere owner, ag
such, until someone wants to use it—and then
its value is in proportion to what inclination |

property in land is |

the |

prompts or necessity compels would-be users to

| offer as the price of permission to use it.

As to the plea that landlordism would be
more speedily and surely swept away by
|.‘=.L']'lt']n[‘ of State Purchase, it
| questionable that this would be so.
scheme would be very costly, to
wrry out, and would, if earried, entail an
enormous amount of trouble in management
afterwards.  What difference will it be to the
workers whether heavy toll is taken from their
earnings in the shape of rent, or of interest on
State bonds paid to landholders as compensation
for loss of revenues from rent
the burden might be rendered less irksomne, but
| they would still have to carry the load.

In attempting to right this great wrong
justice ought to be the gniding principle, and
although expediency may suggest compromise,
let us not forget the dictum of a great writer
“In Justice is the highest and truest ex.
pediency.”  And the warning uttercd at a
great crisis in American history may still appeal
to us:

15 more

cumbrous

b

Amid the market’s din
List the ominous stern whisper from the Delphic cave
within;
They enslave their ehildren's children whe make conm-
promise with sin.

All that land nationalisers expeet to gain by
State purchase of land, can be much more easily,
effectually, and equitably sccured by the Taxa-
tion of Land Values. Those who maintain
otherwise surely have not given sutlicient adten-
tion to the matter, or they could not fail to be
convineed of the simplicity, practicability,
effectualness, and, above all, the justness of the
remedy advoeated by Single Taxers.

It is sometimes said that it is simply confisea-

wholesale appropriation of public property by
{individuals  which s at present  going
sanctioned  and  supported by unjust
Our desive i to secure to individuals all that
Justly belongs to them, and also 10 prevent
individuals taking that which does not belong
to them but to the community as 2 whole,

(34}

lavws,

value of all separable improvements in or on the
land, the value which is left is what we call
economic rent, or land values, or, in other words,
I the price which users agree to pay as the price
[ of permission to use land,
are not ereated either by the individual owners
or users, but are due to the natural inherent
capabilities of the land, the presence of popula-
| tion, and the combined energy, industry, growth,
and general social progress of the community.

So that the wealth which we wish to divert into |
the public treasury, is really common property, |
which certain privileged individuals are now by |

law allowed to intercept for their own private
use,

The power of landlordism to rob and harass
industry would crumble into nothingness under
the pressure of the Single Tax,
turn of the serew its effect, would be apparent,

| Land held out of use, or not put to its hest

use, would become an expensive luxury, and
the tax wed, Tandholders would be
more and more anxious to get their land put to
use, until at last no one would seck to own lund
unless to use it.

. iAs
WS 1nocrad

Thus uae, or ul'l'lllr:|]|r_\" of
land would gradually become the only form of
tenure, and private owne shipin land cease 1o be,

Long before this desivable consummation had
been reached, all men would be conscious that
rents would

loss,

a creat revolution was in pri

fall, wages rise, taxation wrow less and
trade fourish, and a new ern of industrin aniel
social p

Our

rosperity set in,

aith is strong in the hoelief that to do as
we purpose, namely, take in the forin of o tax
and apply to common uses the whole economie
rent of land, would ‘-rt‘.-«h:;:I]_\- issert natural
rights to land and obtain all the benefits which
would naturally acerue from common owner=l

2
i

'l'l:a-rwl}l\' wiee would REE itv of
opportunity  for all, and to cach the
1 .If”\'““'“1 of the full frait of then wuar,
thus ensuring a free and natural distribut o of
wenlth, extirpati poverty and the evile it
engenders, and generally pave the wiay for th

firm establishment of juster and happier social
conditions of life for all than those which at
present prevail,

than |
Any such |

The pressure of |

tion we advocate, but here our eritics deceive |

; : i
After deducting from the gross rental the

These land \'.-n]m-'~|

From the first |

! A “Progressive” Vote at the Glasgow

‘ Town Counecil.

| On Thursday, 18th February, the members of

the Glasgow Town Council were called upon to

elect a Macistrate for the City in room of Bailie
Paton, deccased. There were two candidates—
Councillor Steele, the reformer and Land Value
Taxation supporter, and Councillor Morris
Carswell, one of the most bitter reactionaries
and most !||‘r'.\i>-tn'ljt opponents to the cause of
Taxing Land Values.

| I‘H”ll\\.‘-‘:

The division was as
FOR CARSWELL.
Bailie Dick.
R. Anderson,
Cleland
Thomson
Jack.
Deacon-Convener Ramsay,
Dep. River Bailie Cuthbert,
Councillor Cronin,
Boyd Brown.
M* Lennan.
I“l']';li.“:"lh
Maxwell.
| G Mitehell,
D. Willox,
Martm.
Cunningsham

Councillor Finlay.

M*Farlane.

AL Brown.,

Dallas.

1Zrew.

. Stewart.

atevenson.,
2T,

Cochran, AL Carswell,
Main. v. M. Mitehell
1wy L. .
K. Browne K. tiraham.
41
FOR STEELE.

Bailie Chisliolm, Councillor Morrin.
Mur N. Thomson.
Sinelair

Dunlop.
Bilsland,
Alexander.
Robertson.,
D Carswell,
. M,

M*Cutchesn.,
Hunter,

Ntevenson,
'il-lll'l"-.

themselves and blind others to the truth.,  We | Hamilton, rwoodl.
do not propose to confiscate anything.  Our Dunn, Garey.,
proposal is to gradually pul a stop to the King. Oatts,

| —24
D rofc — Councillors Brechin and Steele—s,
. rd P'rovost : Bailie : Councillors A,
Oshorne, T, ‘\'\.l'_».u"l, T. Guthric, . . H. i kson, T2
Paderson, Gray, and J. W, Dick ; Dean of Guild ;
Treasurer Colgquhoun- 11,

Why this Tory vote on the part of the
“Stalwarts,” excluding the * wobblers.” for the
opponent, against  the of reform?
Councillor Stecle is recognised as a reformer
inside and outside the Council. e supported
Ex-Bailie Burt’s straighi motion, on
the 5th October last— to present a petition to
Parlinment in favour of making Land Values
the basis of the city's taxation,  Councillor
Morris Carswell uillmlsn-u] it. e has opposed
this reform all alone. Yet we find such men

£a1 |
reend

carried

as  Dailic Jack, Councillors Cronin, Doyd
Brown, Ferguson, Shaw Maxwell, (i, _\I‘:'t']h’:”'
Cochran, Dougan, R. Drowne, and P. G.
[ Stewart, who get credit for being the most

pronounced advoeates of social reform, tl
in their
man who
‘ interest,

Il'c;\\'ill_:_:
lot 1o rive ||1l-l' and power to a
has always bitterly opposed their
when they had the alternative of
| supporting a tried and trusted reformer.
In “manifesto to the electors ™
‘ November last, Councillor Ferguson wrote

his in
own
Councillor Carswell as “a cor

isistent municipal

Fory,” whe, in eicht different on

voted against

divisions
questions aftecting the “workers,”

their interests,

Whenee this change of front? Mo, I'erguson
threatened * he would change their com
or their

to e mude

ictions

seats.”  Does this mean that they are
|||::-_gi-‘

\\r-ll,
what does it

nciinn

e ¢

Giave race of liginan

Hle] Eail\fll: “].l'

cladms 1o prirsue the objects desires

| wiven o worlid ;|m’;|];r.-|| to the cratification of

those desives a world into which such i”'jfl'_\"i
are sin Iy born, anmnd it unavoidably follows
that they have cqual vights to 1 use of this
world, For if each of ‘lhias freedom to
do all that he wilis, pros infringes not
the -.--sli.'nl frecdom of Any o [ then each of

| them is free to ase I artisfaction
l-n!‘ hi ' oy others the
[ samme Tl \ IV 15 manifest
that no o nwp t m i earth
it uch « way as to prevent tl rest  from

v | il||-l:-ll|_\' nsing it, seeine that Lg do this 15 to
!.,\_._”“,.- creater freedom it the 1 st, and
1'|l||:~l'1l|lru1ll‘. Lo birvak the  faw, Hevbert

Spencer.

“Are you in favour of Taxing Land Values ?
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The Single Tax.
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We have NO WASTE COPIES WHATEVER
all our Returns being distributed at Political,

Literary, Social
Meetings.

The “Single Tax”
Libraries and Reading
and Reform circles in
thr‘eughoul Britain,
in the United States of

TO LAND

Reform,

and other

Rooms. and
the Cities

America,

REFORME RS

Public
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in Social
and Towns
in all British Colonies, and |

The Fxecutive of the Scottish Land Re-
storation Union appeal to all sympathisers

throughout Scotland to become members of

the Union.

