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PRICE ONE PENNY.

A MAN AND A BROTHER

H I"E:\HE wood of the forest, the grass

of the field, and all the natural
fruits of the earth, which, when land
was in common, cost the labourer only
the trouble of gathering them, come
even to him to have an additional
price fixed upon them, when land has
become pl'i\':l.lf‘ property. He must
then pay for license to gather them,
and must give up to the landlord a
labour either

portion of what his

collects or produces.  This portion, or
what comes to the same thing, the
price of this portion, constitutes the

rent of land.”—Adam Sueith.
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Motcs anb Gommuu

We learn that, on the invitation of the
Rhymmney (Merthyr Tydvil) Urban Distrie
Council, no fewer than 70 local authorities in
England and Wales have petitioned Parliament

in favour of the Taxation of Ground Rents and |

Land
following :—12 Town Councils—West Ham,
Sunderland, Huddersfield, Hastings, Devonport,
Swindon, Lowestoft, Ryde, Ventnor, Dewshury,
Port Talbot, and Rawtenstall — 10 urban
Distriet Councils,
1 County Council, 2 Vestries—Camberwell
and St. Mary's, Battersea. A number of
Boards of Guardians have also sent in a similar
petition, and we hope to give particulars as to
these next month.

This is encouraging. It will act as a tonic
to all who are active in spreading the gospel of
the Taxation of Land Values. This advance
by so many local representative bodies is
signiticant of the progress the question is
making in the public mind The straight
resolution passed at the public demonstration
held recently in Portsmouth under the auspices
of the local Trades” Couneil, and the resolution
on the agenda of the
indieations of the headway our ideas are making.
Time is on our side. Let us be persistent in
our efforts in the future as in the past, and we
are bound to win.

Trades’ Congress are other
g

If you desire to have the fullest information

regarding the action of the Glaszow Corporation
on the lllli':-i[iu[l of mu-m‘ing wwers from Parlia-
ment to make Land Values the
l:l..\;nlinn, secure nocopy of the report of the
Scottish  Land Restoration Union, 1896-97.
It will be posted to any address for One Penny.

bisis of local

An Interesting Deal.

John DBatmans title deed for the land on
which the city of \Ir'immm. Australia, now
stands, has been bought by the British Museum
for £25. Tt records his purchase, June 6,
1835, from three brothers, all ealled -]ug.'l.-jn;;:l,
of a tract called Dutigalla, 500,000 acres in
extent, near Port I]II.I“}J‘ The boundaries are
carefully defined. The consideration given in
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I I one man can command the land

re .
upon which others labour, he can

appropriate  the produce of their

labour as the price of his permission

to labour. The fundamental law of

nature that the enjoyment by man
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is thus violatved, The one receive:

without producing, the others produce

without receiving. The onc is un

Justly enriched; the others are robbed.”
—Menry George.
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return was 20 pairs of blankets; 50 tomahawks,
100 knives, D0 pairs of looking
glasses, 200 handkerchiefs; 100 pounds of flour

seissors, S0

6 shirts ; with an additional yearly tribute of

100 pairs of blankets, 100 knives, 100 toma-
hawks, 50 suits of clothes, 50 looking glasses,
50 pairs of scissors, 5 tons of flour,

Some of this land during the

E“r‘“]nu]“ll"
boom was sold at £500,000 to £600,000 an

I;i.cre, and some of it at the rate of £2,000 a

15 rural District Councils, |

square foot,
£43,500 for 43! Acres.
Referring to the resolution on land
to be moved at the Trades’
month, the Glasgow Hepald
not be well for them to define what is ground
value apart from the taxable subjects upon it ?”

values,

asks

Two days following, the swine paper states |

that the Corporation of Glasgow has decided to
purchase 431 between the
and ]{nth!l'flf'rl Road, as an addition
Glasgow Green, at a cost of £1,000 per acre.
If the . /1. abstracts the value of the improve
ments already on this piece of swamp land, it
will discover that the “ground value, apart
from the taxable sl|]{ju-<-|>. upon it,” mmounts to
exactly the price paid by the Corporation—
£13,500. A respected and reputed valuator
declared this to be the value,  The Trades
Congress policy is to tax these acres on this
declared  value of the land, fapart
l111l]l‘:;\'l'mcnls.”

acres,

A Phase of the Question.

As showing the peculinr nature and working
ot our land system in Edinburgh and Glasgow,
a corresponpent writes :—* In Edinburgh, with
a population of 261,225 in 1801, they
than 7..‘]U owners of houses, while
Glasgow (parlinmentary) with a  population
of 564,981 in 1801 has only 1,772 owners, In
l';-|iu|1llr'l.;1| the ground landlords H]rli! the feu
duty over avery half flat or even third part of
a flat, but the ground landowners in Glasgow
refuse ; thence you cannot purchase a flat or
half flat, but take a whole tenement at a cost
of £1,400 as a minimum. There is no induce-
ment in Glasgow for any working or person of
moderate means acquiring a house
exists in Edinburgh—it is a monopoly.”

have
no fewer

Congress this |
- Would it |

. |
river Clyde |
to the !

from |

such as |

The custom referred to in Edinburgh may
have its advantages to those who can invest in
the ownership of a flat or part of a flat, but i
does nothing to meet the wants of those who
are rack-rented and forced into the congested
districts. If land values were taxed, the land
speculators would go, and all vacant building
sites would be opened up for use at their
normal value. This would give every man an
opportunity to purchase or rent decent house
| accommodation.

Count Tolstoi on Henry George.

Ernest Howard
number of the * Progressive Review,” tells of a
“two days with Count Tolstoi.” Speaking of
Henry George, the Count said—*“1 like his
works especially for the strong Christian feeling
running through them.” The Single Tax
appeared to him the only practical scheme of
reform now before the public; and in a lette
written to My Tolstoi says ¢ Henry
George has sent me all his books ; T knew some
of them, but some “ Perplexed
Philosopher,” and were new  to e
The more 1 know of him the mwore 1
at the inditference o
the civilised If the new
Tsar were to ask me what T would advise hin
to do, | “ Use your
autoeratic power to abolish the landed pr'nj;r-rrl\.
in Russia, and to introduce the Single Tax
system, and then give up your power, and give
the people a liberal constitution.”

Crosby in the August

Crosl W,

others, as the
'i”ll’l"\,
f'“l"' =|.
him, and am astonished

world to his work.

would say to  him

Klondike and Glasgow.

“Old miners who realise the state of atlair
in Klondike ]n:‘-'diir-[ death and distress during
winter. Those who are returning now, however,
admit that the strike of gold was and is one of
the greatest in the world’s history,  They also
predict further finds in the future, but add
that all the land has been staked out long ago,
.'U||] Tlll»-.v who o II]I Lo |\’|l)lll“l~:|' now must
prospect for themselves, and buy claims from
their present owners or else work for then,”
Reuters’ Telegram in Herald,

We also predict death and distress during
the winter in the Glasgow goldfields—a part of
the most valuable gold *“strike” in the world’s
That there will be other and greater

Slst August.

| history.
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“finds” of “unearned increment” in the future
is an absolute certainty as every man can
understand. All of the land has been “staked ”
out long ago, some hundreds of years ago, in
the Glasgow goldfields, in this inexhaustible
mine which gets richer as time goes on. In
the neighhourhood of Klondike the people can
prospect for themselves, but our fields have all
been monopolised, and now we must buy the
claims of the holders, or else work for them and
on their terms.  Besides which we have to pay
£500,000 in rates to keep the fields in good

order, so that ““the owners may be induced to |

remain and give us employment.”
A Single Tax Conference.
We would like to direct attention to

J. 8. Jamieson in favour of a meeting of Single
Taxers. It has our approval. Such a gathering
should bring together a great number of the
active Single Taxmen and Land Reformers in
Britain, and would certainly result to the
advantage of the movement. Our policy, as
Mr. Jamieson says, is one of education or per-
meation ; and, while we are satisfied with the
progress that has been made, we fecl sure it
would be of some benetit to the cause for Single
Taxers to take counsel together for more united
action. There are now many reformers through-
out the country who are heartily with us in our
work and aspivations, It is surely advisable
that we should make the most of such friends.
Such a conference would bring together the
men who are regarded as pioneers and leaders
in the movement, many of whom only know
each other through our publications, and by the
medium of that agency of civilisation— the Post
Oflice.
gestion will meet with a hearty response, and
that a result our members and friends
throughout Britain will soon have the pleasure

Hs

of meeting in conference at some central town. |

Causes of Poverty.

Statistics issued by the Charity Organisation
Society of New York, contirm the inference
which the Recorder recently drew from the
penitentiary statistics of Illinois, that crime is
due in most part neither to intemperance nor
to illiteracy.

The Charity Organisation statisties cover the |
period from July I, 1895, to July 1, 1896, and |

concern 2,060 persons.  The individuals referred
to varied in age from under 14 to over 70
years. All the cases upon which the statistics
are based were carefully investigated by the
society, which certainly could have no motive
in exonerating illiteracy and intemperance from
responsibility for poverty.  But that is the
result of the figures. As to illiteracy, 90 per
cent. could read and 86 per cent. could both
read and write ; and as to causes of poverty,
intemperance ligured in only 12 per cent. of
the cases.

