Merging politics with religion
can bring New Light

JULIEN GROSS (right) believes that Buddhists and Georgists can
gain from cross-pollinating their beliefs

“Sensei” (older, wise guide) by his followers — stated: “As Soka

Gakkai International president, I am always thinking of how T can
create a more solid foundation for Kosen Rufu, as I visualise the future
of each country in centuries to come.”

Well, as a Georgist I wish to offer friendly advice from the depths of
my heart.

In strict religious terms, Kosen Rofu appears in the Lotus Sutra as a
commandment of the Buddha to be accomplished worldwide in the fifth
half millennium after his death, with the flow never being allowed to
cease. The literal meaning of these two words, interpreted by Nichiren
Daishonin (the Buddha of the 13th century), is the Law of Life (“The
Mystic Law”), represented by the Dai Gohonzon (the replica of the orig-
inal personal script ofthe Law of Life written by Nichiren Daishonin)
and expressed in the mantra: “Nam Myo Ho Renge Kyo” (the endless
revitalisation of each person).

So what is “the Law”™?

On this definition and its implications hinges the validity and future
of the Buddhist movement based on the Lotus Sutra. The words sporad-
ically occurring in discourses and meetings between eminent people and
Ikeda are Truth and Justice as more prosaic synonyms for Kosen Rofu,

IN HIS Beginning of the Year Guidance, Daisaku Ikeda — also called

which is going to bring about peace and happiness in the world.

But then “Truth does not hover all alone in the air of abstraction. We
must find its physical reality”. Ikeda quoted from his much valued
philosopher Karl Jasper. To Henry George, too, truth is in physical real-
ity, the Land and its “Rent”, the wealth created by society from nature.
Over the ages, the misappropriation by the few of the source and sub-
stance of life on this globe is the original “sin” — the rape of our Mother
Earth (to which Ikeda refers in most reverential terms — as our greatest
treasure). It steals the ground from the Promised Land of Happiness and
makes world peace evanescent.

Problem and Buddhism), “greed for wealth, control and power

[we would add ‘Land’] contributes to oppression and enslavement
and violent, sometimes mortal exploitation”, as well as the arbitrary
degradation of the environment. Every war has been fought for land and
its wealth.

1 am convinced that the vision of Kosen Rofu can only be achieved
by purifying the Land — our Mother Earth; this name, we believe is not
merely a literary expression but a call for the vindication of its physical
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FURT'H'ERMORE (to quote again Ikeda from The Environmental
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