Minimum Annual Subscription, 1s.

secures membership of the Union and a

copy of the
twelvemonth.

“Single Tax,”

post free, for a
Hs. secures membership, the |

“Single Tax” for twelve months, and an
assortment of Single Tax Pamphiets and
Leaflets, including those published during |

the year.

To Secruranies or
REronrm
Restoration
lecturers on social and

Union  are

open-air and indoor mee

Poriricarn
ORGANIZATIONS,

AND

"to the division ?

SOCIAL

“The Scottish Land
prepiarved Lo .t.u}:]:l_yl
labour ]:r'-'\};il-liln', fnl'i
tings.  Address—The |

Secretary, Hi George Htlu:i.]‘v, Glisgow,

The Treasurer of the Seottish Land Restora

tollowing |

tion Union has to ackn

Subseriptions and Donat

Bailie Chisholm, 0 10 0
Councillor . W. ]

Dick, - - 01 0l
T. F. Wilson, - 0 100 0}
Ji L Chalmers, O 1000
Poter M Lean, - 0O 10 0
Win, MARillop, - 0 10 0
Bailie Fife, .05 0l
Coun. R, Browne, 0 5 0
H. Fraser, - 50
Huch Blaie, PO, 0 50
Jaes Stewart, - 05 0
Wi, Gilson, - 05 0
Samuel Ciraliaom, 05 0
Walter Freer, - 05 0

J. Mtiaarin, - 0 5 0

Jas, Thorburn, - 0 5 0
Dionalid M onzie, (0 5 (b
Jobn Darnan, - 0026
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I. Neil, - SO LR La
JoH Young, - 0 2 06
Jonhn Shields, - o 20
Angus M Pherson, ¢ 20
Ihen, Oliphant, 0 2 G
1. Blue, - -0 26
I°. Phillips, 2B
Alex. ~nlu,| T
Arch, Mo .41 nonon

HONNYBRID

John S, Stein, - £40 1
FALKIRE

Bailie Chivistic, - £0 100

SERVE THE CAUSE BY

owledee the
ions

CAMPBELTOWN,

| Duncan Wright, £0

PEER]
H. Ballantyne,
junr,, - - L0
MUSSELBURGH,
G. A, o

MONTRAOSE,

as, Davidson, - £0

]|1.'I|1‘}' [Ross, - 0
ARERDEEXN.

John Leith - Lo

Jas, I Buteharet, 0O
Councillor  H.
MiDonald, - 0
Iix - Treasurer
Middleton, - 0
Creoree Gordon, i
(R R n G 1]
I, Henderson, -0
Jas, \il‘-nlll t

G. Muvay, 1NC., 0
KIRKOCALDY,

Jolin Bienie, - £
SELKIRK,
L. Clapperton, £0
NEWIORT,
Rov. 1L Macrae, £0
LIVEREFOOL,
A Sympathiser, - £3

BAN

Joseph Legs

i
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CGLASUOW, MILTON-OF-CAMPSTE.
A, 1L Provand, Thos, Caoneron, - £1
M.P, - &3 0 0 Thomas 'l'r‘u-)'. -
Geo, Gireen, C.C, 5 0 0 G B MeCallum, 0
Davil Cassels, - 2 010 0 LENNOXTOWN,
A Friemd,” per John Carneron, - £0
P. Bart, - 200 KRB INTELLOCH
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S 1, . .2 2 0 Robert Ove, TR
P, fcm ph Green, 20 20 00 Williwn Ore, - 0
Iox-ConneillorJas, WHITEINCHL
A enzi 22 00 WD Hamilton, £0 1
Robert Ca 112 0 RONNILL,
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John Che I 4 0 ITAWICK.
Travid 1 4 o J. T Laing, - £0
H. _\Lul e, 11 0 PATSLEY.
James Fleming, Dhivvid Christie, - £0
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Michael Swan, - 1 00 Bailie F. Moon, £0
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| 80 that he wnay sell it or give o, or

| that the why and the

9s. 6d.

Dot Bridgeton is o Scottish constituency,

| the worst possible form, in

leaders I\l'u:uﬂ.ml.

f'fu:uudfuh.r. the value that

wheat bels s o the

| altaches to land 6 iy the yron th of “the rraf..m.rf-'un"r/'

J{Wu‘ S Jf‘f’llfllif 7] H'w el ie .r:r'n-rtl" el f)l.w.f’ fw!'r).ru;\
to the Phus, 17 a0 man
takes a fish from the ocean he acquires a right of
‘.ru‘rr‘,rnr';«'.l'af 19 thet H\fa which exelusive w'lr;fa.r! he
may troansite by wr‘p or r;.-,'( But he
obtain a similar right of property in the ocean,

anediviclieal,

crrnol

furl Ll others
ti wwse il — ey (Cearge,

The Bridgeton Election.

The result of the DBridgeton

returning Sir Cuannes Caverox by the narrow
majority of 125 came undoubtedly as a surprise
to the

generally, It is

Liberals of Glaszgow
felt in
verdict of

Politicians

ioanere

and the country
I‘i}Jf'f‘-"Ll EHJl‘l ['!'ff”'lll
cireles that the
an  explanation. are calculating
of time when the

“We

question

that it 1s now nmatter

Tories will say in Glagrow: are seven,”

This is o more general we do not

propose to discuss  at present, except to say
of this rests
with the Liberals of Glasgow themselves. We

Why are

wherefore

confine our remarks to Brideeton.

the Bridgcton clectors

Why is Liberalism on the down grade?  Let
us see. Was it Liberal fight as in the old |
days, when Sivr Grorce Trevenvas first came |

By no means.
Ireland tirst and
The

aarb,

it was

1.]]1‘

and

All during fierhit
chied
the

feet

Bridgeton Heotland  after.

speakers came inoa foreign and

Liberal organisers fell prostrate at their

Wae

Seotland as well ;

Home Rule for Ireland, and |

for

arce  for

Home Rule all round.

with
for
Irish voters on the
why the odd 10,000

with their interests and :|1e-u.-:l.<.\

wine  questions  ealling loudly .».ululiun
That there are some SO0
roll is no reason whatever
Seottish voters,

should have been thrown aside by the Liberal

leadders, an ecasy prey to the vigilant Tory |
organisers.

Yet this was done.  The Irishmen ook
possession of the ramparts at the beginning |
of the contest, and up:‘.n].}' boasted  that |
the fight was for lvish IHome Rule Mr.
AL P M Huan, “eame specially down at Jonx |
DiLLox's  request.” The first meeting  he
addressed  was under the Liberal auspices,
calledl to hear the Liberal candidate. Mr,
MHugh  commenced right away by a tivade
acainst Mre. Asquitin and the Liberal party in

which he boldly

¢ He the

nor for

sadd: cared  nothing  for
Charles (!

there in the interests of Treland,”

party, Sir ameron.  He was

and altogether

carried himself, to quote a loeal Trish Nationalist |

L, the r',‘fr.-r.n'_f_{-ur' Obsereer,  Yas if the

supporting of Sir Charles Cameron was a bhitter
pill, which party loyalty
swallow.”

The

clectors present, were amazed and astounded at
Mr., M:lugh's Put

[.,i':::‘l':i}:%, 0o =iy |1-.|H|in_-; i:t' Hl\' nl'm-i'

remrks,
They were openly advised
Metugeh

day to insist on Mr.

half of s

:'niln'\\'iug

the

using the other return ticket,

theyv heeded not, and tolerated him 1o the last,

His value to the Liberal cause is summed up |

in the frank and outspoken remarks of the

(Misereer, which said:

(Ol asgone Tf.-rr!l.rF-.-' erery
N itaah peeined fie fost fen, )
hes, din pustence, did el o
thaw good They vecetved f o 4
w of H i seul e ]
Wit .J:"x;'_- i el the

attituwde on the

part of the

the

Whenee

Cliis

Ciberals?  Is it not suflicient for Irish

$We would simply take for the :nmm?ucuyl

Ilection in |

Bridgeton demands |

forsaking the old faith ?|

Liberal |

compelled him to |

none  of the |

But |

Vationalist electors in any Scottish constituency
candidate is in favour, and

If not,
L it ought to be, and must be, if Liberalism is to

it}[-LT the Liberal

[ that the Tory is against, Home Rule?

thrive in the country., The people who are
Liberal Party

Reform, can best he appealed to by questions

invited to vote for the and

directly affecting their own and their country’s
wellbeing ; and if the Liberal managers cannot
see this, and will persist in giving Scottish
they

reasonably complain if they fail to inspire the

affairs a subordinate position, cannot

people with enthusiasm for the Liberal cause.
But the climax came in Bridgeton when, at
the close of the campaign, Mr. WirLian Nicor,
an officer of the Brideeton Liberal Association,
appeared along with Countess Kearvey, and
Mrs. of the
tion, at the Sunday meeting of the Home
Branch of the Trish National
“He had to convey to the

Banrox, Women's Liberal Associa-
Government
League, and said
members of the Dranch and the other members
I a

Lof the and to the

district, the thanks of the Executive of the

League, Irishmen of the
Bridgeton Liberal Association, for the splendid
| and loyal services they had rendered to the
Liberal candidate in the contest, especially to
thank Mr. M‘Hugh,”

Mr. Nicol spoke for the Bridgeton Liberal

Why,
Nicol acted as election secretary for

Exceutive, it is only last November

since Mr.

the return of ex-Bailic M‘Lexyay, Tory and
| publican, to the Glasgow Town Council, who
| . : .