The chief cause of the poverty in these cases
seemns to have been lack of employment, the
percentage being 34, And this indication that
a glutted labour market is the prime cause of
poverty is confirmed by the decisions of the
society as to the relief required. In the
category of those “needing work rather than
relief,” the percentage is X,

These statistics are a rebuke to the classes
who, because they are comfortable, imagine
that no one need be poor.  They tell the story
eloquently of a state of society which is not
only pathetic in its shadows, but infamous in

its high lights,—of a state of society in which |

the rich actually produce and flourish upon the
poverty for which they east responsibility upon
the poor.—Clewelitid Recorder.
Leader of the Knights of Labour.
A LIVE ADVOCATE OF THE SINGLE TANX.
The following letter, from the General
Master Workman of the Knights of Labour,
speaks for itself:—
Oftice of General Master Workman, Order of Knights
of Labour, Surplus Springs, Ark., May 25, 1597,
To Chas. A. Brothers, Dover, Del.:
Your favour of May 9th, came to my oftice while I

was absent in Ohio, whicl is the cause of the delay in |

answering it I consider the work being done by our
friends in Wilmington as a starting peint for a great
National victory along those lines. I am not only in
sympathy with the Single Tax movement, but a real
live Single Taxer as well, and you may rest assured 1

will wrge all my personal friends and Knights of |

the
letter appearing in another column from NMr. |

We hope Mr. Jamieson's timely sug- |

Labour in Wilmington to give the movement all
possible support.  Wishing you and the cause in
T am, fraternally yours,
J. R. SoveEreics, G, M. W,

We commend this attitude to the Labour
leaders of Britain. [t is about time they were
making the discovery that in the solution of
the Land Question lies the solution of the
labour problem. At present, trades’ union
leaders are fighting strenuously to better the
condition of labour. . But it is all in vain so
long the Land Question is untouched.
| Every improvement results in raising rent and
| increasing the values of land. This naturally
begets land monopoly, which forces both capital
and labour out of employment at every turn,
A tax on land values would destroy this
power that so insiduously waylays the active
partners in the production of wealth; and
until it is destroyed all other schemes for the
emancipation of labour, even when successful,
can only bring concessions which will but
strengthen the power of the land monopolist
to take the fullest advantage of the new
arrangement. )
gratulated on seeing this so clearly. Tt will be
well for the canse of labour here when the
leaders take such a square look at the bottom
canse of our industrial strife.

as

Robinson Crusce and the

Protectionist.
Robinson Crusoe, we will suppose, is still
alone on his island. Let us suppose an

American Protectionist is the first to break his
solitude with the long-yearned for music of
human speech.
imagine.

But now that he has heen there so
long he does not care to leave, the less since his
visitor tells him that the island, having now
been discovered, will often he visited by passing
ships.  Let us suppose that—after hearing
Crusoe's story, seen his island, enjoyed such
| hospitality as he could otter, told him in return
jof the wonderful changes in the great world,
and left him books and papers,—our Pro-
tectionist prepares to depart, but, before going,
seeks to ofler some kindly warning of the
danger Crusoe will be exposed to from the
“deluge of cheap goods” that passing ships will
seek to exchange for fruit and goats. Imagine
| him to tell Crusoe just what Protectionists tell
| larger communities, and to warn him that,
unless he takes measures to make it ditficult to
bring these goods ashore, his industry will be
entirely ruined. “In fact,” we may imagine
the Protectionist to say—*“so cheaply can all
the things you require be produced abroad,
that unless you make it hard to land them, I
do not see how you will be able to employ your
own industry at all.

“Will they give me all these things!”
Robinson Crusoe would naturally exclaim.
“ Do you mean that 1 shall get all these things
for nothing, and have no work at all to do!?
That will suit me completely. 1 shall rest and
read and go fishing for the funof it. T am not
anxious to work, if without work T can get the
things I want.”

“No, I don’t quite mean that,” the Pro-
tectionist weuld be forced to explain; * they
will not give you such things for nothing.
| They will, of course, want something in retnrn ;
but they will bring you so much, and take away
so little, that your imports will vastly exceed
your exports, and it will soon be ditlicult for
you to find employment for your labour.”

“But I don't want to find employment for
my labour,” Crusoe would naturally reply, “1
| did not spend months in digging out my canoe,
and weeks in tanning and sewing these goat
sking, becanse I wanted employment for my
labour, but becanse I wanted the things. If I
can get what I want with less labour, so much
the better, and the more I get and the less 1

exceeds my exports, the easier I can live and
the richer I shall be. I am not afraid of being
overwhelmed with goods. The more they bring
the better it will suit me.”

And so the two might part, for it is certain
that no matter how long our Protectionist
talked, the notion that his industry would be
ruined by getting things with less labour than
before would never frighten Crusoe.—/Henry
George, Chap. 12, ** Protection or Free Trade.”

Delaware the greatest possible measure of success,— |

Mr. Sovereign is to be con-|

Crusoe’s delight we can well |
[=1

give in the trade you tell me I am to carry on— |
{or, as you phrase it, the more my imports |

The Battle of Hastings.
BY MAJOR EDWARDS.
The following is from a letter of recent date
{in a Dover paper:—
Hast thou considered, Dover dear, the resolu-
i tion passed by the Town Council of neighbour
| Hastings, dated July 2nd? Here it is:—

“That, in the opinion of this Council, a great
anomaly exists in the fact that ground landlords
(are exempt from any liability to contribute
i towards local taxation on ground rents, ground
| values, reyalties, and way leaves, and that, in
| justice to those who are already heavily assessed,
and in order that local government may be
carried out more thoroughly and efficiently, this
question should be dealt with by Parliament at
an early date.

“Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray
that you will be pleased, at the earliest possible
moment, to introduce into your honourable
house, and pass into law, a measure authorising
local authorities to assess to all local and
parochial rates all incomes derived from ground
rents, ground values, royalties, and way leaves.”

Such is the resolution of the Hastings Town
Council, which has received the benediction of
the Tory press of Hastings in the words :—

“This is by no means a dangerous Radical
measure, to be repudiated by all true Conserva-
tives, ete.”

A similar, though more drastic, resolution is
about to be submitted to the Portsmouth Trades
Council meeting on the 31st July, concluding
thus:—

“(3). As an instalment of justice, and as a
first and most necessary step towards improving
| the condition of Labour, we demand that all
rates and taxes be removed from production
and trade, and imposed on the value of land
independent of improvements.”

* % %

Use it progressively—that is, let the tax on
land values be one shiliing in the pound the
first year, two shillings the second year, and so
on, until the whole annual value of land, apart
from improvements, is swept into the public
purse for public purposes.

In order that the public appetite may be
whetted for the huge meal which such a pro-
| gressive tax will ultimately provide, it will be
advisable to do something which will at once
strike the public imagination, and show how the
toast is to be buttered. Thus land values are
shown by the income tax returns to be worth
considerably over £220,000,000 a year. One
shilling in the pound, £11,000,000 the first
year, and such a sum is sufficient to abolish the
tobacco duties at one stroke, so that the poor
i man would get his ounce screw of tobacco for
about one halfpenny instead of threepence!
| Surely this would wake up even that remark-
able political prodigy, the Conservative working
man.

Anyhow his wife will wake up the following
year when the tea and other “ breakfast table
duties " are knocked off, and the new “battle
of Hastings” will be finally fought and won
when the excise duties are abolished in the
course of the next year or two, and the poor
man tinds his pot of beer costing him only
fourpence instead of fivepence.

Local rates will be lowered and finally
abolished as the reform goes on, and, as a
glorious result of the courageous first step of
the Hastings Town Council, England will
finally emerge as a genuine free trade country,
without a single custom house to darken her
white cliffs, nor a rate collector to darken the
lives of her householders.

= % % ox

There is something delightfully in accordance
with the ‘““eternal fitness of things” that the
feundal yoke should have been laid upon our
necks at Hastings in 1066, and that Hastings
| should now, in this year of Jubilee (c.f.
Leviticus xxv, 8—24), be taking the lead in
shaking oft that same yoke !

&

The Triumph of Stagnation.

.
|
I Im an article in the * Progressive Review’
|
|

| on “the Decadence of the House of Commons,”
| Mr. R. Wallace, M.P., Edinburgh, says:—

“It may be doubted whether the prevailing
| Liberalism of the House of Commons is pre-
| pared for democracy of this advanced order,
| and this state of things is another among the
| causes of the lack of interest alleged of the

Ask all Candidates for Municipal and Parliamentary Honours this Question—
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present Parliament. There is no energetic
lead, just as there is no really great man, on
either side. From a Conservative Parliament,
especially with an overwhelming Couservative
majority, one expects only the triumph of
stagnation. But in these circuinstances Liberal
leaders should be exceptionally progressive.
Have they been so here? Even the Daily News
complains that there is a *general impression
that the Liberals in the House of Commons are
not led with suflicient pertinacity and vigour.’
How can they be! *What policy can they
plead for? True Liberalism demands that its
tradition should be carried on, and that its
principles should be worked out to their full
democratic conclusions.  How can the existing
leaders do this? They are practical aristocrats,
members of an oligarchy, self appointed, not
democratically chosen. The chief of them are
lawyers or ex-lawyers, and the lawyer instinct
is conservative, while the lawyer habit of
twisting the mind into making the worse
appear the better reason is not conducive to
love of truth for its own sake, or audacity in
developing ideas to their complete and
legitimate applications, What, then, have
they to offer?  The ‘New Liberalism’ can only
nmutter - social reform,” more Factory Acts, more
Compensation Bills. But Mr, Chamberlain can
outbid them on that ground, and they will
perish of impotence unless they can muster up
courage to attack the whole aristocratic system
alike on its religious and civil sides, with the
aim of ultimately making the people master in
its own house.”

The Trades' Union Congress and the

Land Question.

In an editorial the London Eclo, August 5th,
says— “ In season and out of season 7%e Echo
has noted and encou raged the growing tendency
of labour to recognise the supreme importance
of the TLand Question. This tendency has its
latest manifestation on the agenda paper of the
Trades’ Union Congress, to be held in
Birmingham next wonth. The Parliamentary
Committee has found a prominent place in the
programme which they will submit to the
Congress for a resolution in favour of the
Taxation of Ground Values. This will he
moved by Mr. W, Tnskip, J.P., the treasurer of

the Parliamentary Committee, and, if carried, |

will instruct that Committee ‘to promote a
Bill with this object in view. The General
Union of Associations of Power-Loom Over-

lookers has given notice of the following |

resolution:—*That, in the opinion of this
Congress, it is essential for the maintenance of
British industries to nationalise the land, mines,
minerals, royalty rents, railways, waterways,
and docks, and to municipalise all water,
artificial light, and tramway undertakings,
within their several authorities, and that the
Parliamentary Committee be instructed to
promote and support legislation with the above
object.” A similar resolution, but dealing only
with mining rovalties, stands on the agenda in
the name of another association. The National
Hosiery Federation, which has rendered good
service to the Penrhyn quarrymen, has a
resolution condemning the action of Lord
Penrhyn, and asking the Parliamentary Com-
mittee to make a special national appeal, and
to receive subseriptions on
quarrymen. It is certain, therefore, that the
Land Question will be offered for discussion in
more than one form at the Birmingham
Congress. No more important subject could
well engage the attention of Trade Unionists.”

