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We acknowledge receipt of an article re-
printed for private circulation from the Jour-
nal of Political Economy by Prof. Harry
Gunnison Brown, of the University of Mis-
souri, and entitled * The Ethics of Land Value
Taxation;" “The Possibilitiesand Limitations
of Special Taxation of Land,” by Arthur
N. Young, of Princeton, author of * The Single
Tax Movement,” and “Pax Economica,”
a work of 100 pages, by Henri Lambert, who
is a Belgian economist of European fame,
now a visitor in this country.

The two first named pamphlets will receive
adequate attention in our next issue.

ON OcTOBER 6 the Scottish National Con-
ference to Promote the Taxation of Land
Values will be held in Edinburgh. Mr. H. S.
Murray will be chairman and among the
speakers will be Chas. E. Price, M.P, R. L.
Outhwai e M.P., ]J. Dundas White, M.P.,
and P. Wilson Raffan, M.P. Local trades
councils and co-operative societies will be
represented. The conference is of special
importance in view of the pressing problems
that will follow the close of the war, the at-
tacks upon free trade and the attempts that
have been made to halt the work of national
land valuation.

THE Periscope, a little monthly journal
of militant democracy, with Otto Cullman,
publisher and Hugh Reid, editor, makes its
appearance from Chicago. In its closely
printed four page form it contains not a little
of local and general interest.

WiLiaM TrUEMAN, of Katrine, N. Y.,
is candidate for the legislature and is inter-
esting the granges of Ulster County in the
question of taxation. Mr. Trueman will be
remembered by the veteran Single Taxers of
New York.

Progress, of Melbourne, keeps up its high
standard, its 12 pages each month being filled
with good things for the edification of the
faithful. There are few papers in the move
ment conducted with greater ability.
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PAX ECONOMICA

A timely and stimulating pamphlet, under
the above title, comes to us from the pen of
a Belgian manufacturer, of Charleroi, Mons.
Henri Lambert. Presented in perfect Eng-
lish and published by John C. Rankin Com-
pany, New York, it is accessible to our intel-
lectuals, and is well worth more than a pass-
ing glance.

For the issues raised by Mons. Lambert
are grave ones. They are, indeed, old issues
that will not give us rest, until we have solved
them.

The Protectionist policy of the majority
of the great nations is charged as being the
active, sufficient cause of the present world
disaster. ‘“The establishment of artificial
economic frontiers, is an attack, the author
says, ‘‘against natural international order
and law...... The international judicial
eaifice will crack and crumble, if not built
on the true, concrete foundation of unified
economic interests of peoples living under
the regime of the natural international law
of freedom of exchange."

The ‘' monstrous stupidity of the inter-
national situation” is painted with painful
distinctness. ‘‘The storm' he says, “is one
that never should have burst; it could have
been, and ought to have been prevented.’™
In this he does not allude to artifices and de-
vices of diplomacy as capable of holding back
and effectually dispersing the storm; for
‘“there is nothing more morally infamous
than international policy and its tool, diplo-
macy.”

“Suppose, on the contrary, that the utility
and justice of international division of labor
and exchange became recognized, and free
international co-operation practiced: the ex-
terior politics of States would immediately
become as simple, as easy, as stable and as
moral as the most healthy relations between
individuals can be, while international lying
and knavery would be rendered useless and
diplomacy lose its rasison d'etre.”

His argument may be condensed in the
statement that the only natural and just re-
lation between States is that of free exchange:
any other relation being unnatural and un.
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just, with discord and war as the inevitable
outcome. No attempt is made to mass stat-
istics and facts of history in support of the
argument. The appeal is made to pure rea-
son and the moral sense. ‘‘Peace lacks and
awaits its natural moral foundation.”

Mons. Lambert offers in outline a Treaty
of Peace, which he believes would find accept-
ance with the belligerants, and at the same
time range strong, irresistable economic
forces to ensure the permanence of that peace.
An open letter to President Wilson and a
Message to the Society of Friends and other
Christians present interesting variants of the
powerful arguments with which the work is
filled.

In presenting an economic solution fof
international antagonisms and their final out-
come, War, Mons. Lambert, who is an econo-
mist, does not ignore the ecnomic disorders
in the internal organism of all nations. He
indeed recognizes that ‘‘we cannot conceive
of true civilization as a product of poverty,”
and refers to “our terrific future social dis-
turbances.” But he considers that “it is the
international problem that is urgent.”

It seems to us that his argument would
have lost none of its force by the inclusion
of the internal economic problem which, in the
final analysis, is at the bottom of the present
universal unrest. Bernard Shaw rightly as-
serted that even more tragic than the shell-
shattered villages in the north of France were
the villages that had escaped all ravage
of war.

In our international and humanitarian
schemes, do we not too often resemble those
philosophic Greeks of old, who spun their
projects of a perfect human society, all the
while strangely impervious to the prospect
of the chain-gangs of slaves working in the
fields before them?

Justice, to which appeal has been made,
is one and indivisible. In any settlement of
this Day of Judgment, is she to be denied to
the nations in their hearths and homes? Will
she be satisfied with any concessions to inter-
national trade, while fundamental wrong in
the internal economy of the nations blights
the life of the masses and deforms our whole
social edifice?
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Russia has already shown us that this war
has brought up for solution other and deeper
problems than international trade, important
though that be. Living in justice and har-
mony at home, each nation will easier observe
just and forbearing conduct toward her neigh-
bors,

A SOUTH AMERICAN WORK IN
ECONOMICS

“THE LAND LEGISLATION OF BERNARDINO
RIVADAVIA,"' BY DR. ANDRES LAMAS

A modest little book of 166 pages, which
has just been edited under the above title by
the South American Single Tax Committee,
of Buenos Aires, is already creating an im-
pression throughout the Argentine, Uruguay
and Brazil, and must, before long, attract
the attention of North American intellectuals,
particularly those who make a special study
of economics.

The author of the work, Dr. Andrés Lamas,
is an outstanding figure in South American
history. The service he rendered democracy
in the Southern continent is not likely to be
forgotten: The Argentine lay bleeding under
the heel of the tyrant, Rosas. That dicta-
tor's ambition extended to the neighboring
Republic, Uruguay; and Montevideo was
already in desperate straits, having endured
the horrors of a seven years’ siege by land
and sea. An alliance between the Brazilian
monarchy and the Argentine tyrant had iso-
lated Uruguay from all succour and its down-
fall seemed assured.

At this critical moment in the fortunes of
South American democracy, the Minister of
Government of Uruguay entrusted Dr. Andres
Lamas with a confidential mission to Brazil.
The genius and tact of the young diplomat
succeeded in breaking the alliance between
Brazil and Rosas, an event which was imme-
diately followed by the revolt of the tyrant's
general-in-chief, Urquiza, acting in collusion
with the Uruguayan government. Thus col-
lapsed the great conspiracy against the po-
litical liberty and integrity of Latin America.
Thirty-eight years later, the Brazilian mon-
archy itself gave way to a Republican form
of government.