[now sits there a bitter and uncompromising

| npptmc nt to Bailie Chnrsmony and other social

eformers. It would be laughable if it were not

wmnds of such Is it

that the day seems looming when

| ad to witness the affairs of Liberalism in the
| misguided mediocrities.

[ any wonder
the Tories will ¢lnim Glasgow as their own !
After all The
Gliasgor Evcominer, the other Trish Nationalist
paper admits “ that some 200 Trish
| votes went Tory, while the other SO0 wendt Jor the
| Liberal” I it not just possible that the
could  Le

how did the Trish vote go?

in the city,

| figures veversed  and  be nearer
[the truth? Is it not highly probable
|1h;1t. the parish  priest, who openly voted
! Tory, has more influence than the Nationalists

of the Home Government Branch, and
| that this was used on behalf of the Tory

| policy of doing something for English Catholic
It is their
Irish
Nationalists who voted Liberal; they know the

schools! We are not blaming them.,

own affair, Al manner of credit to the
|

| real intevest of Treland must \Llﬂ'l.,‘l in the hands
| of the Tories.  But while we may acknowledge
|

their assistance, we insist that Bridgeton is a

Seottish constituency, and that the election
| should have been controlled in the interests of

Liberalism by Scotsmen, and not by Trishmen
[ who, by abuse of the Liberal Party, “drive
| dozens and scores of voters into the Tory camp.”
| The strongest connuent on the unwisdom and
bad taste of this reckless procedure is to be
found 20ch

article,

the Vasgoe Evaminer of the

february,  which, i its  leading

trinmphantly
b ﬂf'i‘u’_-,w-!un'.\
| the

leave our

clatims Hir Charles Cameron as
.I"a'.l.f}a .”"Hrl'rwr.“

Tories making the

We may rely on
of this,
snd

most and we

Liberal leaders organisers  to

explain it away.

The Labour-Socialist vote, it is said, went in

favour of the Tory,  We are not surprised.

Like, they sav, dmaws to like, and if a cood

Socialist is stiered he will be found a Conserva-

tive.  They both believe in protection and
vegulation for the working man as a thing of
paramonnt importance.  They onl by differ as to

| who should do the regulating ; the one goes for

HANDING THE PAPER TO A FRIEND.
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THE SINGLE TAX.

When
Liberals see clearly the difference between their

the aristocracy, the other for the State.

declared policy of equality of opportunity to all
and privilege to none, and the Tory and Socialist

policy of paternalism and State Aid, they will

be able to preach successfully a living gospel of |

hope to the masses,

Until they realise this, there is every likeli
hood, onimportant occasions, of their floundering
and clutehing at every broken reed and detached
political faction, from a some-time labour leader
to a “pro Ireland first ” delegate from London.
Here and There.

The proposed Municipal Building for London |

is to cost £300,000, while the site will involve
an outlay of £850,000.

Mr. Labouchere told the Liberal Club the
other day that *he was credibly informed that
Lord Penrhyn’s ancestors robbed a slate
mountain from the public, out of which that
nobleman was making £60,000 a year, and
when his workmen asked a rise in wages he
refused it to them.” '

A league of young men to take an active

part in municipal polities on non-partisan lines, |

has just been started in Chicago. 56 George
Square, Glasgow is open for local young men
to do the same for the Second City.”

The Liberal Publication Department, 42
Parliament Street, London, continue active in

publishing readable up-to-date electioneering |
leaflets, which can be had by Liberal Associa- |

tions, and similar bodies, for from 3s. to 4s. 6d,
per 1000,

The latest consignments received at Single
Taw Office deal with the Education Question,

Tory Social Reform, Ten Things done by the |

Tory Government, the Rating Act, John Morley
on the Education Bill—a searching criticism—
and Dropping the Social Programine, illustrated,

These publications are well-written,

exposures of the Government's pledges and |

broken promises, and it will take the Torv
1 N

organisation, with all its money, to come within |

miles of such excellent powder and shot,

“A piece of ground in Millport,” says the
_Jr;'?tf"’.'f(f-r.'r.r.. “ \\'i'{-]l HY fx"l.l (][1'{,}_', Was .\:nl(‘f J'nunnf.l)f
for £140. This ground was made valuable
solely by the presence of the community, which
should of course benefit by that. If a tax of
five per cent. were imposed on this ground, the
town would have been benefitted annually to
the extent of £7 10s. Let ratepayers think
over this matter.” The Bufeman sees the Cat,

A barber in a thoroughfare in the Northern
district of Glasgow has the following legend
displayed in his window —

WESTWARD HO!
Removing three doors west from this x nted shop.
We deal with razors, but not rent-raisers,
The Independent (of) Labour Party-
The Landlord,

[n sending a donation to the funds of the
Single Tax, Mr. Michacl Swan, president of the
Glasgow Liberal Club, says—*“You are doing
good work ; T have pleasure in sending  you
enclosed contribution.

The Glasgow Single Taxers are being com-
plimented all round for their work on behalf of
the candidature of Sir Charles Cameron, the
Liberal candidate at the Bridreton election last
mouth,  7%e New Age published in full the
leatlet, “ The Land Question and the Taxation
of Laud Values.”

In another column we quote from an article
by Mr. Richard M¢Ghee, M.P., in 7le New
Age, dealing with Sir Charles Cameron’s Radical
record.  During the contest we heard My,
M‘Ghee publicly refer to this record. If the
Liberals had been alive to their business this
would found a place in the election
literature issued.  Everything can’t be done in
the course of a week, but this should have been
done.

have

lucid |

The Duke of Westminster, K., has subscribed €10
| to the Church Society for the Promotion of Kindness
| to Animals, £50 to the Church Sanitary Association,

and £40 to the Church Burial, Funeral, and Mourning
Reform Association.

“Fiver” to the Single T'ax.
Ceat!

Since the formation of the Assoeiated Ironmoulders
of Scotland—some 60 years ago—they have paid as
idle  benefit, £302 8¢ funeral Dhenefit, £60,019;
accident benefit, £2,250; lent to £56IN0;

members,
superannuation benefit, £68,671 —making a total of
£439,304.

The new boy doesn’t think the Ironmoulders
will send on £1,000 to the Single Twr.  There
| might be a strike, he says, and then they would
| ?'r'r}f.?{?‘}'r‘ all the maney.
| When the Trades

Unionists see the ecat
land  monopolist—and set themselves free.
| The ecat can only be seen through the
law of rent, and by a study of the Land
(Juestion. The landowners know  this.

Lord Londonderry recently advised the miners |

to have nothing to do with land reformers, and
to stick to trades-unionism. e is in earnest
(for which he deserves our hest thanks); and
the landlord party in Durham, it is said, have
decided to send out a “Constitutional Work-
mans’ Van” as a counterblast to the Red
and Yellow Vans of the English Land Restora-
tion League and Land Nationalisation Society.
More power to them- They will make converts
to the truth.

| Lord Penrhyn, another Landowner. is on a
| different tack. He is assisting the Land Ques-
tion men to waken up the trades unionists to
the fact that he and his elass have the power to
shut down on labour the natural opportunities
to employment, and that when they will to do
so, trades union organisation is as helpless as
| the Taxation of Land Values is powerful to
shatter the nefarious “trade” of the monopolists
and land speculators,

Mr. W. Chapman Wright, agent of the
English Land Restoration League, has addressed
| several meetings during the past month at
Portsmouth, with much acceptance.,  Lord
| Penrhyn is maintaining the interest on the
| question just now in the South.