We had not been long at sea before we spoke |
an Irish Guineaman from Belfast, loaded with |

emigrants, for the United States; I think about
seventeen families. These were contrabrand.
Our captain had twenty thonsand acres on the
island of St. John, or Prince Edward’s as it is
called, a grant to some of his ancestors which

had been bequeathed to him, and from which |
he had never received a penny of rent, for the |

very best of reasons in the world, because there
were no tenants to culiivate the soil, Tt
occured to our noble captain that this was the
very sort of cargo he wanted, and that these
Irish people would make good cleaners of his
land and improve his estate.—Caplain Marryats,
in “ Frank Mildmay.”

behalf of the |

Taxation of Land Values in
Operation.
PARTIAL APPLICATION IN NEW SOUTH WALES
ALREADY YIELDING SUBSTANTIAL BENEFITS.

Sydney, N.S. W, Ist July.

The solid progress which the finances indicated |
last half year is still in evidenee, althonsh the
drought, which had then so fearfully handicapped
us, still continues to play havoe with our great
primary industries,

The Government account-book which, since
the downfall of protectionism and its ledger
trickery, has been made a cash-book in fact as
well as in theory, shows that the Treasurer has
received £104,000 more revenue than he has
paid out for the year's national expenditure.

REDUCTION IN CUSTOM TANES.

In 1893, the disastrous panic year, and one |
of the worst in the colony’s history, the people
paid £841,000 more to the customs in hard
cash than they were called upon to pay this
year. That is equal to 3 dollars 25 cents. per
capita directly, and the relief thus given from
protected manufacturers’ imposts must equal
at least 5 dollars per \'.‘ll_li'l?l. :1110;;vtln‘|‘. ]:_\_;
typographical error this was stated at 500 dols.
in the issue of March 3.

“Daily Telegraph” on the Land
Tax.

The following editorial from the Sydney Daily
Telegraph, June 28, entitled “The Land Tax in
Operation,” will give a good idea of the situation
here up to date:—

“When the present land tax was under dis-
cussion the one great objection urged against it
was that it would drive away settlers from the
soil and turn the country into a sheepwalk.
There is no doubt that this view was in
cases sincerely held.

]H.'l“_“ |
Possibly it is so held still.

Numbers of people schooled themselves, or
allowed others to school them, into the fixed
belief that land taxation would cause the great
source of production to be locked up, and on
that ground they honestly opposed it Tt may
be expected, therefore, that mnongst this class
such results are Dbeing looked for with some
degree of genuine alarm.  Indeed, if we are to |
regard half of what was said in opposition to
the tax as the expression of sincere conviction,
there must be a considerable number of persons
agreeably

SURPRISED TO FIND

that the farming districts of the colony are not
already showing signs of blight and desolation.
As the tax has now fairly settled on the land,
these effects, if they are to follow, should
certainly have begun to make their appearance.
[t is not as if it was the result of a mere catch

vote in an unrepresentative Parliament like the

late protective duties for which it has been

substituted. Land taxation has come not ‘like

a thief in the night;’ it has come in open

| political daylight as the effect of a L]E]ﬂ:f‘!'ﬂ.tu‘
and reiterated vote by an overwhelming majority |
of the people. Tt has, therefore, every appear-
ance of permanency, so that there cannot be
many settlers on the soil who are holding out
in the hope of its being within measureable
| time abolished.  Hence, if the predicted exodus

| of farmers 1s to take place at all there is nothing
| for them to wait for. Is there any manifestation
| of people either fleeing or being about to flee
| from the operation of the land tax |

DIRE PROPHECIES UNFULFILLED.

“Can any part of the colony be pointed to
where the fulilment of the dismal prophecies
concerning it has commenced ! Where are the
abandoned farms and the rusting ploughshare
and the empty barns that were to bear witness
to the effects of making the large frechold
|owners of land take more equitable share in

| the burdens of taxation? None of theso things
have as yet appeared.  On the contrary we see
people as eager as ever to get hold of eligible
furming land, which is rushed by tax-defying |
applicants as soon as it is thrown open. This
alone uu;_;ht to goa ]:’:n;_{ way towards reassu r‘ing
{ those honestly mistaken citizens who believed |
{in the alarmist prophecies to which we have |
| referred.

| auction

HARD ON SPECULATORS.
“There are now, however, other distinet
effects of the tax ]ir’]_ffmlin:_; to appear, which go
further to dissipate any fear of the land being
thrown out of use, as was predicted. Amongst

| these is the opening up of the vast Peel River

estate at Tamworth, where nearly tive thousand
acres of agricultural country are announced for
sale in farm lots. This land is the

property of an absentee company, which while

it was subject to no tax could afford to keep an
immense estate locked up while the expenditure
of public woney all around was increasing its
value. Sinee the land was acquired its value
has been largely enhanced by the running of
the railway through Tamworth, towards which
the cowpany contributed nothing. Now the
tax comes in, and upon this enormous amount

| of increased wealth a penny in the pound has

to be paid. It becomes necessary, therefore, to

| put the land to its most remunerative use, and
for that reason it is to he thrown open to close

settlement. Here we have an instance of the
people not being driven from the land by the
operation of the tax, but being invited to settle
where hitherto access has been denied to them.
SINGLE TAX PREDICTIONS PROVED.

“ And it is only one case out of many of the
same kind that are noticed in different parts of
the country.  Tn order to pay the tax the land
must be worked, hence a demand for productive

| labour in the farming industry which previously

did not exist. During all the years that settlers
were going into the remote bush, and struggling
against the drawbacks of isolation, here was all
this land in the vicinity of a large town like
Tamworth, with river frontage and railway
The land
In other parts of the

communieation, elosed azainst them.
tax has nlat’l!t‘ll it.

| country it is doing the same thing, while no

case has vet been recorded of land being thrown
ont of use because of the tax. These are actual
facts, not theories or prophecies, and by such
persons as desire to judge the present fiscal
policy of the country on its merits they will be
duly appreciated.

“The tax does not affeet the productive
capacity of the land, consequently the wealth
that is in it remains for the gathering the same
as before.  Tf the effect was to reduce the
possible output by s0 much per acre, the fears
of those who anticipated a collapse of the
farming industry would have been justified.
That would diminish the actual value of the
land, and the amount of such diminution would
be the measure of the country’s loss. No such
effect is produced by land taxation. The land
that is cultivated will give in produce the same

| return for the same amount of labour. tax or

no tax. The land which is not cultivated but
merely held for speculative purposes will, how-

ever, not give an equal profit to the speculator.

| Hence the stimulus is to the use of lamd,

whereby the result of the tax is to increase
instead of te retard agricultural settlement.
This is now being proved by practical demon-
stration. The case of the Peel River (.'ompan_v
is merely a straw showing the way in which
the current is setting

LAND OPENED TO INDUSTRY.

“Instead of the workers moving away from
the land and leaving it idle we find monopoly,
which kept it locked up, beginning to stand

{ aside in order that they may come and occupy
| it.  This is an effect so totally dhfferent to that

which we were told would result from land
taxation by its opponents that they will now
require to find some other reason for the faith
that is in them. Tt is not much use to go on
arguing that land taxation must kill agriculture

|in face of the fact that since the introduction
{of the tax the farming industry has thriven.

When in place of workers being put off the

{land through the operation of the present fiscal

policy, new openings are seen to be made for
them to go on it, the ery about hindrance to
production caused by the tax calls for no
wiswer.  Facts from which there is no appeal
stile it.  And the number of these facts as
typitied by the case of the great Peel River
estate must increase as the owners of other
large monopolies begin to realise that the land
tax has come to stay.”

“Are you in favour of Taxing Land Values ?
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PROGRESS.

One of the most pleasing and encouraging
features of the propaganda on behall of the
Taxation of lLand Values is the

manner in
which local bodies throughout Great Britain arc
tackling the question.  Not long ago, at the
instance of the Glasgow Town Council, 62
assessing authorities in Scotland, comprising 7
Town Councils, 8 Police Burghs, 1 County
Council, and 46 Parish Councils representing
the ratepayers of the principal Scottish centres,
including ~ Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen,
Dundee, Greenock, and Paisley agreed to join

the Glasgow Corporation in petitioning Parlia-

ment in favour of making Land Values a basis
of local taxation. And now in Lngland and
Wales no fewer than 7o local authorities have
resolved to petition Parliament in favour of the
Town

policy.  These

Councils, 40 urban District Councils, 13 rural

same comprise 12

2

Distriet Councils, 1 County Council, and 2
Vestries,

These responsible bodies have discussed the
question in - all its bearings.  They were not
influenced by political considerations, but acted
colely as the clected  representatives of the
ratepayers, who are beginning to see how they
are bamboozled and cheated by the present
system of rating.  They have come to under- |
stand that they must make improvements for
the public good, and that this work cannot be
done without price.  The rates are consequently
rising and pressing upon the tenants with more
But they have also dis-
covered—it has been brought home to them in

and more severity.

their everyday experience-—that every  public
improvement, every extensinn of industry and
the growth of population results in increasing
the values of land.

If public improvements must be made to
mect the wants of growing communitics, a greater

revenue is needed ; and if with this progress
there comes an added value to the land it is just
and expedient that such value should be taken |
in taxation to meet the cost of these improve-
ments.  The people are beginning to see this
clearly, and hence the action of these public
bodies on the question.  The step has not been
forced by any special organisation. It has come
in the course of events, and come to stay until
lind values as such contribute to the main-

tenance of local government.

What have our leading poliicians of the
Reform party, who so strongly favour the Taxa-
tion of Land Values, to say on the subject?

They know, and publicly profess to know, that
the land question les at the root of most social
evilse,  Lxcessive rents and congested districts

urievously afflict the poor, and the monopoly price |
of vacant building land is a constant barrier to
their relief.  The Taxation of Land Values will
averthrow this system of land monopoly besides
reducing the rates levied on the rentals of all

business and  house property. A\ tax  of
one penny in the pound on land  values
is already in operation in New South Wales,
and the effects there are seen in the Jand
speculator letting  his land  for eultivation.

Formerly he could afford to keep itidle ; now he
is called upon to pay taxation on its value, and

it is already burning his fingers. It 15 more

' social salvation.

