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PRICE ONE PENNY.

\\T I are glad to be able to inform our

readers that the number of Boards
of Guardians in England and Wales which

recently petitioned Parlimment for power

. Gic
tu land values to loeal rates, s

ILEREES

no less than 63 The list ineludes such

important Poor Law Unions as Liunbeth,
Holborn, West Ham, Poplar,

Huckuey,

St Paneras, Middlesborough, Hastings,
Tynemouth, Gateshead, Merthyr Tydvil,
Blackburn, Bromley, Preston, Kettering,
South Shields, Sunderland, Hudderstield,
Salisbury, Norwich, ete. This brings up

the total of petitivning authorities south

of the border to [33,

— = — ———

otcs and Comments,

m
Ex-Bailie Burt's Visit to Halifax.

LETTER FIRROM MRE. . H. SMITHSON.

Heath Avenue,
Halifax, 1tth October, 1897,
Dear Mr, Paul;—=We have been congratulated on all
sides on our meeting last night,  Mro Burt may feel
assured that he has done a great serviee to the canse
here.  We are more than satistied.  Many who came
to scoll’ remained to pray i and the resolution was
carvied unanimously, with great  spivit. It was
supposed to be non-party, but the vesult has been to
show our local political leaders that it is a question
which they must look into, and with energy.  Mr
Burt was in good form, and completely carvied his
audience with him.  Personally 1 can honestly say |
never heard the question so ably and conclusively
dealt with,  Thanking you very much for the help yvou
have given us.—Yours very sincerely,

Cuas, Ho Sarusos, Seey.,
Halifax Branch
Finaneial Reform Association,

Apply to the Lords of the Land.

“FOR SALE—Lands and Estates of Haddo,
Baloon, and Hagus; extends one mile along
river, having within its limits some famous
fishing pools.  The house is beautifully situated
on the banks of the Keithney, between the
vailway stations of Turiff and Huntly, con-
nected by good roads,  In contemplation to
promote a railway running from the Great
North of Scotland Railway Station,  The
village of Inverkeithney is on the estate: it
has two Post Oflices, two
Episcopal, and two Free Churches.

18th October.

Established, one

" Herald,

OFFICE—568 GEORGE SQUARE,

ot *Wh
shall not eat,’
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The land, ete., River, cte, fishing and beauti- i
ful situation are furnished by the Creator ;|
advantages of railway communication, good
roads, expected additional  railway service,
adjacent village, post oftices, and churches, are
the work of the builders in obedience to the
needs of the people.  Yet all are used toadd to
the value of the property of the owner so called,

We Pay the Piper, the Landlord
Names the Tune.

Villa, in heauatiful
Maxwell Park, for Sale

Tenements, near Blder Park, for Sale.

House, tronting the Camphill entrance of
Park, for Sale.

The tune demanded by the landlord s too
high-priced  for  these he
advertises in the ferald (18th October) for a
purchaser,

situntion, looking into

advantages,  and

£600 for Liberty to Ascend another
Flat.

The following is an extract from the report
of the minutes of the Catheart Cemetery Co,,
submitted last month :

Frevise Gurovso,—It foumd o examination
of the titles of that ground that any vuildings to e
erected thereon must oot exceed three  storeys in
height 3 awd as this restriction materially diminisl
the value of the growd as o fening subject,
Directors entered into negotiations with the Superior
to have it removed.  In this tl\“l\ were succeessfal, and
the sum of £600 paid for the concession, was considered
well-spent money,

Wil

Thus, for ascending another storey into God’s
| atmosphere the Superior claims £600. ;

\\' Ecommend this information to all

those who are striving to bring the
question ot the Taxation of Land Values

to the front.  Press this home that it is

hecoming more and more o ratepayer's

auestion, amd that it can he given effect

to any yvear in the  Budget  proposals.

The ratepayers are heginning to see that
land monopoly is the main cause of high

house  rents in towns:  and that the

Paxation of Land Values will overthrow
Let this be shewn clearly

land imonopoly,

and the future is ours,

T

The Railways Furnish

Partick Properties for Sale; near Lanarkshire
and Dumbartonshire H:ti]\\'n)’ Station,

Uddingston.—Villa, convenient to Caledonian
and North Dritish Railway Stations,

Duntriesshive, Greenbank  House,  ten
minutes  from und  South Western
Railway Stations,

————— ————

the Means.

Gilasgow

Garelochhead, —House,  commands — magni-
ficent  view of the Loch, the Fivth, and

surrounding country.
11 Villa, uninterrupted sea-view.
sanflshive —Portsoy.—Seaside  view —health
beautitul scenery —good bathing —rock and
trout fishing, cte.  All for the man who owns
the sites.

shire,

New South Wales,
IMPORTANT STATEMENT BY THE PREMIER.
SUCCESS OF THE LAND VALUE TAX,
[REUTERS TELEGRAM, |

Sydney, Iath October,

The Right on, G, H.o Reid, Premier and
Colonial Treasurer, delivered his Budget state-
ment to the Legislative Assembly yesterday
evening.  He showed that in the finanecial
year, 1896 U7, revenue hael exceeded both his
former estimates,  The expenditure amounted
to £0,505,000, and when this sum was deducted
from |'t-<-i>i||1<, including the balance hmught
forward, the sum of £120,000 was left to be
brought forward to the current year, The
l'ulully under free trade pn]ir_)-‘ hadd made greater
progress in manufactures than }_ll'()t.!'t‘l.iunist
Victoria.  In consequence of the change in
tiscal policy, the Customs revenue had decreased

GLASGOW,
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by £828000, and there would he a further
decrease in the present year of £64,000.  Agri- |
cnltural prospects had much improved, and the
area under wheat was now one million acres,
The exports had exceeded the mports by |
164,000 bushels during the last nine months. |
Two distinet f.-r.“r‘fzuff.r_q‘l:-‘ Jeaed Deen achiored fi.i‘?,f
the  Lend T, mum:fy_ the establishnient ri)"i
sound  prospevity of the eolony, and fleing of
the price of tand at its true valwe,

Mr. Reid's speech  was  received
enthusiasm.

with

How the People lost the Land.

