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‘lowing in “The American Dream,”

American Radicalism
Dorothy Thompson wrote the foi-

which was printed in the July is-
suie of the Ladies’ Home Journal.

“American radicalism has quite
different intellectual ang spiritual
ancestors. They are Jefferson,
Emerson, Lincoln, Thotreau, Veb-
len, Henry George and Walt Whit- |
man. The American dream is not |
the dream of the European social-
ist or syndicalists. We want nei-
ther eollectivist ownership nor the
police state, :
~ “European radiqalism wants to |
see government ‘ownership ang |
conirol of the means of produc- |
tion, and its administration in be-
half of the ‘masses. American |
radicalism, from Jefferson to Wil-
liam Allen White, wants to see dis-
tribution of ownership and the
abolition of the preletariat, with
government limited to being an
umpire. '

“Eventually we shall have to
choose between three programs:
American  reactionism, which
wants to leave things strictly as
they have been; European radical-
ism, which pushes against the
concentration of wealth with its
brogram of state socialism; and |
the American dream, ‘

“Inasmuch as none of the .
revolutions of the t{wentieth cen- |
tury have as yet succeedeq in |
making a free and decent world
for the average man, the Amer-
ican revolution, founded on Jef-

. ferson, Veblen, Henry Geong;,

control. o

and the revolutionary poetry of
Whitman, would have a great
fighting chance at the polls, if
American ‘liberals’ would start
over again with a native economic
program for liberty and equality,
instead of an imported program |
for nationalizeq wealth and pglide":

No American wants to be al
proletarian even if he can ‘dictate’ |
as a cog in the mass. He wants to |
be a free citizen, with a secure
job, earnings that he can save|
against his old age, a home of his |
own and an equal chance for his |
children, That's the Americaa
revolution, and we’d better be get-
ting on with it, lest something
else usurp it.”
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