[ step in the direction of a just social order,

profitable to let the land for use that the
assessor’s demands may be met, than to keep it
idle and pay the assessor for the privilege.

This is the way to bring the land into cultiva-
tion, and what is being done in New South Wales
can be done in Britain.  Land acquires a value

independent of any action on the part of the
i )

| owner, yet when the tax-gatherer comes round
= | he passes by this unearned increment and takes
| only from the oceupier.

The Taxation of Land
that those who now |
appropriate these values should contribute to
the rates, and contribute in a way that would
force desirable land

Vilues  only  means

into use.

industrial centres,

This public sentiment growing now so |
rapidly in favour of this “new tax” is an |
education in itself on the question. No true
politician ean afford to ignore it.  The question :_

of social reform is now more and more before |
us at every Parliamentary contest: and it is
not yet forgotten that the Tory party owe their |

position in Parliament to-day to the promises
they so lavishly made at the general clection, |
1895, as pioncers and leaders of a coming |
millenium.  They have not attempted
redeem  those
and likely never will; for old

social

in any way to pledges,

age pensions

"mean cither new taxation on industry, or the

taxation of the “uncarned increment.”  Industry
will to
temper of the

bear such a burden, and the
Tory party will only enable its |

refuse
leaders, as we have already seen, to touch the |
Land Question in favour of the landowners.

The better housing of the working classes
cannot be touched till land monopoly is over- |
thrown.
leaders of the Liberal party on these questiors,
In the Taxation of Land Values the Liberal
party have a policy that can rouse the people
from their apathy—what other question can ? |
et them speak out and advoceate it. Let them
provide their speakers and organisers with suitable |
literature on the land question, and they will meet
with a ready response.
contented, and rightly so, when so many
them are the victims of so much social misery
and despair.  All this can be swept away by
the monopoly of
natural opportunities to the employment of both

removing cause—the

capital and labour.  This is the question that
must be faced if we are to have any measure of

These public bodies, representing so many of |
the ¢lectors, of every political colour, are doing :
their best to bring this question to the front.
In asking Parliament for powers to Tax Land |
Values, they are taking the only action possible
with their limited administrative powers.
must be encouraged.

They

It remains for the Liberal
much identified with the
advocacy of this policy, to come out into the |

party, already  so

open and insist on its urgency, as a practical

My God! when 1 read o'er the bitter lives of

[ 'men whose eager hearts were quite too great

to beat beneath the eramped mode of the day :
and see them mocked at by the world they love,
hagaling with prejudice for pennyworths of
that reform which their hard toil will make
the common avthright of the age to come—
when I see this, spite of my faith in God, 1
marvel how their hearts bear up =0 long ; nor

{conld they but for the same prophecy, this

It would be |
sending the rate collector on a new mission, and
one that would not only bring a new source of
income to the public exchequer, but access to

We are waiting for the voice of the |

The people are dis- |
of | & tax of One Penny in the £ on Land Values,

bere anbvttbere.

We would direct attention to the article in
another column from the Sydney Dai'y Telegraph,
which tells how a tax on land values of one
penny in the pound is already removing the
“dead hand” of the land speculator, and
opening up wuch suitable land for cultivation
and use.

Report of the Scottish Land
Restoration Union.

The executive of the Scottish Land Restora-
tion Union have just published, in pamphlet
form. a report of their work during the year
1896-97, a copy of which will be posted to the
members and subseribers to the Single Tax.
Besides dealing with the Land Question and the

Taxation of Land Values, it contains a concise

_ X | history of the finding and the action taken by the
the land, so nccessary to the expansion of all |

(lasgow Corporation on the question of Taxing
Land Values. The secretary will post a copy
to any address for One Penny, and will be glad
to send quantitics for distribution at the rate
of Sixpence per dozen,

Seven hundred villagers belonging to Marano,
Ttaly, have just demanded a redistribution of
the estates of Patrician families which are lying
uncultivated.  The reply of the Ttalian Govern-
ment was to send four companies of troops to
repress any possible disturbance, Under the
dingle Tax such uncultivated ground will come
into use at the instance of the assessor, the

' troops notwithstanding.

Twenty enterprising citizens of Indianapolis
have just contributed 1000 dollars each to send
twenty insured miners to Klondyke, the calcula-
tion being that a sutlicient number would die
to reimburse the investors by the insurance

| money whether any gold is found or not.

The island upon which New York city

.| stands was bought, two centuries and a half
| ago,

go, for £4 15s. To-day it is worth some
£100,000,000, and is the property of a few who
take its annual value from the toiling citizens.

Dundee Town Council are taking steps to

| abolish the right of Lord Deans of Guild to
| rppw-.;pi.t;.{iun in the Town Councils of Gl:nsgow,

Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Dundee, and Perth.
When men learn what they want they can
have it by voting for it. To-day nothing seems

| to be wanted and we are getting it.

The N.S.W. Government have just imposed

and big estates formerly held out of use like

| these Italian acres are being opened up for
| cultivation.
the |

Take one instance given by the
Sydney Daily Telegraph. Some 5,000 acres at
Tamworth held J!l_\' an absentee company which,
while it was subject to no tax, could afford to
keep an immense estate locked up. Now the
tax comes in and the estate seems now to be
burning the fingers of its owners judging from
their sudden desire to dispese of it in farm lots.

The Glasgow Free Preshytery have authorised
the erection of a new church- at the corner of
Garscube Road and Gairbraid Street, Glasgow —
a working class district.  But the fact that
this small corner of the earth is wanted as a
place of worship to the Creator stands for
nothing with the owner of this part of the earth
by law, and his price is £1,800 for a quarter of
an acre.

The Earl of Derby draws, it is said, from his
tenant farmers upwards of £170,000 a year.
This is Sll!l]‘!]!'llll'll[l'(l by his Li\'Prpuol property.
In 1710 the waste lands of Kirkdale and Bootle,
I.i\'r-rpqu. were  purchased from the Moore
family for £12,000 —a good investment, when
it is remembered that £300,000 has been paid
by the corporation of that town for strips of
the foreshore as the dock extension becmne
NeCessary Bootle and Kirkdale are now
mostly let out in building leases at so much a
foot. This fortunate family also owns nearly
all the town of Burv. The total income of

inward feeling of the glorious end.—James | the Earls of Derby must be close on £350,000

Russell Lowell.

a year.—Daily Paper.

SERVE THE CAUSE BY HANDING THE PAPER TO A FRIEND.
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Andrew Carnegie said:—*“The greatest dis-

covery of my life is that the men who do the |

work never get rich.”

Tt was stated at the conference of the British
Pharmaceutical Society, held in Glasgow last
month, that the people of Great Britain expended
nearly £3,006,000 sterling on secret remedies,
Most ailments are caused to-day by the stress
and worry of hnsiness life and [‘{t-\e_ri:;|:1ir1g social
conditions.  The
the real cure and the salvation it will bring can

The wind-up concerts of the Bethesda Choir
(Penrhyn quarrymen) were given at Hastings
last week.  In spite of wvery unfavourable
weather £37 was cleared in the four days’|
visit. The arrangements were made by local
Land Reformers.

The law courts will not allow the Chicago |
city fathers to tax eycles, Why not try Land
Values? asks the London Echo.

A report issued by the Roxburgh, Berwick,
and Selkirk Lunacy Board contains items for
land for the asylum property amounting to
some £4,000 paid to the Duke of DBuceleuch
and Mr. Sexton Karr, M. P,

There is a corner in wheat just now and the
price of bread is rvising —Daily Paper,

Everybody sees this, though it has only lasted
amonth. There is a corner in land, and ground
rents and land values are always going up.
This is the bottom “corner” of all speculation

Taxation of Land Values is

| pamphlet form.

| from

| your Subscription is due.
P will you try to send us the name of a new

| staration Union appeal to all sympathisers

Sree on application.

Francis E. Willard says:—

I believe the present economic comndition of the
country, the misery of millions of our people, the vast
number of the unemployed, call for reforms which, if
thev could but he bronght about, would vastly diminish |
tha tendeney to drink, and that one of those reforms
of farreaching and unspeakable Lieneticence is the
Ningle Tax, as set forth by its great apostle, Henry
Georyve,

T0 LAND REFORMERS AND RADIGALS '
We have reprinted Mr. H, S. Murray's |
Address on “The Land Question,” in

May be had from “Sixcre Tax ™ Orrice,
at 3s. per 100, carriage paid.  Sampie copres

The Receipt of a copy of this paper
the office is an invitation to
subscribe.

[f the space below contains a Blue Pencil
mark, please take it as an indication that
Tn remitting,

Subseriber!?

TO LAND REFORMIERS,
The Executive of the Scottish Land Re-

throughout Scotland to become members of
the Union.

Minimum Annual Subscription, 1s.  2s. Gd.
secures membership of the Union and a

tlmu;_(h it 15 not so |‘|';1{1i|_\_' seen:; but one of | COPY Of the “Sf'ngfﬁ' Tax," ,’HJ.‘-‘EL free, _)fm‘(r

these days it will stand boldly out as such.

| twelvemonth,

as. secures membership, the

The Taxation of Land Values is already written | «“8ingle Tax” for twelve months, and an

on the walls of this kingdom of lnndlordism,

| assortment of Single
| Leaflets, including those published during

Tax Pamphlets and

Tt is stated that the Chinese of San Francisco | the year.

are donating food to aid the unemployed
natives of that city. |

-— - 1
Cunringhame CGoraham writes to the duily
papers that ignorance is a quality worthy of

the highest respect of the majority of mankind.

Mr. Robert Wallace, M.P., Edinburgh, says—

I have long held that a large section of the House of
Commons ought not to be there at all. Two-thirds of
it at least is impossible to regard with anything like
intellectual respect.

Mr. A, L.

Brown, ex-M.P., speaking at a
Liberal demonstration at  Hawick, recently,
said *“a programme was wanted, It must be
drawn out by them and handed to their leaders,

| about a year »go.

They would lay one down during the coming |

winter,”

Mr. T. 8. Cree, writing to Glasgow Ilerald,
says, “ Iviction has been for many, and might

f-nnu_-_;h that while the owners of vehicles l-njn\'

have been for very many more, an opportunity |

of prosperity both to those who went and to |

those who remained behind; and that there is
always plenty of Jand to be had by builders if
they like to pay the price,”  Of course you can
get all the land you want if you like to pay
the price.