A few centuries ago, says the dyrshire Post,
the land for miles around Ayr was the property
of the town —of the people, you understand
an individual,  We

, hot
L gradually, very gradually,
one Council Board after another, to
the wind and bolster up their had management,
had to resort to the sale of the people’s Land-—
Just as they did last week.,  They did not
pledge it, bat sold it outright.  The keen com-
petition for this Nile Court site, of course, can
be accounted for by its proximity to us. Why
wii! public bodies, entrusted with the people’s
rights and }':l'i\'i]t’;(u:«', inerease the ditficnlties of |
land restoration by selling these rights at every
opportunity ?  One would think that they were
in dire haste to get quit of valuable ground,
and to acquire in its stead unproductive bent
and  shingle where the people’s [
alveady established. :
The community creates the valoe of the land- |
the community likewise create the expenses |
the one then should be pitted against the other
and the landlord abolished.  Had the people’s
rights been maintained and not frittered away
by improvident Councillors, Ayr to-day would

riise

rights  are

have been drawing an income from her Tand
suflicient |
to cover all expenses for Tmprovements, ete.,
however great, without having any other tax,
This land question is THE ALLIMPORTANT QUES
rroN on which all other social problems hang,
and nntil it is boldly faced and surmounted the
milleninm will be delayed.

the land made valuable by the people

Henry George’'s Position.

Disenssing the candidature of Henry George
for Mayor of Greater New York, the .
Vowde World says

H._-]n-} Creorge has never been o camlidate for nwny
office in the political sense of the word. His canvass
in 1886 was a matter of principle. He koew that the
opponents of special privileges were ina minority, but
he wanted them to stand up and be connted: to know
how strong they were. They stoml up. Awd the
result surprised him as wuch anyone, If he i
chosen as the leader to command in the anti-Tammany
Demaocratic forees in this campaizn, there may he even
A greater surprise in store, Tammany certainly will
not ** he ahle to elect a yellow dog.™

To accept suech a nomination means a sacritice by
Henry George tha fow ]Jmlplt‘ appreciate. He has
nothing to gain in the way of fame or honour

His health is not so robust as it was ten years ago,
aned the campaign will make heavy dreafts wpon it for |
he is a tighter of the Grant kind., His great work on
politic: ceonomy his vet to be fnished,

The first part is now in the printer’s hands, but the
concluding chapters have yvet to be written, For
several vewrs past he has been steadily at work on
entirely new lines in cconomics, and now when all the |
threads are coming together, to break in upon his
stiedy with the excitement of a pelitical campaign in
which, like the guest of Prinee Geraint, no honon
ined,” and health and Tabowr must be lost, is
such a sacrifice that only the strongest sense of duty
will induee him to make 11,

e
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Some Men who will probabl
not support the Taxation of Lan
Values.

The man who does not. think.

The well-fed man who thinks all others are
about as comfortable as possible.

The man who tolerates the sloms becanse he
is too busy to look into the gquestion.

The man who slaves all day in his shop, pays
his rent and taxes regularly, and “ thanks God™
inwardly and outwardly *that he is not as
other men.”

The land sl:ucu];utul‘.

The man who believes in no polities, 7., no
radical politics, at the Town Couneil.

The man who does “not yet understand the
question.” |

The man who takes the widow and the |
orphan under his wing. _

The man who thinks the Land Question an |
agricultural question.

Y
d

' Town Council.

| HII(IUL[ Lies l'\l‘lljlnl. I“r'ij]]] ]IN_'.:IE ULN.‘ll.it)ll,

| the

| be only too glad to find some method by which

The man who is waiting for “feasible
plan™ to apply the principle.

The man who fears that the tax -:r)H(:clﬁrI
would be thrown out of employment if the
Single Tax were put in foree [

The man who doesn’t see the ]Jhilo.‘suphy of |
the question,
The wan

@

who sits for a “ safe” seat in the

The man who would vote for a yellow dog
provided it had the proper label.

Some Men who will Support the
Taxation of Land Values.

The straight Single Taxer.
The man who wants votes,
The neian who means to study the question.

The man who thinks taking “ Betterment”
and “ Fuature Unearned Tnerement ” is akin to |
taxing land values, ‘

The man who means to go to the Bradford |
Conference on the Taxation af Land Values,
on the Tt January, 1808,

The man who thinks it a good platform cry, |
but who dammns it in private life by saying—it |
is a long way offl

The man who believes it will kill the land |
speculators who “throtile ” the towns,

The  man in ¢ Differential
Rating.”

The man who fails to see why land values

who believes

The man who thinks everything should be
taxed,

The mwan who believes that people shounld be
rated on the value of the privileges they receive
from the community.

The who believes that men should be
rated according to their ability to pay.

IFING )

Ex-Bailie Burt, J.P., on the |
Taxation of Land Values. |

At the invitation of the Halifax Branch of |
teform  Association, ex Bailie |
Burt, J.P., Glasgow, delivered an address in |
the Mechanics” Hall of that town, on Tuesday,
12th October—Mr. Alfred Billson, M.P. for
the division, presiding.

The following report appeaved in the Halifax |
Frening Conrier, 13th October : - -
INTERESTING LECTURE IN HALIFAX.

Last night a large aundience assembled in the
Mechanies” Hall to hear a lecture in connection |
with the Halifax Branch of the Financial |
Reform Association, by ex-Bailie Burt, J.P.,
of Glasgow, on * Taxation of Land Values—its
effect upon towns.”  Mr. A. Billson, M.P.,
presided.