*Mr. Edward M‘Hugh, who is at present
preaching the Siugle Tax gospel in New York,
has just received a letter from Mr. Leslie M.
Johnston, Londen, editor of the Seamans
Chroniele, stating that he is now a Single

Taxer, and means to start a good Single Tax |

movement in London,

Henry George is being talked about as a
candidate for first Mayor of Greater New York.
The newspaper men are after Mr, George to
know what he will do if the Democrats invite
him to stand.

Mr. George Elliot, who is engaged with other
active spirits
ladical Association, writes to the daily papers
that the only peaceful and satisfactory way of
abolishing the House of Landlords is by taxing

them politically ” 1s a decided failure. This is
good advice.  When the lords are taxed out,
they won’t be concerned much as lords in

obstructing legislation.

Not one solitary square inch of English soil
remains unclaimed on which the landless
citizen ean legally lay his head, without paying
tax or toll to somebody ; in other words, without
giving a part of his own labour, or the product
of his labour, to one of the squatting class (the
landlords), in exchange for their permission
(which they can withhold if they choose)
merely to go on existing on the ground which
was originally common to all alike, and has
been unjustly seized upon (through what parti-
cular process matters little) by the ancestors or
predecessors of the present
trant Allean.,

monopolists.—

Do you want the Single Tar to be a power
]iu politics? Then persuade Reformers to join
| the Subscribers’ List.

Our new boy noticed this in the daily papers |
and says he thinks the Dook will send on a |
He hasn’t seen the

land values, and that the other plan of “nipping |

they'll strike against our common enemy——the |

Mew Zealand.
Consul Connollys New Report
Proves Single Tax Success.
EVILS OF PATERNALISM.
BENEFITE OF “ BUrsting vp” Laxp MoxopoLy :
“INCREASED AND CONTINUED PRrOsPERITY.”
PARTIAL SINGLE TANX MEANS HIGH WAGES.

Wasniveroy, Feb. 11. — United States
Consul John D. Connolly, of Auckland, New
Zealand, has sent ancther valuable report to
the State Department at Washington. This

| new State paper is a supplement to Consul

Connolly’s tax report of 1894, Tt is issued, the
author says, in reply to “hundreds of letters
asking for additional information, from all
classes of citizens— doctors, lawyers, legislators,
would-be immigrants, and nearly all kinds of

| social reformers.”

[ treaty with the

He proceeds to tell how New Zealand had
Leen carsed by land monopoly and how, by a
partial application of the policy of the Single
Tax, that monopoly was destroyed to the great
advantage of the whole country. This consular
report flatly contradicts the stories, published
in certain Tory newspapers in this country,
alleging that “the New Taxation” had been a
failure in New Zealand. Consul Connolly
positively states that the le Tax, although
not fully enforced and although handicapped by
paternal legislation, is a distinet success and
blessing to the people. As to the conditions
that led up to this great reform, the Consul
writes as follows :—

“Tt may not be generally known that by
British Government all the
lands of the colony were vested in the Maoris
(natives), and could not be alienated except by
their consent: but early in the history of the
colony, the ‘Pakeha’ (European), with his usual
earth-hunger, began to manifest his superior
intelligence over the poor unsophisticated Maori
by acquiring large areas of the very best land
in the colony for almost nothing. Thus from
the very beginning of British settlement and for
twenty or thirty years afterwards, this scheme
of despoiling the natives of their birthright
continued until the most fertile and
developed lands had been alienated.

“The population being sparse, this condition
of affairs was not noticeable till immigration set

easily

in on an extensive scale, when it was found that
the eyes had been picked out of the colony—so
far as good and easily cultivated land was
concerned. It is true there was any quantity
of land still available, but the best Jands had
been largely acquired both by individuals and
companies—sometimes in blocks of 100,000
acres and It is charged against the
church missionaries that the Y were as great
sinners in the acquisition of valuable lands as
were the laymen.

over,

“Most of the lands thus acquired remained
unimproved—held, for the most part, by wealthy
people for speculative purposes. However, as
population inecreased, the demand for good land

{ became greater, till, tinally, the people became
1an endeavour to start a (lasgow | .

thoroughly roused and exasperated at the ‘dog-
in-the-manger’ policy pursued by the large
holders, and a course of action was determinedly
resolved upon, having for its aim the passing of
legislation which would bring about a radical
change in the land policy of the country. It
was this legislation, which had for its pt':rpo.-e
the “bursting up’ of those immense estates, and
thereby affording every man in the colony who
desired it a piece of land upon which to build
himself a home.

“Of course, as might generally have been
expected, a ery of alarm went up, and this class
of legislation was condemued far and wide as
being revolutionary and un-English, and those
who favoured such laws were denounced as
“socialists * and ‘spoliators.” Be this as it may,
the people adhered to their settled policy, and
the hand of the clock has not been turned back
as yet—the course of legislation still goes on.
The honest convietion of those who were disin-
terested spectators and had a kunowledge of the
facts were, and still are, that no moral wrong
had been committed in compelling the selfish,
large landholders to either sell, improve, or sub-
divide their holdings.

“ Now,” he continues, “ the people are rapidly
beginning to realise the beneficial effects of the

READ THE APPEAL TO LAND REFORMERS ON PAGE 4.
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new era that had been inaugurated a few years
back, and are becoming reconciled to the
innovation they were wont to
heretofore.”

¢ This restoration of confidence is the result
of largely increased and continued prosperity,
which, in a measure, they attribute to the new
order of things, and, in this, they are to some
extent warranted, for there is no doubt there
has been considerable improvement in nearly
every branch of trade and industry.”

Recurring to the evils that had followed the
theft of the Maori lands by the speculators,
Mr, Connolly dwells at some length on that
story of oppression and depression.  He
describes the hard times that followed the
collapse of the speculative boom, and depicts
the growing suffering and indignation of the
people.  Then he tells of the downfall of the
Tory Government and the success of the
people’s party.  Butheis careful to point out the
bad results of the crude, paternal legislation
with which the tax reform policy was cumbered.
He deplores the death of Mr. Ballance, the
able, experienced leader of the reform party ;
and he narrates what happened after that death
as follows:—

“Then began that era of democratic and
semi-socialistic land and labour legislation,
including the extension of the franchise to
women, which has brought New Zealand into

almost universal notoriety, if not fame. It

would be contrary to fact to say that all that
has been done has been successful, for the
reason that most of the legislation of recent
years was crude and ill digested before its
passage. Some labour legislation especially is
extremely vexatious in its character, the idea
being to make the life of the worker easier and
happier—an idea with which no one can find
fault—provided the interests of all concerned
are properly safe guarded.  Here, however,
from the trend of legislation, it would appear
that due consideration was given only to one
side of the question, and with the result that
the producing power of the people has been

considerably curtailed in consequence of foo
many legally enforced holidays and  half
holidays, and other interference with the

ordinary business pursuit and life of the people.”
But though the class legislation which had

condemn |

Etlmt the passage of this measure is mainly
{attributable.

Under the heading * Coneclusion,” Mr.
| Connolly says:—*“T have been a studious
| observer of every phase of social life H.Il‘d
legislative change that has taken place in this
colony during the last seven years. I arrived
at the beginning of the experimental era—and
it is no misnomer to call much of the legislation
of the past few years experimental in the
truest sense. But while it is so, there is a most

‘Let matters remain as they are; they suit us
well enough.”” That some of ¢ the prominent

admits, but he repeats “there is the fact of
| increased prosperity in nearly every branch of
| trade and industrial life throughout the country.
TFarm products are fetching satisfactory prices,
manufacturing industries are running full time
and paying good wages and fair interest on the
capital invested, and the credit of the country
at no period of its history stood so high in the
English market as it does to-day.”

Land Values at the Glasgow
Town Council.
FOR AND AGAINST SINCE NOVEMBER
At the Glasgow November 1896 Municipal

Elections, 49 members out of the 77 who sit in
the Town Council were returned pledged to the

Taxation of Land Values. They were as
follows : — Lord Provost Richmond, DBailies
Shisholm, R. Anderson. M Cutcheon, Fife,
Hunter, M‘Phun, Battersby, Jack, W. F.
Anderson.  Councillors Alexander, Bilsland,
Brechin, Boyd 8. Brown, Richard Browne,

Calderwood, Dr. Carswell, Cochran, Cronin,
Cunningham, Dallas, J. W. Dick, Dougan,

Hamilton, King, Main, Shaw Maxwell, G.
Mitchell, Morrin, Murdoch, M‘Farlane, Maclay,
Osborne, Paton, Pettigrew, Sandilands, Steele,

D. M. Stevenson, P. G. Stewart, Walker,
Wallace, Willock, Willox - 49.  Councillor
Graham, who stood for Land Values in

November, has since been elected by the Council
in room of Bailie Paton, deceased, which makes

been tacked on to the programme of tax-reform, |

had hindered, and, in some minds, discredited |

that programme, Mr. Connolly leaves no room |

for doubt as to the good that has been done |
He shows that under

by the new taxation.
this policy the number of land holders holding
estates valued at over 500 dollars, inereased
from 84,549 in 1889 to 91,601 in 1892:
and he says: “The holders of small areas,
say from five acres and under to 1000 acres,
increased proportionally, both in number and
in value of improvements.”  Then he adds this
emphatic sentence—“In the face of these
figures there is little room for doubt as regards
the wisdom of abolishing the improvement tax.”