This reminds us of the man who seriously
advised us that there was plenty of work to be
had if the men would only do it cheap enough.
Certainly, you can get all the work on the same

¥ g
prineiple if you do it for nothing.

Commenting on the Royal visit to the Green
Isle, The New Adge says, “George the Fourth
once landed in Treland, drunk as usual,”

The Britvish estate covers a fourth part of the
habitable area of the globe, and the Queen’s
subjects number over 400,000,000, Commenting
on this, Mark Twain says he perceives now
that the English are mentioned in the bible—
“ Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit
the earth.” '

By a majority of 13 to 7 the Norwich Doar|
of Guardians has passed a resolution in favour
of the loeal rating of ground values, royalties,
and wayleaves heing dealt with by Parlinment
at an early date,

The Daily Chlrovicle is glad to see that
Glasgow Town Council, “which has already
done so much for municipal government,” is
considering the question of Land Values.

Taxing Bicycles.

Chieago proposes, says the Clovoland Recorder,
a tax of a dollar a year on bicyeles for the |
purpose of raisine a fund to imln'n\:-llu- streets, '
A similar proposition was made in Cleveland |
‘\” Hl]"h }:r‘nlun:&ilinn}; .\;]1[”::\1
be summarily condemned.

Two classes of people are eager to tax vehicles
for strect
those who do not
things,
and from that they thoughtlessly argue that the

One elass consists of

the surface of |
They see that vehicles use the streets,

maintenance
think below

owners of vehicles ought to pay for repairing
streete,  The other alass consists of Iwc'u]h]:l who |
do think below the surface, but who use their |
intelleet for the purpose of making others pay |
what Hu-_\‘ owe, These in:m1:]v. who are in
terested in real estate valve, understand clearly

the use of street, the owners of .'Lrll']:u-unt, real
estate alone are pecaniarily profited by good
streets,  They reatise, therefore, that real estate |
owners, and not vehicle owners, should keep up |
the streets,  Buat in their sellish greed they
avail themselves of the thoughtlessness of the
first elass to shift their own just burdens to

| other shoulders, |

The (quest jon is a very Silnlr[t! one.  If there |
were no street in the city, it is truoe enough
that vehicle users would he unable to ride|
through the city; but it is also true that in
those circumstances land would he worth but
little if any more than agricaltural

While vehicle owners wou'd he deprived of

Ilric'l'!-:. |

street accommodation, real estate owners wonld t
be deprived of eash. And in this deprivation
the real estate owners would sullfer most,  For
the vehicle owners eould remove their vehieles
to a city where there were streets, whereas the
real estate owners could not remaove their lnnd,
Similarly of repaiving and improving the streets,
Good streets are o comfort to the owners of
vehicles, but to the owners of real estate they
are more than a comfort—they are Flr'“““llrll.'.
[mproving the streets of a city does not add a
dollar to the value of vehicles; but it does add
many doilars to the value of lots,

The real estate owners, therefore, and not
vehicle owners, should both build and repair as
well as improve the streets of the eity,  To
impose those burdens upon the owners of
bicycles is to make them pay twice for the same |
thing. It is to tax them first for the street
repairing fund, and then to enable real estate

| the vested rights of the land robbers !

| they deserved to he.

owners to tax them a second time in higher
rents for the privilege of living in a eity of good
streets.

The bieycle owner, if bicyeles were taxed as
proposed in Chicago, would at the end of a few
vears not only have lost his bicycle, through
wenr and tear, but he would have paid, in
acldition to the original price of the wheel, as

Uinany dollars in taxes as it had lasted him years,

The lot owner, on the other hand, would at the
end of the same time not only have his lot in
cood repair, but as a result of the bicyele tax
expended in street improvements he would be

[able to sell his lot for a higher price than ever,

To tax bieycles, then, would confiscate the
money of bicyele owners to give 1t to lot owners.
Such a proposition eannot be defended except
by thedishonest and the thoughtless,

Notes on NMen and Things.

nYy T. BCANLON,

The Single Tax cause has made very little
progress in Liverpool yet. Tt is I suppose due
to national characteristics mainly,  The Single
Tax is a logieal doctrine, and rvequires Jogieal
people to understand it.  That is why the
Glasgow people have taken it up and the Liver
pool people have not. It as, | suppose, some

| consolation to Seotehmen to know that if they
P eannot see n .Ir"l\'-' ths-_\' cile see all argument a

long way off.

I read of a case the other lL'l_\' in a ]m]lllnl‘l

paper where a watan ('.'lr'llillli_',‘ geven
shillines o week allowed her child to starve to
death rather than apply for relicf to the
authorities, It torned ont that she paid three
shillings per week for rent, and two shillings to
a woman who “looked afrer” the ir:lh_\'. |i\irl:‘
ot the remaining two shillings herself,  Soch
is life in “the largest aond richest ity in the
workll,”  To such depths of misery, immorality,

poor

and erime is humanity driven by that economie
monster, Landlordisim !

We are great respecters of artificial riehts,
The arvtiticial right of the landlord to the land
and all it contains goes before the natural vight
of wan sanctioned by the Almighty,  We are
froquently  met with by the
apponents of the Single Tax, “Would it be just
to deprive the landlord class of the advantages
Thl'l\' |]:|\'1' i‘Il_jn_'\'i'i] l‘l:l‘ centuries Illl:ll'l' {'I&-} ]':II'O-
tection of govermment, in order to benetit the
27 The sufferings of hundreds of
thousands of starving people are hut as nothing

this question

working man

compared with the sacrilege of interfering with
![\I\V
much longer this slavish idolatry will prevent
people from vecovering their own POssessions
gonidness only knows,

Really, Napoleon was not far wrong in saying
that no ;rl'n[l]i'- ever were worse governed than
Just take the case of a
lord who owns half a large town, and skims
every year the whole cream oft its industry in
the shape of ground vents, royalties, tolls, ete,,
reducing the population to a bare subsistence
levell OFf how many tervitorial magnates can
this not be said T And yet, look at the news-
paper comments, and the remarks of the loecal
syeophants, whenever one of  these  exalted
show himself to the
prople. 10 was extremely gracions of Lord
So-and-so to patronise the opening of the New
Home for Lost Dogs on Saturday night, and is
‘I‘.Ii.\‘ one maore i||“':l\l!'i' “f 'li."i |U|'l]5|][p?5 k'i.l”]ly
interest in the town and its inhabitants,”  As
long as }n'lapli- talk like ”liﬁ'] what im]n: is there
for them?

beings  condlescends 1o

The
|r'vl:tr|:|,
gricvances shonld cense,

of York are in
told  that Irish
Poverty and discontent
are, it appears, something  like  the disease
known ns |\:in_-_rl':\ [vil, which was .l;umm:-\r{] to
vanish at the toneh of a King. One would
think from reading the daily pnpers that all
the Trish people wanted was a little real live
royalty now and again to soothe and pacify
And yet England, which enjoys a
plentiful dose of royalty all the year round, has
grievances of her own notwithstanding,

Duchess
Wil

and
oW

Dulke

.‘I.II’.! are

Lhican,

READ THE APPEAL TO LAND REFORMERS.

|
|




6

THE SINGLE TAX.

SEPTEMBER, 1897.

The Penrhyn Quarry dispute is settled for
the present, so the newspapers say. It may be
settled as far as the master and men are con-
cerned, but there are wider issues arising out of
it which are still pending. In this country a
great many so ealled “rights” ame tolerated so
long as they are not pushed to the last extremity
when their gennineness would be ealled in
question.  Lord Pearhyn has gone dangerously
near this point, by insisting upon locking up
the treasures of the earth for several months
and bringing hundreds of families to destitution.
He has shown the country what one obstinate
man can do whenever he feels disposed, and it
is for the country to say how long one obstinate
man can be permitted to wield such a power.,

Duty, not Self Interest,
the Power.

And T am firmly convineed, as T have already
said, that to effect any great social improvement,
it is sympathy rather than self interest, the
sense of duty rather than the desire for self-
advancement, that must be uppe;tlcd to. Envy
is akin to admiration, and it 1s the admiration
that the rich and powerful excite which secures
the perpetuation of aristocracies. Where ten-
penny Jack looks with contempt upon ninepenny
Joe, the social injustice which makes the masses
of the people hewers of wood and drawers of
water for a privileged few, has the strongest
bulwarks, Itv is told of a certain Florentine
agitator that when he had received a new pair
of boots, he concluded that all popular grievances
were satisfiecd,  How often do we see this story
llustrated anew in workingmen’s movements
and trade union struggles? This is the weakness
of all movements that appeal only to self-
interest,

As Others See Us.
BY T. SCANLAN.

The following series of letters have appeared
in one of the great daily papers published in
the Moon, under the heading of “Special
Correspondence from the Earth” — As the
letters relate mainly to economic subjects, they
are here reproduced for the benetit of

readers of the Siugle 7ax, in the hope that

they will assist them “to sec themselves as

others see them.”
London, 21st June, 1897,
Conformably to my promise, I now furnish

'you with the first instalment of my corres-

pondence  rsspecting  the  production and
di<tribution of wealth on this planet. T chose

London, the capital of England, as the centre |
lof my observation, as it is the largest city on |

the earth, and the centre of all commerce; so

| that its commercial, economic, and industrial

character may be said to be fairly representative
of the rest of the world. At the time T write,

the people are in a state of ecstacy over the |

jubilee of their monarch, an old lady of some
seventy-seven winters, so that their commercial

| character, as a nation of shopkeepers, is for the

moment obscured ; consequently I have to look
heneath the surface for the information I
require.  Without any jubilee at all, however,
there iz no doubt that the English are a
wonderfully husy people ; ever hurrying to and
fro like ants, seraping, boring, building, and
tampering  with the earth’s surface, leaving
nothing as it is, and stamping everything they

And as man is so constituted that it is utterly
impossible for him to attain happiness save by
secking the happiness of others, so does it seem
to be of the nature of things that individuals
and classes can oblain their own just rights
only by strugeling for the rights of others.  To
illustrate : When workmen in any trade form
a trade union, they gain, by subordinating the
individual interests of each to the conmen
interests of all, the power of making better
terms with employers.  But this power goes
only a little way when the combination of the
trade union is met and checked by the pressare
for employment of those outside its limits, No
combination of workmen can raise their own
wages much above the level of ordinary wages.
The attempt to do so is like the attempt to bail
out a boat without stopping up the seams,  For
this reason it is necessary, if workmen would
accomplish anything real and permanent for
themselves, not merely that each trade should

seek the common interests of all trades, but

that skilled workmen should address themselves

to those general measures which will improve

the condition of unskilled workmen. Those
who are most to be considered, those for whose
help the struggle must be made, if labour is to
be enfranchised and soeial justice won, are those
least able to help or struggle for themselves,
those who have no advantage of property or
skill or intelligence—the men and women who
are at the very bottom of the social scale. In
securing the equal rights of these we shall
secure the equal rights of all.