The Craryax, in his opening remarks, said
the subject of taxation was one that com-
mended itself to all parties.  All parties felt |
the burden of excessive taxation, amd would |

Finanecial

taxation might be more equally distributed.
(hear hear.}

Ex-Bailie Burt at the outset remarked that
this was the tirst time he had had the honour of
addressing a  public meeting i England.
Continuing, he said that the subject of the
Taxation of Land Values was one of world-wide
importance.  As far as their ideas of taxation
were concerned at the present time, they
believed that taxes were taken from the people ‘
for the purpose of being spent in the interests |
of the people. They had a great many \

LANDLOLDS IN J

TOWNS LIKE HALILAX

and Glasgow who simply stood by and allowed |
the people to work and produce improvements

of which they reaped the benefit.  Everyone was

aware that publie improvements made in a city

had one certain result—they increased the value

of the land in the neighbourhood of the improve-

ments,  But the people who reaped the increased

advantage Of that public improvement did not |
do anything towards it. When they started |
with the idea that taxes were collected for the
purpose of being spent for the benetit of the
people, then it was right to say that those who |
got the benetit ought to pay. (hear hear.) It

was  admitted in practical polities that the

individual was entitled to compensation for his

improvements. They had an Act of Parliament

which now laid down as law that agricu tural

tenants when leaving a farmm were entitled to

| had no tenant he was not taxed.
[ landlord was enabled to fix his own price

| or indirectly.

| be looking for workmen.

| unemployed problem
1 g . - o -
| question of tho housing of the working classes,

| a community improved a landlord’s property,
however, the landlord paid no compensation
whatever. It was argued that
IF THEY PUT A TAX UPON THE LANDLORD

he would put it on the tenant, and the tenant
would have to puy just the same. Under
existing conditions there was a good deal of
truth in that, because at the present moment
they only rated the landlord upon the rental he
received from the tenant, and the moment he

Thus the

for the tenancy. If, however, they taxed the
landlord whether he had a tenant for the
land or not, then a ditferent phase would
be put upon the question TUnder these
c.reumstances a landlond would scon reduce the
rent of the land to such a figure as would
enable land to be occupied, for it he was taxed
on the value he put upon it, it would be
impossible for him to keep it idle.  Some people
urge that it would not be fair to tax land from
which no rent was being received. If, however,

| the landlord chose to keep the land idie that

was his business, but by keeping it idle he was
DEFKAUDING THE COMMUNITY
of revenue which would be received were the
land put to use. Tt had been argued that the
Land Question was not of so much importance,
and we were asked how it was going to solve
THE UNEMPLOYED PROBLEM.
The speaker urged that everyone was dependent
upon the land for a livelihood either directly
He pointed out that large
plots of laud unbuillt upon were to be seen
in towns whilst other parts were congested in
the extreme. If the owners were taxed upon
the value of the land held idle, it would soon
be occupied with buildings, people would have
room to spread ont, and industry would be

increased.  No matter how the workers strove
to progress, as long as they left certain

individuals with the raw material with which
they must work, these individuals were able to
take the largest proportion of what was pro-
duced. To destroy the monopoly power they must
tax the value of natural opportusities, and this
would alter the conditions of society to its very
foundations.  Instead of workmen seeking
employers as at present, the employers would
The natural oppor-
tunity was there, but the landlord said :
“There is the raw material, you have skill to
apply to that material, but before you have
aceess you musc promise me a share of the
produce, and until you make that promise you
can wait and starve into submission.” ‘The
taxation of land values would not only find
employment for the unemployed, but it would
solve the problem of the
HOUSING OF THE WORKING
He always thought there was something ironical

CLASSES.

in the “housing of the working classes”
proposal.  He thought they might with more

appropriateness discuss the housing of the idle
Aund yet it was a fact that they had
to discussit. 1f they wanted to tind the working
classes they always went to the poorest part of
a city, and when they looked for the people
who did not work they sought in the best part
of a city. (laughter.) 1f they solved the
they would solve the

classes,

They heard a great deal about Acts of Parliament
to do this and that for the working people, but
he felt that working people would do these
things for themselves if they were left alone.
At present 1t looked as though the working
classes were robbed, and then laws were devised
to disguise the robbery. Proceeding, Mr. Burt
spoke of rents and rates, and urged his hearers
to bear in mind that these were one and the
same. He instanced this by saying that if
some wealthy man gave sutlicient money to a
Corporation to relieve the town of taxation,
that town would quickly have an increased
populaticn, and the landlords would at once

| raise the rents to the figure which was previously

combined.
in this

reached by the rate and reut
Another point which cropped up
question of land values was
LAND SPECULATION.

It was urged by some that they must give
people this opportunity of speculation for the
purpose of inducing them todevelop those natural
resources.  The speaker, however, contended

{ have unexhausted improvements valued. Wheu | that the speculators never bought land for its

Ask all Candidates for Municipal and Parliamentary Honours this Question—
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present value. He specalated in the land, and
kept it until it was required by the community
or a railway company, and then le could
command his own price.  Look how railway
enterprise had been killed.  Tnstead of making
it easy for a  railway company  to  open
up and develop a district, landowners made
it as difficult as possible, The result
that to pay a fair interest on  the capital
expended, when the railway did come fares
were high, rates of carringe were hich, and so
the whole thing was strangled by those dogs in
the manger who simply did not use the land
themselves and would not let anybody else use
it. (applavse.)  Thus they would see how that
system of land monopoly went against the
interest, progress, and wealth of a community.
Some people suggested the nationalisation of
land as a remedy, but he felt that to tax the
land on the value that the proprietor himself
put upon it was
THE

Wils

BEST METHOD.
A proposal to that effect has been carried in
the Glasgow Town Council, and the scheme
proposed was to ask landowners when they
made out their annual return to state the
extent of the land that they owned and the
annual value of it. By this means a Corpora-
tion would have a list of all the plots of land in
a town, and if the land was wanted by the
Corporation or a railway company, it would
lruiy he necessary to turn to this list and find
out the price the owner put upon it.  The
financial part of this question was important,
but the main iden was to get the use of the
land.  Why was it that in the wake of civilisa-
tion should come the march of poverty and
destitution?  Simply because they had locked
the storchouse of Nature and handed the key
to the landlord. Tt was their duty to demand
the key from him. They did not want anything
he had stolen in the past, but they urged that
he should take no more in the future, (npplause.)
They did not deny the landlord his sharve, but
they thought he had no right 1o appropriate
their sharve.  Some people contended that that
state of things existed in the (1=L_\‘>; of Adam and
Eve, but it would not act now. Buat the land
was just as new to them when they came into
the world as it was to Adam and Eve, and it
was unfair to find that the world had
polised their share  when they gor
(applause.)

mono
here,

The lecture, which was attentively listened
to throughout, bristled with telling illustrations
of the various points enunciated by the speaker,

At the close, Councillor WHITLEY moved,
“That this meeting is in favour of the Halifax
Town Council applying to Parliament for powers
to make land values the main basis of local
raxation.”