Tt must be remembered, however, that this has
been a national not a local reform, for the revenues
of most of the towns and municipalitias of New
Zealand are still raised by the old system of
taxing improvements as well as land.  But
even in those little local governments the way
is being cleared for the march of reform. On
10th July, 1896, o federal law was passed,
entitled, “New Local Bodies Rating Act on
Unimproved Values.”  Commenting on  this
measure, Mr. Connolly says:—* This act should
gladden the heart of the average ‘Single Taxer,’
for the reason that it goes a long way in that
direction.” By the provisions of this act 25
per cent. of the ratepayers of any defined dis-
triet where the total number of ratepayers does
not exceed 100, may petition the chairman of
the governing body to call an election for the
purpose of determining whether the taxes shall
be levied under the old systewm, viz., on land and
improvements, or on the unimproved land value
only.

In any district where the ratepayers number
more than 100, and less than 300, only 20 per
cent. is required to petition for such an elecion
and where the number of ratepayers exceed 300,
only 15 per cent. are required to secure such an
election by petition. “There are,” says Mr,
Connolly, “a large number of Single Tax advo-
cates in the colony, and I believe 1 am right in
saying that it is to their persistent advocacy

a total of H0.

On the 25th December, 1896, Councillor
Ferguson moved that the Council seck the
cooperation of 5 of the principal towns in
Britain and Treland, to petition Parliament for
powers to tax land values for local purposes.

Treasurer  Colquhoun moved the previous
question.
There voted for the motion :— Bailies

Chisholm, Paton, M‘Cutcheon, Fife, Hunter,
M:Phun, Battersby, W. F. Anderson. Coun-
cillors Alexander, Boyd Brown, R. Browne,
Calderwood, Dr. J. Carswell, Cochran, Dougan,
Dunn, Ferguson, Finlay, Garey, Gray, Hamilton,
Shaw Maxwell, G. Mitchell, Morrin, Maclay,
Sandilands, P.G. Stewart, Walker, Willock 29,

For the previous question :i—Lord Provost
Richmond, Bailies Dick, R. Anderson, Cleland,
Thomson. Dean of Guild. Treasurer Colquhoun.

Councillors  Cuthbert, A. Brown, Morris
Carswell, Cunningham,  Dallas, Guthrie,
Hutchison, Kerr, Main, Martin, Murdoch,

M‘Farlane, M‘Lennan, Oatts, Osborne, Paterson,
Paton, Robertson, Shearer, W. Stevenson,
Thomson, Watson—29.

The Lord Provost gave his casting vote for
the previous question.

On the 22nd February, Councillor Ferguson
brought the question before the Council again,
and moved—* (1) That instructions be given to
the Clerk to direct the sttention of the Town
Councils of the eight chief towns of Englanil
and Ireland to the petition recently presented
by this Corporation to Parliament upon the
Valuation and Taxation of Land Values: and
(2) that directions be given to the Parliamentary
Bills Committee to prepare a Bill for Parliament
embodying the principles of the petition so
presented by this Corporation to Parliament.”

Mr. Shaw Maxwell seconded the proposal.

Treasurer Colquhoun moved the previous
question, which was seconded by Mr. William
Stevenson.

Bailie W. F. Anderson said that at the
recent Municipal Elections 49 members pledged
themselves, or allowed the public to believe

gratifying feature which compensates for the |
violence done to those whose motto has been, |

and well-to-do colonists” have been .hocked, he |

Dunlop, Dunn, Ferguson, Finlay, Garey, Gray, |

that they had pledged themselves to the Taxa-
tion of Land Values. The point was simply—
Were the members not prepared to affirm that
the principle of the Taxation of Land Values
was a ripe subject for taxation, and that the
other eight important towns in England should
| be asked if they were in line with Glasgow on
| that subject? Those who were not with them
were against them. (Applause.)

The division was as follows: —For Councillor
Ferguson’s motion—DBailies Fife, Hunter,
M<‘Phun, Battersby, Jack, W. F. Anderson.
Councillors Alexander, Bilsland, Brechin, Boyd-
Jrown, R. Browne, Dr. J. Carswell, Cochran,
Cronin, W. Dick, Dougan, Dunlop, Ferguson,
Finlay, Hamilton, Shaw Maxwell, G. Mitchell,
Morrin, M‘Lay, D. M. Stevenson, Stewart,
Willox—27.

For the previous question—Lord Provost
Richmond. Bailies Murray, Sinclair, R.
Anderson, M‘Cutcheon, Cleland, Morris,
Carswell, Cuthbert, Treasurer Colquhoun.
Councillors A. Brown, Cunningham, Dallas,
Graham, Guthrie, Hutchison, Kerr, Main,
Martin, Murdoch, M‘Farlane, Oatts, Paterson,
Robertson, Shearer, Sorley, W. Stevenson,
Watson—27. The Lord Provost gave his
casting vote for the previous question.

What a falling off is here. We leave the
favourable absentees from these important
divisions to account for themselves. Possibly
bad organisation in the main accounts for these
deplorable defects, but certainly there are
serews loose somewhere.

When Mr. Burt was in the Council, he
carried his motions against far greater odds.
He thereby lifted the cause in the estimation of
the public, and encouraged politicians and re-
formers standing for the reform throughout the
{length and breadth of the land, and to the far
ends of the earth. Then we had victories to
] chronicle at the Glasgow Town Council. Now
there is nothing but confusion and disaster.

But let those responsible take heed. The rate-
payers will find them out in due course, for
there is more and more evidence to show that
the Glasgow people are determined on this
reform.  Does anyone want the latest proof of
this? DMr. Scott Dickson, the Tory candidate
for Bridgeton, gave it last month when he
placarded the dead walls of Bridgeton— Vote for
Dickson and the Taration of Ground Rents.

What has Councillor Cunningham to say for
himnself, we are entitled to ask? He voted
against these two motions, yet he invited the
electors in  November last to “ Vofe for
Cunningham and the Taxation of Land Values.”

What has Councillor Main to say? He
also voted against these motions. Yet
he promised on the platform, in November
last, to vote for the question. We
took him on his word, as a gentleman
and said in the Single T'ax of that month—
that though he had voted previously against
the question in the Council, he had now publicly
pledged himself to support it. Mr. Main took
the fullest advantage of this, and issued a
special circular stating. in italics, as a reason
why the electors should vote for him—¢ That
the Single Tax had reported him favourable to
the Taxation of Land Values.” We can only
apologise to the electors, and say, that, like
themselves, we had only Mr. Main’s word for
it.  When he comes “ to face the music” again,
we don't expect he will quote the Single T'az in
another circular. This, we are sure, will be
left to the opposition candidate.

Then there is Lord Provost Richmond. The
Single Taxers and Liberals of the ward he
represents had his distinct promise to vote for
Taxing Land Values. They supported him on
that account. They have been sadly taken in,
and no doubt feel sore that Mr. Richmond has
twice cast the Lalance in favour of Land
Values being exempt from contributing to the
rates, and for the continuance of the existing
system of land monopoly, with its rack-rented
vietims, many of them in the 13th Ward,
huddled together in conditions “so filthy and
rotten, and polluted,” according to Mr
Mitchell, vice-president of the {;lilr-i"_:n\\' School
Board, “that they are beyond 1]‘('51-r'i]|li011."

The day of reckoning will come. You can fool
all the people some of the time ; you can fool
some of the people all the time, but you can’t
fool all the people all the time,

Our Natural Storehouse, the Land, is Locked.

g
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The Record of Bridgeton’s
Radical Member.

OF SIR CHARLES CAMERON ALPSs
PUBLIC SERVICES.