Henece it is, as Mazzini said, that it is around
the standard of duty rather than around the

standard of self-interest that men must rally to |

win the rights of man. And herein may we
see the deep philosophy of Him who bade men
love their neighbours as themselves.

Tn that spirit, ard in no other, is the answer
to solve social problems and carry civilisation
onward.—Henry George in “ Social Problems.

Mark Twain, according to the writer of “a
character sketeh ™ in the new number of  The
Review of Reviews,” thinks himself very Jucky
if he gets two good laughs a mouth.
one story which amused him—There was once
a contest between a Chieago liar and a St
Louis liar. Tt was won by the St. Louis man,
who began by saying, “ there was once upon a
time a gentlemen in St. Louis——" whereupon
the Chicago man gave up and declared that no
one could possibly tell a greater lie than that.

Here is |

engines crossing and re-crossing their country
in every direction, dragging after them long
trains of wageons filled with people ; one sees
round the const their myriads of hoats, big and
little, busy on their respective errands to
distant waters carrying goods or human freight.
It makes one long to form an acquaintance with
such a people, and T can assure you 1 lost no
time in so doing  The first thing T did after
alighting and partaking of the necessary refresh-
ments and rest, was to put myself in touch with
an intellizent native, whom T met in one of the
public parks, smoking a pipe and watching
some athletic games,

“You are a wonderful people,” said T, “you
appear to know everything —in short, you are a
nation of mwagicians, for the powers of nature
seem to be but wax in your hands.  Tell we,
for T am a stranger from a far-off land, tell me
why it is that such a skilful people as you work
so hard 7 Or is it recreation that prompts you
| to be so busy as you are?”

The native shook his head, and said: My
good friend, no man works in England who can
| help it. The reason why our people work 1s

simply to make a living.”

The reply staggered me. “Why,” said T,
| “in a country where steam ploughs your soil,
earries your burdens, grinds your corn, and
condescends to do all your menial errands, your
lives ought to be mere sport. How then can
| a living” be so difficult to make?”
| “[ can only say,” replied the native, *that
lit is extremely hard to make a living in this
| country, and as far as steam and electricity and
such things are concerned, why, they only make
it harder.  Steam and electricity are powers of
nature, and in my opinion they ought to keep
their place and compete only with powers of
nature, and not with human beings. Steam
and electricity haven't got any wives and
families to keep, and we working chaps have,
and if they didn’t grind our corn, as you say,
there might be more corn for us to grind, and
more to eat, too, perhaps: that’s what [ think.”

¢ My good friend,” said I, * you astonish me.

Tnventions surely were sent into the world to |

henetit mankind, By what strange process
have they become perverted to such wicked
uses as to prevent men from earning a living?
| T don't quite see why the doing away with work
is an evil when, by machinery, you can produce
wealth without work.”

& 8ir,” said my friend, “1 can see you ure a
stranger, aud one whose education has been
much neglected, otherwise you would see the

the |

touch with the hall-mark of their dogged
perseverance and skill.

Looking down upon their country from
the height of a couple of miles, one
sees  on  every side little  black clouds
of smoke issuing from their factories and
foundries ; one hears the roaring of their

J connection between work and bread. The fact
Jis, sir, that according to one of our great
| economists, John Stuart Mill, all the machinery
| in the world has hardly lessened the labour of
a single human being, and it is to-day harder
for me to make my living than it was for Adam
in the days when he had no spade to dig his
garden.”

“You have told me that machinery is an
evil, but you do not explain why or how it
| becomes an evil,” said I, looking him straight
in the face.

“ Well,” said he, after a pause, ““it’s a difficult
| matter to explain, but I'll endeavour to give
you an idea. You see, Sir, if everybody owned
their own machinery for doing their work it
would save them a lot of labour and enable
them to get their living just as well as before.
| But one man owns the machinery, and a
thousand otliers work it, and they work as hard
as if there was no machinery at all. Land,
machinery, and capital are all in the hands of a
few favoured individuals, and any increase or
improvement in either of them would only
| make these few individuals richer, while it
would make us common folk poorer, or at
least no better off.”

In a further conversation with this stranger
I learnt several interesting facts which threw a
| lurid light upon the civilisation of this strange

people. It appears that, roughly speaking. the
people here consist of two classes—those who

orwen and those who are owned. According to
the fiction of the law only property can be
owned, and the silly people don’t know that
whoever owns the property must own them as
well. Indeed [ had a very apt illustration of
this. While T was talking to my friend, a
crowd of jubilising tailors’ slaves marched
down the park singing “ Britons never thall be
slaves.” Nobody laughed at them. Nobody
accused them of blasphemy. They were serious,
and the people around them were serious too,
People here think that because they are not
chained and marked and numbered, they are
free men: they cannot see that hunger and
want bind them more effectively to their posts
than the strongest links of iron ecan do.
However, 1 sec it reported that in a spot

called  Zanzibar, slavery has lately been
abolished. Who knows but Eungland will yet

follow suit?

The distinction between the owned and the
owing classes is really startling. There is
hardly anything in common between them
beyond the body and soul with which Nature
equally endowed them. The former are only
kept in such numbers as the latter require, or
can find work for; they are spoken of con-
veniently as ‘“hands,” instead of saying T
| employ fifty men.” They say “I employ fifty
hands,” because the hands are the only organs
which have a commercial value; if they have
heads and hearts and stomachs that is no
concern of the employers, who could employ
men without these encumbrances, if any such
could be had in the market.

| The Portsmouth Trades’ Council
Demands the Taxation of
Land Values.

The annual demonstration of the Portsmouth
Trades’ and Labour Council was held on Saturday
last. Some twenty societies marched in pro-
cession, with bands and banners, round the
town, and a mass meeting was afterwards held
{ on a piece of vacant Government land opposite
the Evening News oftice, from the balcony of
which the various speakers addressed the
gathering.

Mr. R. Gould occupied the chair, and a
resolution urging all non-unionists to join the
movement was first passed on the motion of
Mr. R. Brewer (organiser of the General
Labourers’ Union), seconded by Mr. Baker
(of the Genera! Horsemen and Carmen’s Union),
and supported by Alderman H. R. Taylor, L.C.C.
| (Operative Bricklayers).

LAND AND LABOUR.

Mr. J. H. M‘Guigan (Shipwrights’ Associa-
tion) then moved the following resolution, which
was seconded by Mr, White and supported by
Mr. James Macdonald (of the Amalgamated
Tailors and secretary of the London Trades’
Council), and carried unanimously amid loud
applause:—

Our Natural Storehouse, the Lan_d, is Locked.
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That we, the members of the several Trades’ and
Labour Unions of Portsmouth and district in joint
public meeting assembled hold that—

1. All men have a common right to life, and that as
the land is the only source from which material to
suatain man's life can be procured, it should e treated
as the common heritage of the whole people,

2, We condemn most iniguitous  the present
system of tenure which, permitting a small number of
}::cnph_’. to monopolise the land without compensating
those who are excluded, divorces land and labour,
overcrowds our cities, creates an army of unemployed,
and reduces wages to a minimum.,

3. As an instalment of justive, and a tirst and most
ey step to improve the condition of labour, we
1 that all rates and taxes be removed f

ias

from
production and trade, and imposed on the value of land
independent of improvements,

The tone of the meeting is best shown by
Mr. M'Guigan’s speech, in the course of which
he was frequently applauded, He said that the
poliey of strike had often been forced upon the
workers whether they liked it or no.  He con-
sidered, however, that the policy of strike could
not touch many of the evils from which they
suffered. It could not touch the unemployed
question, and even as a wmeans of securing
higher wages and improving the conditions of
labour, it was too costly and caused an incaleul-
able amount of suffering in the ranks of labour.
And, worse still, it was becoming more and
more inetlicient.
in which Lord Penrhyn had for the past eight
months defied, not only the Bethesda quarrymen,

Take for example the manner |

but all the forces the trades’ unions of the

country could bring to bear. It was time that
a more progressive method of dealing with
MEN OF THE PENRHYN CLASS

should be adopted. Lord Penrhyn’s position
challenged not only the right of com-
bination, but the right to live, And
they, as trade unionists, must either endorse
Lord Penrhyn's claim to do as he pleased
with his land and exclude from it whom he
pleased —a principle which, if carried to its
logical conclusion, meant that the few land
owners had the right to exclude from their land,
and therefore to starve, the millions of the
workers—or they must endorse the common
right of all to the land as asserted by the
resolution he had just moved. The Taxation of
TLand Values would soon bring men like Lord
Penrhyn to their bearings. They could not get
what they wanted all at once, but they should
demand as large an instalment as possible. A

tax of even 4s. in the £ on land values would |

not only relieve the workers of the present
heavy taxes on the necessaries of life, but would
allow of other improvements, and would
effectually prevent men like Lord Penrhyn
from excluding the workers from the soil, their
only means of subsistence,

Bella;l&’-s Wooden Men.