Mr. Howarn Cray seconded this, and it was
carried,

A resolution of thanks to the speaker con-
eluded the meeting,

B

Say Fraxcisco, Cal, Sept. 17 —James S.
Reynolds, one of the hest known Single Taxers
of Culifornia, died in this city on the ldth inst,
from the effects of an attack of prneumonia,
All the papers of the city liad notices of My
Reynolds’ death, ascribing to him the nable
qualities that his friends and oppounents had for
so lung recognised,— Ea,

A CONFERENCE

The Taxation of Land Values
WILL BE HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

THE ENGLISH LAND RESTORATION LEAGUE,

THE SCOTTISH LAND RESTORATION UNION,
AND THE

FINANCIAL REFORM ASSOCIATION

TUESDAY, 4th JANUARY, 1898, at 10.30 am,,
AT THE

CENTRAL HALL, Manchester Road, |

BRADFORD, |

r——

Glasgow Municipal Election.
SIXTH (SPRINGBURNY WAL,

Ex-Bailie  Durt, .J.P.,
Seottish Land Restoration
for the vacaney in this Ward, caused by the
death of the Jute Councillor Main.
Cochran also retires this year, and the contest
15 DBurt and Cochran and
O'Hare. Mr. Cochran is the sitting member
for the Ward.  He was returned last vear for
the first time, and his record speaks for itself.

President  of  the
Unions s acandidate

Counetllor

Johnstone

PErSHs

Messrs. Johnstone and O'Hare stand for what
is known as * .\ILl:lil‘[}‘ft“hilti']“. expressed in
the workers” municipal  programme.”  Tv s
with Mr. Burt’s candidature that we are con-
He is recognised in all Single Tax
cireles as an able advocate and gifted exponent
of the Taxation of Land Values, and has already

L"‘l‘Ilt’l]‘

shewn his eapacity as a legislator on the ques
tion at the Glasgow Town Coun Lut let
him speak for himself,  Tn his address he

“On questions of municipal reform 1 stand
for progress.  On
THE QUESTION OF TANATION

I feel that the direction of true reform is in
the taking for the henefit of the community
that value which the community creates,  This,
I believe, can only be done by imposing a tax
on the values of land whether used or cept adle,
This principle means that men shall not e
taxed upon their industry as at present, but
upon the value of the advantaces they receive
from the community. T am thit
were ”ll‘n r't'fu!‘ln :lt't‘llll\lll]‘r‘]:r'([‘ the oreatest

confident

source of the poverty and misery of the prople
would be removed. During the seven years |
was a wmember of the Couneil | kept this ques

tion before the Couneil and the electors as one

of primary importance; acdon the Sth October, |

dntion which was corried
“That the Counedl present
a petition to Parliament in favour of making

land vildues the basis of the city's taxation,

15296, T moved a re
by 33 to 25 votes

THE CLAINMS OF LALOUR

“T can only dinmy Eleetion
Address of 1895 | have .'d\\';ll\‘s made 1t my
earnest endeavour to further the interests of
the wage-earning employvees of the Con porition,
and have always supported any proposal to
se the wigres, On the Gth
September, 1805 T moved

ineres workers'

tendent of the Parks Committee have power to
advance the

by 15 to 13 votes,
b

WHILE THIS IS MY POSITION

wages of labourers to 2., per | |
N = . | the valnes
week,” which motion, | regret to sav, was lost |

- ) | the =social
That the superin- |

D that the

generally rvegarding the elaims of labour, 1 am |

not unmindful of the danger that may arise in |

creating a privileged and favoured o

true interests of the community. This possible

88 in the |
employment of the Corporation, whose activity |
on their own hehalf may ultimately menace the |

danger to us is exemplified in the position of |
American municipal affairs today, where the |

system is so rotten and corrupt that it meets
with almost nniversal reprobation.”

These, with  his  known s expressed
sympitthy with the canse of temperanee reforin,
wre I|J!‘ |l‘.‘Llii|t£ ]"Jilll.\ of \II |; 11'{‘.—; IIP'H'_’['HIH'IJ!‘.
His opponents, Messes Jolinstone and O e,
hivve |l}hT, their heads arnud ]"l'lli.‘?]\'fi slicternents
to the effect that he voted aouinet land value
taxation, and that he is opposed to the inte
af labour,

rests
I'hese chiarges are made up deliberate
falsehoods, and wiltul misrepresentations.  They
have been answered as such, sl the answer
has awakened a feeling of contempt for the
men ““i]‘! T“Fll]l‘ t}]l‘lfl
noticing here, they could only excite our readers’
merrnnent or amazement. We are sure that
the electors of the Springburn Ward  will
answer such low down tactics to injure the
reputation of a representative citizen reformer
like Mr. Burt by returning him on Tuesday,

2Znd November, as their trusted representative,

Ladies or Gentlemen wishing to

[ create a safe and regular Income by the employ-

For particulars apply
F. VERINDER, 376 77 Strand, London
JOHN PAUL, 56 tiecorge Square, Glaseow ;
J. W, 8. CALLIE, 18 Hackins Hey, Liverpool ; or,
L. H. BERENS, Wreatley Road, Ilkley. |

‘ment of Spare Capital should write fir
| the “InvesToR’s Vape Mrecuw,” sent Post Free
| by DAVID

BARCLAY &
STREET, GLASGOW.