Mr. Richard M‘Ghee, M.P,, in an article to
our plain spoken Radical contemporary, Z%e
New dge, says :—

One of the first things that drew my attention to
Sir Charles Cameron was his championship of a poor
woman who had been prosecuted by the Glasgow police
for stealing a handful of chips belonging to a certain
Bailie Bamnerman.  The unfortunate woman was
brought before the magistrates—Bailie Bannerman sat
on the bench—and the woman was sentenced to a short
term of imprisomment.  Dr. Cameron took the matter
up. The Home Secretary of the day released the
woman. But Dr. Cameron was not satisfied. He
pursued the matter further. ¥
from the beneh and disappeared from public life.

I was a young man at the time, but I have a very
vivid recollection of the impression the incident made
upon me. I said to myself, *‘this Dr. Cameron is a
man after my own heart.”

Another affair of the same sort I recall. A certain
almighty god—a landlord in the vicinity of Loch Fyne
—by name Sir John Orde, was driving one day, and a
little urchin ran after his vehicle; whereupon the
baronet ung his whip round, and encircled the child’s
neck with the lash, and dragged the poor little chap
some distance along the road, until the lash got loose.
The baronet went on his way, and none dared call him
to account.  But Dr. Cameron stepped forward, com-
pelled a prosecution, and secured a conviction. And
that was the last of Sir John Orde.

Dr. Cameron rose vet higher in my esteem.

Then, I recall the time \\%\en the Truck system exten-
sively prevailed in Glasgow. Dr. Cameron engaged a
commission to investigate the whole system, and
published a series of articles in the Glasgow daily and

SOME

weekly Mail, and made the people of Secotland |

thoroughly acquainted with the evils of the system, and
to him more than to any other man we are indebted
for the abolition of the system. He roused public
attention and organised enthusiasm, and the iniguity
was put down.

Then, in the seventies, the clearing of the streets of
Glasggw was a matter of contract, and the contractors,
for some reason or other—perhaps for a reason it will
not be difienlt to guess—attended very well to the
West Knd, but neglected the poorer districts, the
slums, to such an extent that they were filthy in the
extreme. The sanitary condition of the houses and
back-yards was horrible.  They were simply death
dens.” The death rate was very high indeed. Dr.
Cameron and his wife, and members of the Mail stall,
made a thorough investigation, and in a series of
powerful articles published in the Muil, laid bare the

Bailie Bannerman retired |

whole abomination; rousing public attention to such |

a degree that the sanitary authoriticg were cumpcllcd
to take the matter out of the hands of contractors and
deal with it themselves, and from that time to this the
slums of Glasgow have been as carefully looked after
as the West Knd, .

Then, at one time, adulteration of food was a very
common thing in Glasgow as elsewhere.  Dr. Cameron
exposed this villainy also.  He published a series of
articles in the Mail on such subjects as ** Death in the
sugar bowl,” and in this way threw light upon the
subjeot and aroused public opinion, with the result
that food inspection became law, and inspectors were
appointed, and everything was changed. )

Then, everyone remembers how trade unions stood
in relation to the criminal law some years ago. At
that time the trade unions of Seotland were in a weak
and helpless condition ; but they were led by able men,
among them Alexander Macdonald, afterwards memher
for Stafford ; Audrew Boa, member of the Conservative
Party in Glasgow ; Daniel Ferguson, and others.  Dr.
Cameron associated himself with these men, took up
the question of the trades unions’ position, and earried
on a vigorous agitation., Large demonstrations were
held in Glasgow and all the large industrial centres.
The agitation spread all over the ceuntry, and finally
the law was altered.

Then, at the General Election in 1874, two] real
“'higs‘ Messrs, Crum and Bolton, were nominated }_Jy
a \\'i}ig clique as candidates for Glasgow in the room
of Messrs, Graham and Dalgliesh, resigned, Labour
at that time had no one to represent its grievances
save Mr. George Anderson, M1, and the wdvanced
Reform Party in Glasgow, believing that Dr. Cameron
was the strongest demoerat to be found, invited him

to stand for one of the scats—(Gilasgow was then a |

three-cornered constituency.,  The trades gathered
round the man who had so vigorously fought for the
poor and championed the cause of labour, and placed
him at the head of the ]\!)IL Crum and Bolton were

For the Bridgeton Election.

The following appeal, issued as a leaflet by

the Scottish Land Restoration Union, was posted

to the electors of Bridgeton, at the recent
Parliamentary contest: —

The Land Question and the Taxation
of Land Values.

The Land Question lies at the root of the
Labour Problem, because land is the first
necessity of all employment.  All industry
consists either of drawing the raw material
directly from land, or of working that material
up into finished products.

Yet in this country enormous tracts of land
are, for purposes of sport or speculation, held
idle, or are only put to partial use.

HOW LAND VALUES ARE CREATED.

The value of land is not produced by anything
the landowner does, but is due to the presence
and cnergy of the whole community. Where
population is sparse and inactive, the value of
land is proportionately low. Where population
is dense and energetic, Land Values are high.
Thus, land assumes its very highest value just
where population is densest and most energetic
—in the heart of our great cities.

To illustrate. The G‘rla.s%ow Corporation

aid recently #£29,000 for 82 acres at

ollcross, for a Public Park. At once
12 acres of adjacent land rose in price
from £350 per acre to £500 per acre.

Another case. When the Cathcart
School Board wanted the use of land, some
two years ago, to erect a Public School,
the price rose from £2 10s. per acre per
annum, to £100 per acre per annum.

Again, the Glasgow Social Union, who
resolved to build houses for the working classes,
had to pay for the ground they occupy, at the
rate of £4 400 per acre, or over £200 per
acre per annum.

A STRIKING EXAMPLE.

The Corporation of Glasgow over a hundred
years ago sold the site upon which the Glasgow
Municipal Buildings stand, for 2s, 8d. per
square yard, or some £800 in all. When
the Corporation bought this same site back,
some twelve years ago, they had to pay for it
£175,000—equal to £35 10s. per square yard.

It is the artificial scarcity of land, caused
by landowners holding building sites out of
use, at fancy monopoly prices, that prevents
the extension of the building trade and forces
the people to live in congested districts. This
was the finding of the Royal Commission on
the Housing of the Working Classes, and they
reported in favour of Taxing Land Values as a
means of compelling the owners to part with
these sites, at their Market Value, to those
who are desirous of building, and as a new
source of taxation that would lighten the rates
on the present occupicrs.

WHY SHOULD LAND VALUES BE

FROM TAXATION?

They are created by the presence, growth,
and industry of the people, and are sustained by
the expenditure of public money.

To take Land Values in Taxation would not
be to take the private earnings of anyone. It
would merely be taking for public purposes a
value which is created by the publie, and which

EXEMPT

| would enable us to correspondingly relieve the

ratepayers of the burden of taxation.

On this subject, the National Conference
of the Scottish Liberal Associations, held in
Apnl, 1893, declared by unanimous resolution :-

“That the land belongs to the people, and
that the rent or annual value be used for public
purposes only.”

In February, 1891, when the Conservative
party was in power, Mr. Provand, M., moved
a resolution on Land Taxation in the House of

| Commons, which was defeated on a division.

rejected, although they had been r-all]-{m:'lucl by the |

Glasgow /Hernld,  And that was the e
in Glaggow,

Then, before and after this, Dr. Cameron carried on
a great campaign against a Tammany gang in the
Glasgow Town Council—a  gang  that wuas much
concerned in the lmprovement Trast —and drove them
out.

Then the publicans made a most determined effort
to capture the Town Connceil, and again Dr. Cameron
took the field. He fought the publicans with much
vigour and determination, and roused the enthusiasm
of the citizens to such a degree that the whole drink
crowd was defeated-—not a single man of them getting
wseat,  Dr. Cameron made the Town Council a place
to which workinghmen could send their representatives,
and from that time to this the Glusgow Council has
been the most Progressive municipal body in the
world.  For this rvesult, I affirm without hesitation,
we are more indebted to Dr. Cameron than to any
other man,

of Whiggery |

Four years later, in March, 1895, the House
agreed, without a division, to the followimg
motion, also moved by Mr. Provand :—

*“"T'hat no system of taxation can be equitable
unless it includes the direct assessment of the
enhanced value of land, due to the increased
population and wealth and the growth of towns.”

OPEN UP LAND FOR USE.

A Tax on the Values of all Land,
acant land included, would tend to force land
held idle into use.  Owners of such land could
not afford, and few would care to pay taxation
on land yielding no return. The land would
thus be opened up for use at its real value,
the natural avenues to social and material pro-
gress be extended, and industry quickened in all
directions.

|

Therefore, we appeal to the Electors who
have the true interest of their country at heart,
to support the Liberal Candidate, who
has pledged himself to the Taxation of
Lang Values, and who will support a measure
in Parliament giving powers to local
bodies to make Land Values a basis
of Local Taxation.