Tarer, in reply to a correspondent, “to

Bellamy’s new book, because it brings to the | its brood of errors
front the socialistic fallacy that there is a social | }):t;_leugi e lea

) | latter be idealised, to the unthinking, in an
I't would appear a '

value or unearned increment attaching to
other things besides land.
hopeless task to pin Socialists down to serious
argument on this vital point, which
denotes the lines between those who would
socialise private property and the class who
~ould not, but it is one which must be repeated

the air we breathe.  What, then, becomes of
the ‘unearned inerement ’ attaching to wealth?
“The vital and persistent difference in nature |
between land —the source of wealth—and the
multiplicity of things we take from that souree, |
is plain  that mno abstract reasoning 1s |
necessary to see it.  Conecrete examples may be |
seon on every hand.  Wherever competition is
free, capital in every form is steadily iner wed
and cheapened to meet the growing demands of |
the people. Tt is not now aind never has been ;
cornered ; never has been used as an instrument |

50

of nppl‘t\esinn, cacept when assocteted with
nionapoly privilege, A little reflection will |
show that the laws of the universe unite to |
prevent monopoly of the *social organism’ 80|
far as it consists of capital  From the moment
capital is brought forth it begins to disintegrate
and return to its oricinal elements ; it must be
frequently  replaced by the labour of man.
And this frequency is accelerated by each new

advance in  science. The constant march
of invention and improvement even under
our monopoly system  of land, tarifls, and

patents of tln-ll.‘l}'_. embarrasses those who seck |
to corner machinery.  Make it impossible for
capitalists to corner the source of wealth, and |
how impotent they would he to get
advantage over competitors by which to despoil
the people.

“ Tutil learn distinguish
between the storehonse of wealth and wealth
itself, between the life and death power implied

wn

Socialists to

'llv\' the uwlwr.\‘hip of one and the ‘,']]ll(’l]]l‘l';t]

character of the other, they will be in the
position of the child wrestling with fractions
who has not yet mastered addition or
multiplication table. Tt will be a hit or niss

eame all through ; thi»)‘ will not be eertain of

! their conclusions because they have not tested

the foundation.

“Bellamy is not an cconomist ; he is a mere
spinner of entertaining yarns, the plans  of |
which are impossible of application, heeause not |
in unison with the nature of things. He has
not even interpreted aright the law of co-opera
tion, for co-operation needs no central authority
—no government-——to guide or give it vigor.
Men will co-operate in spite of government; all
that they ask of government is that it secure
to them equal opportunity to apply their labour
to the bounties of nature, and then the natural
law of distribution will do more for the indi-
vidual than any governmental scheme invented
by man,

“It is idle to think of harmony between
Socialists and Single Taxers.  As well talk of
]HL]'“UH .‘\i”g }_lt'(}t{‘('ti\.'(‘, till‘lﬂ‘.‘w‘ Flllfl fl‘l’l'. t.r‘:l(ll'.

| Those who comprehend the central truth of the
| Bingle Tax philosophy and its principal cor-

clearly |

and emphasised for the sake of that large |
number of truth seekers, who, unlike State !

Socialists, have not reached the fossilised stage,

“The ‘social machinery,” exclusive of land,
to which Bellamy refers; is nothing wore nor
less than wealth, and is susceptible to infinite

change and increase in quantity. It is
monopolised to-day in some instances, and

because the source from which all
drawn is cornered, These are two facts which
Bellamyites stubbornly decline to take into
consideration, probahly because their admission
is fatal to the socialistic theory.

“Ordinary people also recognise that the
surface of the earth is limited, and that the
consequent effect of population upon any part

of its area is to increase its value, whereas the |

same growth of population has a
people take from the land and which they call
wealth
the “social organism’ of the Socialist included.
Under conditions of real competition and equal
opportunity to get at the earth, the social
organism is no more liable to monopoly than

| remembrance of the enthus

“We give space,” says the National Single | rollaries can easily predict that Henry Georg

. . | demonstrations
ii.pp:\l‘eutly made an instrument of tyranny, |

wealth 1s |

[ many changes have taken place,

directly |
opposite effect u the thi ‘hi 3
PP ' pon ot Ings w hich ~ the in itself a sutlicient reward for their trouble and full

This is true of all forms of wealth, |

forthcoming book will, if possible, take firmer
ground than ever against State Socialism and
T'here can be no compromise
freedom and tyranny, even if the

alluring story of wooden men.
Letters to the Editor.

Where are we now?
(1o the Editor of the Suigle T ).

Dear Sik, It is now a considerable number of years
since L first began to take an interest in the Land
and the incidence of taxation gencrally
en I look back to the glowing vears of 'S4 and "85, it
is alwayvs with a fee exhilaration at  the
s, devotion, and self-
sacrifice that was there exhibited in‘\' RO MmNy devated
Seotchmen  during  that  period, These  glowing
were no doubt attribatable to the

g of

natural enthusiasm of a great body of men who had |
just had revealed to them one of the greatest traths |

that men can know and cherish, viz.: -the equal right
of all to the use of natural elements,  Since those days
Many of the brave

solidiers who then raised the s
opportunity,” have fallen in the fight.,  Many of the
younger men have done and are doing good work all
over the country on the Land Question.  In the year
1883 the Single Taxers fought the Liberal Party for all
t|1<"_\' were worth,  Natur: !_\', T.]u‘l\' wenre JIIlIIlE‘['Il"LH‘\'
defeated, but the splendid andiences their speakers
had, and the spontancous response of those immense
audiences to the doctrines of the Single Taxers, was

of promise for the future

Since then we have left off the policy of “lurstiag the
Liberal Party,” and adopted the more reaso
insidious policy of ** permeation.™ ngle Tas
by the natural force and reasonableness of their ideas,
captured the great bulk of intelligent Liberals, —that is

| amongst the f’ollo\\'er&, and a few-—a very few —M.P.’s

| ave just a little bit enthusi

| Edinlmrgh
| English societies are to he ineluded, then perhaps

the |

; | itself to the already converted,

andard of ** equality of

stic on the subject, but the
wid the menwho control the
arty generally ave openly or secretly bitterly opposed
to any unholy laving of hands on the Sacred Ark of
Landlordism.  So that to use the language of an able
English  weekly—* British Liberalism covers hefore
landlordism as before ommipotence.”  The position the

great bulk of Liberal M P

| Single Taxers have to face today is that of after

having  cducated the bullk of the followers of the
Liberal Party, the fiaders openly ignore the guestion
or burk the discussion of it on the IH'[}JH(! }Jl;lL!-m'lll&
This being the position of afluirs at present, I would

| earnestly sucgest that a conference of all elasses of

D ealled lr--_tvllll'r' at some n'vntl';Ll Uil}‘.
be  limited to Scotlaund, then
be the best place; but af the

Land reform
If the conference
would

| Carlisle or Liverpool would be more suitable, I trust
Ningle Taxers will give this ter their earnest
consideration, as at present, when a scetion of Liberal
forwards are g dissatisfaction with the old
| policy and ds, amd are cryving ont for a new
programmie, i wes Single Taxers in particular and
land reforn cenerally to give them o programme

that, whilst in harmony with the spirit of justice, will
also work along the lines of least resistance.  With
Lot ]'l'r{:L]'i]h. 1w, yours I'l'.-lm'n;l]]_\‘

J. S JaoEsos.

Glasgow Parliament and the

Single Taxers.
fFo the Editor of the Single Tax ).
Stk Mav T be allowed, through the columns of
your valuable paper, to draw the attention of your
| readers to the elaims of the Glasgow Parlivmentary
Debating Association,  This useful society has just
completed  twentyv-one  years  of it work, The
As=ociation has had a record of useful history, having
been the training sehool of so nany }ml\lip men, who
owe their fhie and power, as speakers, largely to
aini they  received  as members of  this
The debates are conducted on the lines
of the House of Commons, Thongh principally of a
| political nature, they also include social aned ccononiie
| questions, so that no one who attends them ean fail to
| et into il nfr!mllnllﬂ‘\' to dizeuss all
| problems dealing with the welfare of the people of
this countryve  To young men who are interested in
the Land Question, the incidence of taxation, and
social problems generally, 1] wiation atfords them
an opportunity of expre their opinions on these
ubjects bhefore an interested audience. . New members
are especially welcome, and every facility is given
them for acquiring that flueney of speech and that
contidl in debate which  practice in such an
association alone can give,  The opening debate will
take place on Thursday, THth October, at 7.45 pom,
in the Luge hall of the Christian Institute, and e ;
Thursday thereafter throughout the session,  Annual
suhseription is reduced to the moderate sum of Js, per
| session, T hope to see a large body of Single Taxers
| seated in the cross benclies this session, ('1111;:;!11!1;_: both
| political parties on the great principles of land and
taxation reform. -~ Yours very truly,
| Tus Mace,

an ansight

ce

(1o the Editor Qf‘h‘:r -5‘!‘”1!"’& T ).
| Sk, Notwit hstanding the splendid work e Siugle
| Tawr has done, hoth as an education to the ignorant
| and an inspivation to those who know the teath as it
and Poverty,” yvet few, I think, will
act that the paLper very L ;_'l!l_\' addresses
This, of course, is
papers besides The Single Tar.,
ated recently that Phe Clavion was read

| isin a Progr
iqm'ﬁ'lu:n the

| the case in
| “Nunguam ™ 5

neny

|tmi}' by Socialists. My object in writing you is to
| suggest a ticld of Lwger effort, whereby Single Taxers
and Land reformers generally might use their know-
ledge wl talent for the propagation of the great idea
| of equality of opportunity. My proposal is no new
lone s it s siinply the old one of elucation and
| inspiration by personal contact, [ am sure there are
la numbers of young men who would gladly take
part in a CGiranl Lecture Scheme, which, I feel, if

properly promoted, would do tmmense service to the
of lamd reform. There are at present a large
of people even in Scotland who never hear of or

sce The Sitngle Tawe. These people conld be got at
more rewdily by means of lectures and debates, T
propose that an extensive list of

| would, therefore,
cetures wul del

iles e u-lnplf--ll. |rri|1l---1 il Iur.-il(:cl
| to every political club (no matter what colour),
Socli body, Hiterary society, &e., over Seotland and
the North of Eogland - the lectures, of course, being
free, with the exception of railway fare and a night's
lodsing where the distance was great I feel sur R
that if a list of the kind I suggest was compiled and
drenlated, it would result in ssion to the
ranks of Single Taxers, an Inerease in the popularity
| and civenlation of the Siugle T, and a hastening of
| the time we all desire,
SWhen wealth no more shall vest in mounded heaps,
But. smit with freer light, shall slowly melt
In many streans to fatten lower lunds
Through all the seasons of the golden yewr”
Yours faithfully,

i lwll"__‘\l: HEHE

GrasT,

CaLen

The Case for New South Wales.