CO.,, 48 West
GEoRG

'”u‘_\' are not worth |

Secret of Tranquility.
Chung Yao Tam, a learned Chinaman who is
making the circuit of the globe, is a philosopher
He
explains the security of the Chinese government
upon the theory that it lives ofl’ the poor. It
is agreat truth,” he says, “and therefore hard
to tell, that as long as a state ecan live ofl’ the
poor, it is happy, tranquil, and honoured.”  Mer.
Tam is evidently & wit as well as a philosopher,
for with a smile that would bring a blush of
self-conscionsness to the cheeks of the most
hardened saviour of socicty, he adds: “ But let
a country show the slightest intention of calling
on the rich fm

whom even the Oceident need not despise,

i contribution, and there 1s a
riot 1 it is accused of violating all human rights,
of lacking in respect for suered things, of Leing
destructive to  commerce  and imdustry, and
good citizens despise it.”

* Has experience in your country taught you
anything of the sort 77 My, Tam naively inquires
of his interviewer,

Yes, experience has taught us just that, So
long as we tax the poor and let the rich escape,
=0 long as we tax the home lot heavily and
speculative holdings lightly, so long as we levy
indireet taxes so as to burden the poor with
high duties while letting the rich off with light
OIesS, S0 lung A5 wWe create I)llla]ic- debts for the
rich to invest in and the poor to pay-—so long
a8 We ralse our revenues in these ways and the
and which these
typify, the country is happy and tranquil, and
its honour s But let us attempt to
reverse the progeamme, and the rich hegin to
threaten,  If we that direct taxes are
better than indivect, we are told that the rich
would rebel rather than pay them.

thousands one other ways

=L

urge
It we pass
At ineome tax law, they have it nullitied by one

judee whao chanees his
d - b
}Illil

mind over nicht, and

when we eriticise they denounce us as
anarehists. 1t is no uncommon thing to hear
the threaten constituted

authority, 1t their privileges be assailed ; but so

rich resistance  to
long as the government hves off the poor, it is,
as Chung Yao Tam says, happy, tranguil, and
honoured, — Clevelaud £2ocarder,

Glasgow Central Liberal Association
and the coming Liberal Conterence.

Exceutive Resolution, 4th October, 1807 .

That whereas the Luoned question lies at the root of
Prablemn ; that Ll
cansed by the values of

monopoly, which is
direct! I heing exempt
from taxation, forees Libour into involuntary idlencss
and thus ereates an unemploved class ; and, wher %,
land created by the presence, industry,
and growth of the people, t
taxation of [
foremest pla

Conference is of opinion
values should ocenpy the
in the progrimme of the Liberal Party,
to he dealt with at the carliest possibile moment by

Pt The abwolition of the hreakfast table doti oy
the duties on tea, dried
fruits, &g

vollee, coeon,

2l The substitution of o divect tax on the
vilue of land apart from Improvements,
Ard.-~Reform of the Valuation Acts to provide for

the separate schieduling in the valuation
returng of the valnes of land and the
vitlues of improvements with a view to
separate assessment.,

Hutchesentown and  Blackfriars passed the
following resolution :—

In view of the injurious effects on the trade and
industry of this  conntry, eaused by our present
cumbrous mode of ra'sing public revenne, this m ebing

15 of opinion thict the time has
of Liunl Y ovenients, should
he given a forcinost plice in the Lilwpal Progranim

cote when the

es, irrespective of im

thon

The Three R's Up-to-Date.
(Tothe Editor af the Stugle e ).
-You say that “the
ought to e recehristencd.”  Allow me to suguest

SRest REveste Reropy,”
which slips readily off the tongne
touch with the Land, the Fiscal svstem, amd Pre
which i= certainly more than can he
1 T Y Rent Revene Beforme
arouse more enthusiasm than Single Taxers,
abedient Servant, 5 Kusrace (3,
Wincanton, 14th Oct., 1807,

NIK,- Single Tax movement

hesides heine in

TET

for +* Single
will prolably
Your
Eowakns.,

Major Edwards is mistaken, It wasa correspondent
who remarked in o note in the Single Twa that the
movement ought to he re-christened Ep. 5.7

A fast line of steamers hetween Soston,
America, and Bristol, England, to make the
distance in five days is likely to be established
soon. It will be in order to note the speed
with which land values and rents will go up in
Bristol and Boston should this line materialise.

“Are you in favour of Taxing Land Values ?
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John Morley on Land Values.

At last we have obtained from a leading |
member of the Liberal Party, and at the same
time of the advance 1
statesmen of our country, an open and straight |

declaration on the Taxation of Land Values. |

and  most

onc s

Speaking to his constituents at Forfar on

Monday, 4th October, Mr. Joux  Morpey |
2 |

said :— |

|
“ Unless the House of Lords places itself full |
front in face of some law which is ecagerly |
desired by the bulk of the voters—and in face |
of such a desire they will think twice or thrice |
hefore they resist it —you can’t sweep it away by |
law. You can do it by revolution, but questions
will arise which would perhaps test this temper
in the House of Lords, the temper of giving |
way hefore a decisive majority. ;
GLASGOW'S PROPOSAL

“1 wili give you an instance. L obscrve the
other day that the Town Council of Glasgow
which, T suppose, is one of the most important
Corporations in the kingdom —representing one |
of the largest constituencies in the kingdom—I
observe that the Town Council of Glasgow
passed a motion adopting the heads of a Bill for |
dealing with what are known as ground values. |
Well, you know, | am sure what principle is
involved in proposals affecting ground values. ‘
I cannot doubt that the principle involved in
what is called the question of ground values is |
one which must make quicker and quicker way |
into the minds and opinions of the people of |
this island, both in this part of it and south of |
the Tweed. J¢ will be thought an fﬂrrr!:'m/s/c'|
thing that men shall derive cnoriiois [ncrements
of fncome from the growth of torons to which
they have contribuled nothing, that they shall be
able to sweep into their coffers what they hawe ot
produced, that theyshall be able to goon throttling |
towns as they are well knotwn to do fn some cases |
— it iy inppossible to suppose that the System il
not be vigorously, powerfulle, persisteutly, and
successfully attacked.” (Loud cheers.)

