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as to how to make absentee ownership unprofitable. He says:

‘“An analysis of the amount loaned shows that only a
small proportion of the net proceeds was ostensibly obtained
for the purchase of farms.”

‘“‘In some sections the growth of tenancy has been stimu-
lated by the fact that the price of land has been higher than
the level justified by current earnings. Consequently, it
has been more profitable to rent than to buy, unless one
wished to speculate in land values. Recently there has
been a tendency for prices to increase with extreme rapidity.
There has been active, and in many respects unwholesome,
speculation which has profited mainly the real estate agents
..... The advancing price of land is especially serious in
" the case of the undeveloped regions of the country. It
constitutes an obstacle to development, for the actual
settler is compelled to assume at the outset unduly heavy
interest charges.”

Qur country is carrying a heavy cargo of dead-heads.
They occupy seats and pay no fare. By the simple process
of paying their fare, they would cease to be dead-heads.
The fiscal machinery for enforcing the payment exists.
Why is it not applied? Is it a small thing to stultify the
development of our country? What private interest has
a prior claim to our allegiance? Is this country always to
be fair game for the land gambler, the economic dead-head?
What brand of Americanism tolerates and foments this thing?

Children Hungry in a Great City

HE New York Evening Sun of January 6 had an edit-

orial appeal headed “Ragged Children’’ which reads-

in part:

**The Children's Society reports that not a day goes
by without the appearance of at least fifty ragged and
shivering children at the Society's rooms, asking for
help. ... .Colonel Ernest E. Coulter of the Society
declares that ‘thousands of children in New York
today need warm clothes and shoes.’”

And the editorial urges a generous response to the plea
of the Society for shoes and clothing for these thousands
of unfortunate children.

We hope the response will be generous, even though we
realize, as the Evening Sun does not, the futility of trying
to fill the maw of Poverty with a few old clothes. It is
a terrible thing to be cold and ragged—and likely enough
hungry, too. Reformers who would go deeper than mere
charity and remove the causes of raggedness and hunger,
feel far more deeply than charity-urging editors for the
sufferings of these poor children. That is why we are re-
formers—because, like Henry George, the poverty and misery
we see around us will not let us rest.

And at least these children have done nothing to deserve
their rags and shivers (at least not in this world, which is
at present the fact with which we are concerned). We leave
for our theosophical friends, and the professors of economics,
the discussion of the abstruse questions of the probability

of errors in former incarnations being responsible for the
plight of these children. Not that professors of economics
fall back on theories of re-incarnation to explain poverty;
we recommend them, however, as much more sensible than
the usual professorial explanations of the causes and con-
tinuance of poverty.

“‘Thousands of children” in need of warm clothes and

shoes. One would hardly believe it, were it not ‘“in the
paper.” For hasn't prohibition been in effect since July
first? The working classes are no longer able to spend their

money for rum, and surely ought to have an ample surplus
for their children’s needs.

And wages—why wages are sky-high; and the columns
of the daily press and the editorial pages of the Evening Sun
are full of wails from the oppressed employers who are
facing dire poverty as a result of the heartless demands of
labor.

Can it be, that these thousands of children are from the
families of the employers? children of bankers perhaps,
or of landlords whose rents have been sadly cut into by
the high cost of automobiles?

That the inability of the parents of these children to
clothe them properly, may be due to the fact that prices
are going up in the elevator while wages climb the stairs,
and that the rents the workers must pay for the privilege
of living in New York have been doubled the past year—
these are vagaries of disordered minds, liable to subject thoge
who entertain them to deportation or exclusion from the
New York legislature!

The End of An Experiment

HE death of the Public marks the end of an experiment.

That experiment was the attempt to advance the
Single Tax by advocating a number of things in which the
Democratic Party was primarily interested, in the hope of
getting that party to take up our issues. Many of the things
advocated were opposed to the Single Tax. _

The Public, supported by Single Tax money, was engaged
in bringing to others than Single Taxers a mass of miscella-
neous reading matter for which they were not willing to pay
themselves. The experiment was a costly one.

Yet we cannot but regret its passing. The Public was at
least a glorious tradition. There were times in the past
when it served the cause valiantly. It might have con-
tinued to do so. But failing to sense the new spirit and
committed to the falling fortunes of the administration,
its friends were finally alienated and its support dwindled.
The paper founded by Louis Post, with its long and honor-
able career, has now ceased to exist.

To say that capital is the result of abstinence is about as

true as to say that life is the result of not destroying oneself.

—FRrancis MINToN, MLA.

PoVERTY takes away so many means of doing good , and

produces so much inability to resist evil, both natural and
moral, that it is by all virtuous means to be avoided.

—DR. JOHNSON.