Mr. John Hindle, a prominent merchant of
Sydney, New South Wales, and an ex-M.P,
recently visiting San Francisco, was interviewed
| hy a r(:pr(es(_‘.n'(,:l.li\'l’: of the Sun Francisco Call,
_! He was asked, * Are the industrial conditions in
| New South Wales perceptibly better now than
| they were a year or two years ago?”

The Single Tax is the Key to Open it.
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To which he replied, * Yes, they are decidedly
better and constantly improving. Legitimate
business of all kinds is more active, money
circulates more freely, collections are easier,
wages are hicher, and there are few, if any,
involuntary idle workers. Those who do not
tind satisfactory employment in the cities can
have recourse to the land, since the grip of the
landlord has been slightly loosened.  This tax
on land values is producing good results, not

|
without abstract reasoning.”
Swun, no friendly eritie, said of it:—*There is
not a dull page in the book, nor is there a
paragraph but will compel attention.”  Tts
twenty-two chapters are S0 many cameos
presenting vivid reliefs of what is of social
wrong, and of what would be as a result of
social right.
FLAYED THE

DUKE OF ARGYLE.

only directly but indirectly.”

“The feeling among owners of large tracts |
and valuable ground in the cities is that the
penny-a-pound tax means a great deal more
than that.  They regard it as an entering
wedge destined to split the monopoly log.
They readily foresee that as the first step
toward raising public revenue from land values
has been taken, it will inevitably be followed
by other and longer strides until the Single
Tax system in its entirety is veached.  Hence
their engerness to either relingqu sh or improve
their real estate holdings,  Thus it will appear
that the Single Tax in our country is producing
good results in advance of its coming.”

numerous 7

“They are very numerous, though com
paratively few who helieve in the principle are
known as Single Taxers,  Thousands are such
without really knowing it themselves.  The
idea is in their heads and it dominates their
So that no matter what ti:t’_y eall
themselves or think they are, they are practi

“Are the Single Taxers in your t'-illilltl"\_,"‘

actlons,

enlly with us, and the reform goes on withi

irvesistible foree toward the goal of complete
industrial frecdom.”

Books by He
INTERESTING

nry George.
REVIEW OF THE MANTER-

PIECES AT THE FOUNDATION OF TIHE
SINGLE TAX MOVEMENT.

BY JAMES T. BARNARD.
Henry George is not an originator. e

disclaims the title.  “The man who points to a
star does not in that act ereate it. To reeall
long forgotten truth is not toinvent it.  What-
ever there is true in my writings is not new.”
1n some such words does Henry George define
his status.  And yet, his first great

work,

“ Progress and Poverty,” more studied than any |

book exeept the Bible, and already a classic,

has ereated a distinet school of economies fa.r|

in advance of the best of its predecessors,
When Louis 1. Post, Henry George's first

openly declared disciple on the Atlantic const, |

was asked to prepare a compendium of ¢ Pro-
gress and Poverty,” he said : A comprehensivs
summary of that work is impossible ; it is itsclf
a condensation.” A volume of five hundred
pages, admitting of mo satisfactory digest,
assailing  cconomic  fallacies  usually  deemed
axioms, 15 a book to be studied, not merely
read.  Irom the ranks of the **once™ readers
are drawn most of llenry George's critics;
failing fully to c-mn}n'vlu-ml it, they also fail to
see that their superficial objections have all
been anticipated and answered in the book
itself. .\ less charitable estimate of
critics  exonerate ithem from  ignorance but
accuses them of mih‘t‘t‘}H‘(‘Hl'ntul-il)li.

Although  Progress and Poverty ¥ is a book
involving careful reading and much study, its
great aim may almost be summed up in oa
sentence—The value of land being solely a
public creation, it is therefore public property
and the sole rightful source of public revenue.
PO WHOM “ PROGRESS AND POVERTY " APPEALS,

To the comfortably circumstanced and selfish,
« Progress and Povery 7 is dry veading,  To the
righteously discontented, cither with their own

lot or with that of their unhappy fellow bieings, |

it is musical ag a *lark’s note in the dawn”
Hope dispels despondency with those who have
learned the lesson it teaches. To such students
the current political economy is a valley of dry

bones, and Godlike truth, the theme of “ Pro- |

gress and Poverty,” is the *noise and the
shaking” with which they come together and
the breath by which they are made to live.

Next in importance, perhaps, among Henry
George's earlier works is “Social Problems.”
Of this book the writer says:—-

“My endeavour has been to present the
momentous social problems of our time * ¥

some |

These two works— Progress and Poverty ”
and *“Social Problems” are the parents of a

third—“Property in Land,” a dialectic assault- |

at-arms.
chonse their weapons ; the former selecting the

:%:I.TH“)H_',[‘ warthless for defence, the latter, a |

rapier of keenest edge——both sword and shield.
The courtly peer is past master in billingszate,
the plebeian  printer a very Chesterfield in
thrust and parry.

Which was victor?

Single Tax propagandists regard as among
the most effective of their agencies © Property
in Land "—a passage-at-arms between the Duke
of Aravle and Henry George,” Tf ever land-
lordism thus uses it in defence, then ask which
was victor.  The Prophet of San Francisco -
the brochure intended to annihilate Land
Restorers —might now be placed by its author,
the Duke, among Punch’s long list of things
best left unsaid. Iis Grace is his own personal
enemy, fulfilling against himself Job's aspiration
and writing a hook.

Perhaps antedating both “Social Problems”
and “Property in Liand” was “the Land
Question,”  first  ealled  “ the  Trish  Land
Qnestion.”  The local term was dropped. for
the Trish Land Question is the universal Land
Question.  The trae basis of earthlord rights
and the source of their strength is exquisitely
unfolded in chapter vii.  “The great-great-
arandson of Captain Kidd,” an extended reply
to Herbern .‘ﬁ'pmu-('l"e-'.
asked while he was yet a sturdy lover of right
ways—* How long does it take for what was
originally a wrong to grow into a right? At
what rate per annum do invalid claims beecome
valid? 1f a title gets perfect in a thousand

years, how much more than perfect will it he
Iin two thousand years?”  Sarcasms that rend
[ their author in these, his weaker days.

memorable  gquestion,

REPLY TO TIHE POPE.
| Pope Leo’s encyclical on the © Condition of
Labour ” afforded Henry George an inestimable
| opportunity of securing a still more extended
| hearing. The “Open Letter to Pope Leo X 11 | By
was published simultaneously in four different
languages, Tt commanded, and still commands,
ous sale. Those who respect righteous-

an enorm
ness, those who recognise economics as a hranch
of ethics, prize this efforv of Henry George as
‘l}m most precious of his minor works. Like
all the rest of his productions, it is assailable
only through misrepresentation.  The Pope's
eneyclical is published in full with the open
Jetter, and the contrast between the logical
strength of the one and the amiable weakness
of the other illustrates the force of truth.

« Protection or free trade is an argument for
Single Tex from the fiscal side.  In it the
t..'l.”:'lk'_\_' of protection and the inadeguacy of
free trade “as it is in England,” are both
exposed in masterly fashion, interesting to all
I but the hide bound Leelers of both parties. Tt
| proves that the st rength of protection is earth-
lordism ; cutting this off will shear away the
strength of protection —all other means are

“new ropes, weavers' bheams and green withes.”
Toleration of earthlordism involves the per-
manence of protection. With land monopoly
rampint, protection may e scotched—never
[ killed,  Witness its revival in Englaud, where
[t is said vighty dive members of the Commons
ave openly pledged o it Twenty-tive years
agd o protectionist M. in England
little in evidence as an annexation
Canada to-day.
Hl'l'.yl'l'lli.5 HUMILIATION.

Wils

M.P.

s

in

The humilinting spectacle of Herbert Spencer’s
evasion, repudiation, recanta ion—but never
| pefutation —of his celebrated chapter ix. of
“8ocinl Staties” afforded Henry George another
splendid opportunity, and “A Perplexed Philo-
sopher 7 shows with what ability it was seized.
In Spencer’s latest work, ©J ustice,” the author
answers his own unanswerable questions, and

The New York ]

The combatants— Aristos and Demos, |

with all the elaboration of an uneasy conscience
shows how wrong may at last become right!
George's arraignment is merciless. Spencer,
never slack to (ll‘l‘l‘ll(], has in this iustance
shown remarkably indiscreet discretion.  He
relegated his defence to four or five admirers in
the United States, and now he ought to wish he
had enjoined silence on them teo.  For the sake
of Single Tax, a reply from Herbert Spencer
would be very useful. But it will never appear.
These complete the record of Henry George's
more permanent works.  There remains yet one
| to come, his chef d’wavre, it is hoped —a
systematic treatise on political economy, with
| a right to the use of the earth as a constantly
recognised postulate, and the method of pre-
serving that right in highly developed civilisa-
| tions as a chief frature of the treatment.
To Henry George has been committed
| precious truth, and faithfully has he sown them
| —on both good and barren soils.

This question of the “unearned increment,”
as it is commonly called, is rapidly coming to
the frout; and the people are begivning to
| realise that this increment in land values,
| though unearned as far as the landlords are
concerned, is created by—that is to say, earied
by—and therefore belongs to the whole com-
munity, and it should be appropriated to public
purposes. At their meeting on the 2nd inst.,
the Ilastings Town Council adopted a petition
| to Parliament in favour of the introduction of a
| measure author sing local authorities to assess
to all local and parochial rates all incomes
derived ground rents, ground values,
royalties, and wayleaves.

The Nantwich Rural District Council has
r't't‘l'nt-]y =lf.ll)|)tl-_'|| HY lll_-titiun on the same lines,
and we may mention that the London County
Council has repeatedly affirmed the principle,
while the City Councils or Town Councils of
Manchester, Bury, Birmingham, Rochdale,
Southport, West Hartlepool, and other places
in England have declared themselves in its
| favour. In Glasgow, the City Council has a
majority of 23 in favour of the local rating of
land values, and the Parliamentary Committee
is now engaged in preparing a draft Bill to
empower local bodies to rate such values. A
| petition to Parliament in its favour has been
endorsed by no less than 62 Scottish assessing
authorities, representing, it is stated, some
two-thirds of the electors. —Portsmouth Evening
News.
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