THE LORDS CANNOT INTERFERE.

“Now, that is the kind of question which
will no doubt try the House of Lords very hard,
and when that question arises we shall sce
whether they will evade these proposals  for
sweeping them away by wisely bowing to the
wish of the people.  But let us go on with this
discussion of the House of Lords.  First of all,
the House of Lords cannot fouckt a fax bill or a
money 6i7, and second, it is absolutely unable
to affect in any way the cheice of an Exceutive
Government.  Therefore, in those two important
particulars of Parliamentary power first of all, |
control of the taxpavers’ mener, and second, in |
choosing to shape the Executive Government
and from what party they shall be taken— |
the House of Commons absolute and |
uncontrolled.”

Such a pronouncement coming from one so

1=

wniversally respected as a gifted and cautious |

statesman, is very gratifying.  As we noted in our
last issue, close upon 140 assessing bodies in
England, and 63 in Scotland, have recently
sought from Parliament to tax land
values for local purposes ; and now Mr. Morley
publicly commends the action of the Glasgow |

Town Council in preparing a bill to submit to

powers

Parlinment on the subject.  He also tukes
occasion to show that this is the kind ol
question which would try the House of Lords

very hard : and one which can be dealt with

independent of thewr constderation.

It has often been stated that the Lords would |
Land Values,

interfere with the Taxation of
and it is true they could prevent or mutilate the

passing of an Act giving

e

| Liberal

| to the people and to the Liberal Party.

powers to local bodies |
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to rate land values,  But they cannot interfere,
says Mr. Morley, with a tax bill or a moncy
hill.
Chaneellor of the Exchequer could arrange in

That is to say, in plain language, the

the Budget to tax land values, the Lords having
no control of the Government as to how it will
raise the revenue to pay the way of the nation.
This is an important point, and we are more
than pleased that Mr. Morley has made it so
[ts importance lies in the fact that whether
Home Rule, Disestablishment, Temperance Re-

clear.

form, Employer's Liability, Registration Reform,
One Man One Vote, or any other measure of

I domestic legisiation comes first in the policy of

the Liberal Varty, a Budget Bill must be broughf |
| paramount  importance,”

i egery year.

None of these other reforms need stand in
the way of the Taxation of Land Values—it can
be adopted and given effeet to in the first
Budeet.  This  should  destroy  the
opposition of those Liberals who stand for a
first place for the various other planks in the

Liberal programme.  Liberals may contend for

any of the numerous and pressing reforms for

which the party stands, but in doing so they

need no longer strive with those who claim
precedence for the Taxation of Land Values,
nor need we strive with them. A Budget is
NeCessary every year and this “ New Tax” ean
be dealt with whenever the Government desire.
The Lords may, and probably will, oppose the
other Liberal measures, but in the matter of
the
Budget is solely the concern of the House of

Taxation of Land Values they are helpless ;

Commons.
We,
Taxation of Land Values, must bring this home

who are organised to advocate the

If we
want the leaders to move on the question, we
must create a sentiment in its favour among the
rank and file,
Central Liberal Association unanimously passed

During the month the Glasgow

a resolution to the effect *that the time had
arrived when the Land Question must be faced
in earnest ; that land monopoly was caused
through the values of land being exempt from
taxation : further, that the

Taxation of Land Values should occupy the

and, declaring

foremost place in the programme of the Liberal

Party.”  Other Liberal Associations are also
demanding  that attention be  given to the
question. Let this work continue and we are

bound to win.
We are continually being asked to defend
ILiberal

question like the Taxation of lLand Values,

the sincerity  of  the leaders on a
which strikes at the root of aristocratic privilege.
The

time

well, we do not feel called upon to reply.
attitude  of the the
being counts for very Tittle.

Liberal leaders for
Leaders come and
co, but thought is always progressing ; and when
the people are resolved on the settlement of
any question, the leaders will compete with
t Lot

cach other in their haste to give effe

Ihe essence of Liberalism is the abolition of
privilece  But too many of the leaders of the
party, to-day, have forsaken this creed.  They
have left the straight path towards equal freedom,
and are sceking salvation at the Socialistic shrine
of restriction.  The land speculator, *‘throttling

the towns,” and defrauding the people of their

natural source of revenue—the values of land—
does not seem to be in their way.  And in reply
to the demand for industrial freedom they send
factory inspectors to see that the “hands” get
the regulation num.ber of holidays, and that the
workshops have been whitewashed for the year.
This is not Liberalism ; it is weak paternalism,

or an apology for Socialism. It is merely

| arranging for the “comfort” of the working
| classes after they have been robbed, and driven

into corners by the men who “throttle™ the
towns. Such pusilanimous action on the part of
the Liberal leaders can only bring the Liberal
cause into the valley of humiliation, and sooner
or later (and the sooner the better) these false

methods will be found wanting and condemned.

Glasgow Town Council and the
Reform of Local Taxation.

WHERE ARE THEY?*
The Special Committee of the Glasgow
Corporation on  Reform  of l.ocal Taxation

reported recently, “That the present system of
local taxation is imperfect and unsatisfactory,
and is capable of improvement. Tt is of
the report. goes on,
“that the assessments should he placed on all
sections of the community and especially so as
regards their ability to pay.” The committee
recommend -

“That the rates Le levied one-half on owner
and one-half on occupier.”

« Houses rented under £10 should only be
charsed half rate of all assessments levied by
the Corporation.”

