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But next after them come the gullible avaricious, who
bought land, not with the intention of using it, but with
the hope of making money out of the necessities of their
fellows. These people have been holding on desperately
for five or six years, hoping against hope that their chance
to recoup themselves would come. The number of lots
which have been abandoned in Greater New York and its
vicinity, rather than pay the taxes on them, approaches
three-quarter of a million. How much lost money they
represent, one can but imagine; yet these are the very
people who would exclaim most loudly if a system were
put into effect which, by recognizing land value as the prop-
erty of the community, would stop speculation in it forever.

When Taxation _
Becomes Persecution

business man today has to take a few days off, if he.
is conscientious, to prepare his income tax returns

If he is the head of a corporation the Federal Tax Law
presents a new maze of bewildering questions which seri-
ously interferes with his efficiency as a wealth-producer
unless he can turn it over to some legal assistant.

It was not so long ago that Single Taxers were saying
nice things about the Income Tax. Of all taxes, we were
told, next to the Single Tax, the Income Tax was to be
preferred. Of course’ they were mistaken. In itself and
by reason of the machinery necessary to enforce it, it
stands alone in its obnoxious features.

The language of the New York Globe of March 13, in
an editorial entitled ** The Incomprehensible Tax, ""follows:

“Probably no less intelligent document has ever been
issued by any first-class government anywhere in the world
at any time in the history of the world than that upon
which the unhappy payer of federal income tax is required
to write down the painful history of his financial year and
by which he is expected to determine how much he owes
the United States. Let us take the distinction—a very
essential one—between net income and net taxable income.
If the tax-payer is married and has two children his net
income differs from his net taxable income by $2,400. On
this calculation may depend his liability to the surtax.
Yet the text of the return fails to make in any unmistakable
way this distinction between net and net taxable. The
truth emerges only after prolonged study. For many tax-
payers it probably never emerges. There are numerous
other pitfalls into which the conscientious taxpayer may
tumble and within which the unscrupulous may hide
himself. The road is iike an unmarked trail in a desert
of drifting sand, with a watchful government at every turn
waiting to bludgeon the careless and unwary. Itis aimless,
incoherent, illogical, and involved; it lacks unity, emphasis,
and mass; it is bigoted and prejudiced; it is a crime against
accounting and against literature. Such a document can
only be the product of a mind which loves to confuze. de-
lude, delay, and embarrass—in short, of the bureaucratic
mind with which the treasury and every other govern-

mental department is infested. As a final insult the tax-
payer is not even allowed room enough to put down his
answers; he is asked to write a three-hundred page auto-
biography in a white space barely sufficient for a ten-word
telegram.”

The following letter from a reader of the REVIEW who de-
sires to hide his identity, is of more than passing interest :

“EpIToR OF THE SINGLE TAX REVIEW: These days of
making State and Federal income tax returns ought to be
a good season for Single Tax propaganda. Many a man
of moderate income would gladly pay twice the amount
of his tax to be free of the trouble involved in making
the return, and as a matter of fact, for to not a few such
the cost of having some expert make out the return amounts
to a doubling of the tax. As to the advice so handsomely
offered by both jurisdictions, State and national, it often
involves a loss of time quite out of proportion to the value
of the service rendered. Yet again, the rival authorities
are often doubtful as to the effect of the laws, and each is
disposed to claim everything from the luckless taxpayer,
as witness my own experience.

I removed in October from one State of this Union to
another about 350 miles distant. Each State claimed my
income tax, and each Federal District demanded that 1
pay to its local collector. 1 began discussing the issue
with the several rival authorities in the first week of Jan-
uary, and had to decide for myself in favor of one of the
States when I had barely time to get my return in before
the date after which I should have incurred heavy penal-
ties had I been delinquent. I have yet to hear from the
State to which I made no return. It may put me 1n jail.

As to the two Federal Districts claiming my return, I
had a long correspondence, in the course of which the
authorities in one district exhibited exactly the kind of
dense stupidity that I had encountered in the same author-
ities before. The Collector in the other district finally
sent me a note saying that it had been authoritively
decided at Washington that men situated as I was should
pay Federal income tax in the district in which they found
themselves residing when the return was due. The result
is that I have paid State income tax in one State and Fed-
eral income tax to the local collector in another.

I have thus had to mull over three different forms of
income tax blanks, and if anything can be more compii-
cated than the Federal blank it must be that of the State
to which I made return. The other State form was sim-
plicity itself compared with the two I used, but no doubt,
if I succeed in establishing official residence in that State
the authorities by next year will have made their form as
complicated as any in the United States.

The tone of the form from the State to which I made
return is offensive enough to make a potential anarchist
out of the mildest citizen. It is inquisitorial, insulting,
menacing, and from what I hear of the evasive tricks
employed by those whose incomes incur heavy surtax, I
believe the effect of this fashion of breathing forth threat-
enings and slaughter against the taxpayer merely frightens
a timid few who would play fair anyway, incites the dodger
to more clever means of evasion, and fills with a sense of
injury, indignation and utter disgust every man of spirit.
I abstain from giving my name and address for publica-
tion, for I have a shrewd suspicion that the authorities
to whom I have not made return are malicious enough
to take revenge upon any citizen who has the temerity
to make public protest against the hectoring tone of the
taxing powers. MORE THAN EVER A SINGLE TAXER.”