H. S. Murray at West Edinburgh.
THE RALLYING POINT FOR THE
LIBERAL PARTY.

Councillor H. 3. Murray, Galashiels, delivered
a lecture last month to the members of the
West Edinburgh Liberal Association, in the
Albion Halls, Stockbridge. There was a large
attendance. Councillor Lang Todd, who
presided, said:

They had undoubtedly in a city like this something
to learn in regard to the Land Question. The root of
the matter of overcrowding was undoubtedly the
question of land.  The principle of Taxation of Land
Values was one which had made very great progress
recently, and it would keep the Liberal party busy for
many a long day to come,

In the course of his address, Mr, Murray
said :—

Edinburgh was behind the time of day with regard
to the question of the Taxation of Land Values. The
whole municipal elections in Glasgow had turned upon
that question. The Land Values of Princes Street
had been increasing by leaps and bounds, and had
thrown large sums of money into the pockets of
monopolists who had wot done a hand’s turn to create
them. (Applanse.) The value of these sites was
silnpl_\' the presence and combined efforts of the whole
community. It was a communal value, not an
individual value, The present system of rating was
absurd. A man who built a house was a public
benefactor,  Why, he asked, should a tax be put upon
his house the moment he had put it up ¥ The remedy
which he proposed to apply was merely to put a tax
on the value ot the land apart from the buildings,
(Applanse.)  All taxation would be taken off the
|alli|(li!:gs, As I'l'lr'.'l]'lls the land in the cities and their
outskirts which was not built on, they proposed to take
the value of the land as .-II|'|!, and -E":t at the annual
value Ir‘\ the same method as in the other case and tax
it whether it was used or not. (Applause.) If that
was done it would destroy the monopolistic power
which the owners of such land possessed. The taxa-
tion of this country on things such as whisky and other
indirect taxation, had no ’ingiva] sanction whatever.
The whole taxation of the country should come out of
the value which the community gave to the land, and
from ngwother source.  One result of the application of
the principle would be an increase of wages all over
the country. The Land Question would become the
great question of the future. It was at the root of all
social evils, If they were to make any progress, they
must take this question up and make it the rallying
point of the Liberal Party.

At the close Mr. Murray was awarded a
cordial vote of thanks.

The Edinburgh Evening News the following
night had something to say to the Liberals on
the subject.

From Sir G. O. Trevelyan.

In reply to the resolution passed by the
executive of the Scovtish Land Restoration
Union expressing sympathy with Sir G. 0.
Trevelyan in the cause of his retirement from
the representation of Bridgeton, the following
replies were received:—

WerLcoMpe, STRATFORD ON Avex,
Februwary 10, 1857,

Dear Mr. Paul,—I value very much your friendly
letter and the kind message which you have e \'t‘)'(';l
to me, I am glad to think that the Taxation of
Ground Values has, as a principle, owed so much to
the ])u]r]ic' opinion of Gl L 1 am h&'ill‘ti!_\‘ SOrTY to
lose my political connection with the city, where I
have met with nothing but kindness and consideration.
I have remd the article in the journal, which you were
good enough to send me, with much gratification.—I
remain, yours very truly, G. 0. TREVELYAX.

WELCOMBE, STRATFORD 0N AwoN,
Felwnry 12, 1897,

Dear Bailie Burt,-—I had received ofticial notice
from the Secretary, Mr, P"aul, of the resolution which
the executive of the Scottish Land Restoration Union
had been good enough to pass ou my retirement from
the representation of Dridgeton.  But it is a great
pleasure to hear direct from you. I retain a very
satisfactory recollection of the cordial relations which
we have always retained, for your part in which I
greatly thank you.—I remain, yours very truly,

(i, 0. TREVELYAN,

ST. ROLLOX UNITED PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH, SpriNGBURN Rb., GLASGOW.
Rev, J. M. CRUICKSHANK. MiNisTex,

T IBAZA AR W
In aid of the Debt Liquidation Fund, to be held in the
HALLS OF THE ( HURCH, ox
THURSDAY. FRIDAY & SATURDAY.
11th, 12th and 13th Manrcn, 1897,
WANTED—liluago\\-m..\'iu;;h ":.-"u,r readers and friends
to patronise this Bazaar on the above dates,

U.P. CHURCH, SPRINGBURN ROAD,

The Single Tax is the Key to Open it.
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THE SINGLE TAX.
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Single Tax Lectures and Discussions
During the Past Month. -

Milton of Campsie Liberal and Radical Association,
Tolleross  (Glasgow) Liberal  Association—William
Wehster.

Nitshil Liberal Association, Ingram Literary Society
(Glasgow) —John Paul.

Episcop il Church Literary Society, Springhurn—
Wm. Reul.

Brideeton Contest—Richard M*Ghee,
Bailie Burt, Edwin Adam, John Paul.

Largs Liberal Association, Govanhill Liberal Asso
tion—ex-Bailie Burt.

Milton of Campsie Liberal and Radical Association
Thomas Cameron.

M.P.,

ex-

Dundee Branch Scottish Land Restoration Union— |

“ Appollonins.”

Kilmarnock West Ward, Portobello Liberal Associa-
tion, Crawford (South Lanark) Liberal Association,
College (Glasgow) Liberal Association, West Calder
(Miil Lothian) Liberal Association, Do'ness (West
Lothian) Liberal Association, Dalry (Ayrshire) Liberal
Association— Edwin Adam, M. A,

West  Idinburgh  Liberal  Association, Melrose
Liberal Association, Apcrum  Liberal  Association,
Galashiels Liberal Association--H. 8. Murray.

Sir Charles Cameron, Bart.
the Question.
During the Dridgeton election contest, Sir
Charles  Cameron, the Liberal Candidate,
pledged himself readily, in answer to an elector,

bring a measure before Parliament
powers to local bodies to make Land Values o
basis of local taxation.
specches, he said:—
That the Land Question, as he lad  heard it
repeatedly stated in this campaign, really lay ai the
root of the rent smuestion amd the house question,
They hal arouml every large and growing community
a nmber of men who bought up land and held it in
order to obtain exorbitant prices for it, who kept it
out of the market, who placed every impediment in
the way of the expansion of the community in the way

lin this realm (unless just reasons can he pro-

lordism, which now is the Curse of My dominions,
and the World generally, and hastening on the
glorious period of human emancipation and
happiness as sung and spoken of in past
generations.  And to show to My peoples that
My earnestness in this My wish is sincere, |
have from this time forth commanded that My
name he inseribed as a Member and Patron of

| “The English Land Restoration League,” whose

I(rn'nl,r':l.l otlices are situated at No. 376 Strand, :
[ in My capital, London, and “The Scottish Land
|

Restoration Union,” 56 George Square, Glasgow.

Griven at Our palace, “ Oshorne,” the 6th day

of January, 1807, and sixtieth year .f Our reign
(Signed) VICTORIA.

teg. and Tmp.

The united Press of the world are graciously

[invited to copy and publish My Will as above

, M.P., on

In one of his opening |

- s . ’ : onr }}]'ll;_{:]" 4
to the Taxation of Land Values, to support or |

giving |

woelaimed.— Vicroria, R, and T,
1 )

x

From Boston, U.S.A.
Wornaston HEenTs, Mass,, U.S.A.
( To the Editor of the Single Tax., )

Diar Sir,—1 promised to keep you informed as to
5 in scattering the seeds of trath.  First,
let me say that your example has not only been an
ingpiration to us but thronghout the country thousands
of NeWSRLIPCrs are ]Iulr]in']llll;_{ accounts of your system
of Municipal ownership of franchise, and the growth
of the Single Tax ideas as seen in your city elections.
Yet, perhaps the same paper will contain an editorial
arguing against the foreclosure of the Central Tacific
R.R. by the LS. Government (which, by the wa
now operating the voad as its recciver), for fear of
Socialism.  Of course the initiated all know that the
men who write these editorials, and most of the news
papers that publish them are too clear in their thinking
to be deceived by their own logie ; but monopoly is in

. 18

| the saddle, and if the wild and unco ride of Tam

of sites for its honses in order that at last they might |

obtain  enormous  feu-duties, Under  the
system the land so held up paid merely
5 Under the Government Aet ol Tast
se agricultural rates wonld he reduced by five
cights,  The resalt was that a still further inducement
would be placed in the hands of that elass of pro
prictors to hoard up their land and stand out for still
stiffer prices.  Agrienltural land, the intrinsic value
of which was only a few pounds  per acre, was
commonly fened at £30, €40, €50, £100, aned even
several hundred ponids, an acre, Now, all aman Dl
to do was 1o be content to forego his interest amd pay
the very moderate rates exacted ;3 but if they were to
say that the land was valuable, worth so many pounds
and that its capitalised value was so muach, and i
the owner wonld he assessed and taxed on that capital
value, a man would think twice hefore he hoarded up
his land for o number of years with the prospeet of
making a profit out of i1t. In that respect, the

HEESI0N

Taxation of Land Values was an implement to be |

exercised for the good of towns, for the prevention of
their continuing ** cribbed, cabined, and econfined.”
It was o matter of policy affecting the working men
almost more than any economic question he knew,
While they were in favour of that proposal, while the
citizens of Glasgow had returned to the Town Couneil

a majority in favour of it, the Government had earvied |

oul o ]m].\t‘.\' 1]'i.'l11'|!'|'|"lt'-'l‘ll|_\' np]msml to them, and
cutting at the very root of the objeet they had in view.
If the electors favoured the Govermment policy they
would vote for his opponent, hut if they were prepared
to endorse the view which they expressed at the
recent municipal election, then they should have no
hesitation on Monday next of recovding their votes
for Lim.