“The Committee further recommend con-
sideration whether the rate of different-al rating
should not be extended to rentals of £12.7

“«That the Taxation of Land Values is the
most equitable method of removing the present
inequalities of local taxation.”

Such are the recommendations which in the
name of the Glascow Corporation are to be
presented to the Royal Commission on Loeal
Taxation. At specinl  meeting  of the
Corporation held on Thursday, 2lst October,
this report of the sub-committee was adopted by
30 to 25 votes. The 30 who voted for its
adoption were :— Bailies Chisholm, M-Cutcheon,
Fife, Hunter, M‘Phun, Battersby, and W. K.
Anderson ; Councillors Bilsland, Brechin, Boyd
3. Brown, Richard DBrown, Calderwood,
Carswell, Cochran, Dallas, Dick, Ferguson,
Finlay, Garey, Gray, Hamilton. George
Mitchell, Morrin, Maclay, Paterson, Robertson,
Sandilands, Stewart, Walker. and James
Willock,

The daily papers would even admit that the
present system of taxation is capable of improve-
ment, but we must frankly state that the task
seams heyond the capacity of the men who
support such a mixed and contradictory state-
ment. The report winds up by saying :—

[ 15 our earnest desire that the Commission
should impress upon the Government the
necessity of this question being not further
delayed, whereby we may have at no distant
date a scheme placed before the country that
<hall be fair and equitable, instead of the
present unjust methods "

When we consider this report we are almost
persuaded that this peroration is wrote sarcastic.
A more confused prououncement on the
incidence of local taxation it would be ditficult
to imagine. The report states in the first place
that the basis of taxation should be ability to
pay,” and winds up by declaring for the
“ Pavation of Land Values”—the basis of
which is that men shall be rated not on their
ability to pay, but on the value of the
advantages they receive from the community.
It is about time the supporters of land value
taxation in the Council were recoguising this
ditference.

To tax a man on his ability to pay, is to fine
the industrious man, and fine him accord ng to
the amount he produces  We are told by
our teachers on morals that men should
be thrifty and industrivus, but the so called
land value taxation members of the Town
Council are of opinion that this is only o much
bunkum, and that Parliament ought to give
them powers to put impositions on those who

i
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dare to practise the virtue of industry.

improvements.  The taxation of this value is
therefore the reverse policy of taxation according
to ability to pay, and one that encourages the
industrious citizen. It is putting a period also
to the contiscation enforced at present by both
the Government and the landowner, and in a
way that destroys the power of the land
speculator: as John Morley putsit, to =
towns.

To impose the rates “*one-half on owner and
one-half on occupier,” and differential rating,
are mere subterfuges,  Rent and rates are one
and tlie same thing, and the more the occupiers
pay in rates the less they will pay in rent. To

continue to talk of such methods as desirable |

changes is to throw so much dust in the eyes of
the people, and to trifle with the cause of
reform.

Where, it might be asked at this point, is
the Corporation en local taxation? On the
17th June, 1805, it was resolved to petition

Parliament in favour of taxing the values of |

land for local purposes, and other 1,100 assessing
bodies in Scotland were written to, seeking

their co-operation in applying to Puarliament |

for the necessary powers to give effect to this
principle.
sent to these bodies about “ taxation aceording
to ability to pay,” nor of “differential rating.”
Sixty-two of these bodies responded favourably,
and on the 5th October, 1306, the Council
resolved, by 33 to 25 votes, on the motion of
Bailie Burt, seconded by Bailie Chisholn, “that
a petition be presented to Parliunent in favour
of having powers to make land values the hasis
of the city’s taxation”  What impression can
the Town Couneil with such a record make on
the Royal Commission, except to malke confusion
worse confounded.

There is only one way out of the wood.
There is only one way to rescue the suffering
poor from unjust taxation, and from their
wretched social condition, and God help them

so long as their cause is advoeated at our |

Council board by men who, while publicly
professing to be in favour of reform of taxation,

shew such lamentable ignorance on the very

A B C of it. The people owe the supprriers of

this report nothing, except that they have |

confused the issue.

In respect of rating, the pronouncement of
the Royal Comnission on the Housing of the
Working Classes, twelve years ago, was clear
and definite, and to the point.
to Tax the Value of Land to reduce rates and
destroy land monopoly.  This was twelve years
ago.  Truly, “after many days” comes the
subject which must alternately excite our
merriment and indignation,

which so much has been said and written, we
can only blush for the patience of the electors.

John Morley on the Land Question.

“Here T find myself in the midst of a group |
There are five burghs (the !

of small towns.
Montrose Burghs) that counstitute this con-
stituency, and the other towns
ahout, It seems to me an
type of manufacturing and industrial work.
This by the way, but [ suppose that
both about the large towns and the small towns

ronnd

in Scotland—ecertainly it is the ease in England |

— the land around these populous centres is

rated not in regard to its prospective value |

which, as you all know, is derived entirely from
the proximity of places where enterprise and
activity are, while the owners of the surrounding
land were asleep in their beds —adding every
day, every hour to its value,”

The Squire—“Do you know vour trespassing,
my man?”

Tramp—1Is this vour land 17

The Squire—“That it is. It's heen in mv
family for a counle of hundred years, thoueh

. L - o ’ -

there have been times when we've had to fight
for it.”

Tramp—“ All right, guv'nor; will you fight

gorit now? T'mon!” Pearsons Weekly.

The |
advantages anyone receives from the community |
find expression in the value of land, apart from |

throttle |

There was no word in the circular |

It was simply |

When we witness |
such denseness and vacillation on the part of |
our “elected persons,” on a question upon |

regnlarly and is enjoyed by me he

admiralk:]e |

There and There.
Ex Bailie Burt told his Halifax audience
[that Acts of Parliament to improve the con-
dition of the \\'n'.'kin_l_[ classes were _ilh'[ as
| absurd as if some philantrophic movement were
| started to frame special laws to keep a hive of

stolen the honey.

It seems to him ironieal in the extreme that
we always went to the poorest part of a town
to find the working elasses, and to the best part
Jof a town where they sought the }u’uln]n who
‘ did not work.

At the close the following resolution was
passed :—* That this meeting is in favour of
| the Halifax Town Council applying to Parlia-
ment for powers to make land values the main
| basis of loeal taxation.”

“1 entertain little doubt that if Scotland
could be polled to-morrow there would be a
decisive majority for making short work of the
| House of Lords as it now stands.  The danger
of the moment is that people should be attracted
by some rveform of the House of Lords A
reformed House of Lords is a strengthened
House of Lords, and a stronger House of Lords
would not be content with those merely suspen-
| sory powers which it at present possesses. Tt
would be more ready to meddle, and we should
have tolook out for an era of dead locks between
Lords Commons, which are the
| nuisanee of the twochamber svstem all over
| the world,” —Jok Movley.

JHI(]

Did not God ereate the earth for the Markis
of Ailsa, the Markis of DBute, the Dook
Arevll, Lord Stair, and a few others?  "Course
He id! Common people made of clay and
sueh like material are only allowed (sometimes)
to live on it and utilise 1t
few.

by faveur of these
We common clayey folks have not only
to pay them for this privilege, but we have to
keep these Markises and Dooks lolling in the
lap of luxuary, idleness, and profusion.
.1;,(,".:}7”'?"" Post.

Mr. Alex. Veiteh, De Soto,
writes

Mo, U.R AL

We have mueh to thank vou for here in vour mateh-
leas Iigijl for Single Tax. We are all watehing
Glasgow more than any eity T know of,
your good work. - )

The Right Hon, G. H. Reid, Premier and
Treasurer of New South Wales, told the Parlia-

| ment there, on 15th Oectober, that the tax on

Tand values has hrought great prosperity to the

| Colony, and that no community in the world
Glasgow Town Council with a report on the

was less troubled by the tax gatherer.

Mr. Wells Drury, of the San Francisco Call,
in sending a new suhseriber says:

We consider the Single Tax one of the leadine
journals of the Single Tax philosophy-—not second to
1. If good wishes can be of service to vou, ours
will flood yon with prosperity. M copy  comes
+ of the clear
hich it i= evident

understanding of the true doctrine w
the editors possess,

Councillor Graham (Glasgow) says the Taxa-
tion of Land Values is a question for Parlinment
andd that the Council  shonld
itself to administrative work.  Mr. Gradizun
now represents a “safe” seat in the Exchange

Ward.

Town confine

TO LAND REFORMERS AND RADICALS !

We have reprinted Mr. H. S, Murray's
|'Address on “The Land Question,” in
! pamphlet form.

| Mav be had from “SiNGLE
|at 2]6 per 100, carriage paid.
| free on application.

Tax” OFFICE,
Sample copies
If the space below contains a Blue Pencil
mar‘k, plense take it as an indication that
your Subscription is due. Tn remitting,
will you try to send us the name of a new

Subseriber?

| The Receipt of a "c_ho‘py of this paper
|from the office is an invitation to
i subscribe.

bees through the winter after someone had |

great |

of |

Glasgow aDunicipal Election.
POLLING DAY -TUESDAY. 2xp NOVEMBER.

The wards to be contested for and against
Land Value Taxation, and the eandidates, are
as follows : -

FIRST WARD. —Bailie M‘Puux, J. JEFFrREY
Huxrer, W, G. Huxter. Bailie M‘Phun is
the sitting member. He supports the Taxation
nf L:uu{ \'?lltle's.

NECOND WARD. —Councillor Boyp
Browx and TRoperick Scorr.  Both
favour of taxing land values.

FOURTH WARD.—A. C. Houvs and Huan
Muvreny.  Both are in favour of taxing land
values,

SIXTH WARD —Councillor W, CocHRAN,
ex-Builie Burr, Parrick O'Harg, WiLrLiam
Jonvsroxe.  All stand for the Taxation of
Land Values. There are two vacancies, Mr.
Burt is running with Mr., Cochran.

EIcHTH WARD. —Councillor D.
and Wwu ForsyTH.
land values.
member.
Values.

NIXTEENTH  WARD.— Councillor Dr.
CavswilL and R. Cuisnony Ropertsox.  Dr.
Carswell supports the Taxation of Land Values.

TWENTY FIFFie WARD. —Councillor A.
Do Beskine. Councillor Kerr is
against and Dr. Erskine is in favour of taxing
land values.

S,
are in

MorriN
Both in favour of taxing
Councillor Morrin is the sitting
He supports the Taxation of Land

Keenr and

Conference on Taxation of Land
Values.

The circular invitations to the Conferenee on
the Taxation of Land Values to be held on
fth Janunary, 1593, ar Bradford, will be issoed
this month.  We should like to know as early
as possible all those who intend being lil't'!ﬂ-]li.
Those woing from are invited to
accompany the Glasgow contingent who will
leave Glasgow on Monday, 3rd January. We
would point out that if a suflicient number
Journey together, arrangements ean be made

Scotland

for woing at a cheap rate. It will also be
necessary  to make  arrangements  for  hotel
weeomimodation for one niche in Bradford. 1t

15 essential, therefore, that we be informed as

| soon as possible how many are coine.,
- tad fe)

Goed speed |

C Mr. Watts sends £2 2,

The eXpenses of the Conference and publie
meeting must of course be met, and we have
pleasure in acknowledeing the first subscription
sent to this aceount, from Mr. James Watts,
Manchester,  In a cordwl letter of approval,
We shall be glad to
acknowledge further subscriptions.

Lords and Dependents.

Sixteen out of hundred own land,
eighty-four own none: the eighty-four are there-
fore legally dependent on the sixteen for the
opportunity to earn a living.

Must men ever pray for the rocks to get
harder, the wineral deeper, and the soil less
fertile, to the end that they way find labour
enonh to earn  their daily bread?  Must
millions of lahourers continue to tramp the
highwavs in h