These references to the question were heartily |

cheered, as on  all  other oceasions  the
question was referred to by Sir Charles and
other Single Taxers.

Suggested Royal Proclamation.

DEAR Stz A great deal has been written as to the
Dest manner of commemorating the Queen's record
veign, 1 therefore enclose a suggestion, which [ hopie
you will publish pro lono prbfivo. A copy of the

proclamation will he forwarded to Her Majesty for |

approval, —Yours respectfully,
TeosucLAST,
A V.R. PROCLAMATION.
1, Victoria, Queen of Britain and Treland and
Empress of India, do hereby make known to all

soever part of My dominions they may be, that
in thankful commemoration of My reign of
sixty years, and feeling certnin no measure is
more urgent for the happiness and prosperity of

My people, T hereby direct and empower My |

Lords and faithful Commons to bring forward
and pass into law with expediency o short and
conclusive measure—To Wit: “To progressively
Tax All ground or Land Values in all My
Realms, wheresoever situated, and howsoever
held, commencing at a minimum of s in the

O'Shanter is not outdone it will only he hecanse we
have not a BBurns to make the seene vividly real to us
meanwhile, God pity the suffering ones underfoot, the
Ir:nn]ilw] upon, the unemployed, the small traders,
driven to the wall by oppressive taxes and the pressure
of Trusts.  Thumb-screws are ont of date, but the
principle still obtains.
There are two classes of people who can face the
| fnture with sevene confidence.  1Tirst, the indifferent

they, whose front doors are closed, and who fined it
|w'|1‘-|1| and comfortable insgide, who devoutly beliore
[ they are the evolved resalt of the survival of the

fittest 5 and secondly, the devont, loyal Single Taxers,
who have seen the truth, * clear as the stars at il -
night,” and to whom this truth has made *“ the faith
that trusts where it cannot see, a living thing.”  We
are not disturbed by the temporary success of injustice,
tor we know that behind this sceming mystery of

existence there is, as Carlyle said, “nothing else but |

justice.”

Our Banguet to the patrons of husbandry in Boston, |

Sixty papers published

January Tth, was i success,
we us five

reports of it, and our leading Boston daily

| columns of space besides two respectful ** tub-to-the-

1a.

whole ™ editor

The truth is, the farmers of the State cast nearly
the controlling vots, and they have, for years, blocked
the way for reform in taxation : devoutly believing in

taxing all personal property in sight, guessing at |

what is out of sight, and then taxing the mortuages,
stocks, and bonds, which are raised from lioth real
estate and personal property g amd they ‘are as sure

as of anvthing they don’t understand, that this is not |
| double taxation, and, moreover, that the Single Tax |

ean be shifted; that it will increase the tax upon
farmy, and decrense it upon cities and franchises.  So

was appreciated by the Anti-Double T

a little timid of being seen marching in our ranks.

| Our guests not only enjoyed the palatable feast, but

How of Single Tax ar
speakers said—** 1 we learn to know one another, we
will another,”  The trath of this was
manifest in more than one official member of the
Grange confessing lis surprise at some phase of the
Sinele Tax, never before wnderstood, and  which
wonld be very advantageous to the farmers.

| The banguet, to which were seated  some two
| hundred guests, broke up at a late hour with the best
of wood fellowship on both sides, and an  earnest
intention on the part of many to study the subject
more  deeply. 1 note that you still continue to
advertise my ** Eeonomie Prineiples™ in your paper.

love  one

s0 doing, yet, for the present there are no more for
gale, as the edition is exhauasted, Later there will be
another edition,

With best wishes for vour work, I remain,—Very
sincerely, Kriza Stowk TwircHeLL.

To LipERALS.— s it too much to ask you to
send in  half a-dozen subscribers  from  the
members of your Association !

We appeal to those friends whose subscriptions
pre due to renew same, and so encourage us in

duced to the contrary), thus abolishing Land- |

our attempt to change their point of observation so |
they could behold for once the full outline of the cat, |
s xation League, |
andd, also, the many Single Tax believers who now are |

vument as well 3 for as one of onr |

LR T b ) . | Let me say that while I appreciate your kindness in |
My faithful and long-suflering subjects, in what- | 27 ™ ¢ an : |

il Bill for the Taxation of Land Values.
Mr. Charles Harrison, M.P., has prepared

| and brought in a Bill for the Taxation of Land

Values in towns. 1t does not apply to Scotland

i and is backed by Sir Walter Foster, Mr
Haldane, Mr. Channing, Mr. Stevenson, Mr
Kearley, and Mr. Lough.

Mr. Harrison writes: the Bill which he has
annually presented to Parliament stands for the
second order on the 12th May next, and most
probably may be discussed this year.

The first matter in the Bill is to create a new
column in valuation list, in which shall be in-
serted land values; and then.to declare that
| elass of hereditament shall be liable to assess-
ment as other assessments and hereditaments
are now liable.  The Bill is confined to boroughs
and assumes that all land in boroughs in Eng-
land has a building value. It then declares
and lays down rules for ascertaining the value
of the land apart from buildings, with a view to
insert the value so ascertained in the valuation
list.

Up till 1878 in England, ironstone mines-
| and sporting rights were not assessed for poor
and loeal rates. An act was passed making
those interests for the first vime assessable, and
their insertion in the valuation lists as a
separate hereditament.  This Bill advocates
the same procedure, applying it to land values.

If it be said that these interests are now
assessed indirectly, as being included in the
assessment valuation of houses and land, then it
cannot be objected that to make them separate
is an injury or interference with any existing
assessments, and as the Town Holdings Com-
mittee reported, it is better that the land interest
should pay its taxation directly, and make the
| taxation follow its real, rather than an indirect,
| course.

A “Good Man.”

My Lord Fat Purse was a very g il man,
He had houses and lands galore,

And with each new day he had some new plan
For aiding the needy and poor,

He wave to the churches, he gave to the homes,
He gave to the tramp by the way,

Yet the terrible curse in the land grew worse,
And the poor grew poorer cach day.

My Lord Fa® Purse was troubled and sad
That his thonght and toil seemed vain;

“hut Ido what I ean,™” said this yery good man,
“To case the want and the ||;|i|\.

"Tis the will of heaven thit some shall be rich
And many be poor, T see,

I can do no more than give from the store

| That a just God gives to me.”

Yet, acres and acres of fertile soil
| Lie wdle under the skies,
| While my shrewd Jord waits and holds his estates
Till prices in land shall rise.
Down in the breast of those acres broad,
Which are selfishly grasped by one,
Lies wealth for many —free gifts of God
| Like the wind and the rain and the sun.

Food in the ocean and food in the soil—

Free gifts from a hand divine

| And who dare hinder the tisher

Or say, ** Lo, the sea is mine.

| Ah, my Lord Fat Purse, no wonder the curse
Of poverty hangs like a pall,

When you hold by fraud the lands which God
Has meant for the use of all.

Frra WneeLEr Wincox,

Join onr Subseribers’ List, 1s 6d. per annum
by post.

Special Terms to anyone willing to
sell the “Single Tax" at Public Meetings.
| Write or call at Office, 56 George

| Square.

The Receipt of a copy of this paper
from the office 1s an invitation to
| subscribe.

, —

If the space below contains a Blue Pencil

| mark, please take it as an indication that
your Subscription is due. In remitting,
will you try to send us the name of a new
Subscriber?
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