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‘Human nature bsmng what 1t is, is it p0551b1e that we w111 never galn allles
until we gain a few enemies? If we stood out against capitalists, trade unlonlsts,
immigrants or people of a different race, then we would quickly find allies and..”

enemies by the thousand ‘but condemnlng the prlvate approprlatlon of 1and rent s
e often appeal ‘o 8’ vacuum. : T a 1

The trouble is that those 1nd1v1duaIs Who pooket land rent dre more dlffuse
than other groups~and consequently aré not -so ‘conspicuous.. It is often easy to
ldentlfy an immigrant by his habits, dress, etc., it -is often easy to identify -
the "boss" because h””51ts in an office; it is often easy:to, identify trade uni
ists becauSe they are militant. wBut the rec1p1ents of‘rent merge 11ke chameleons

If it is true that the way to gain allles is to galn enemies, then our task
should be to make the rent reclplents more visible, Give them a graphlc 1dent1ty
" and then perhaps our task might be easier. This can onlybe done in one way that
T am able to visuallze'~ and that is by glVlng them a crude "1abel n

‘Now "1abels" I know, are obgectlonable because they are too vague and gen- o
eralized, but they can help to focus attention. I suggest,: therefore, that the
Jabel we should tie on to rent recipients is the simple one of "owner"; and the
_abel we should give to others is the label of "renters" Divide people into

wners “and renters, and then the renters mlght soon be allles of great strength
and “influence. R ai : -

A common obJectlon to land value taxatlon e that one ‘man llVlng in:ar smaIl}'
house might have to pay the same as several living in an apartment block - We. would
argue (rlghtly) that he should; but it is extremely ‘difficult to conv1nce the

small house owner of this 1og10. 'Why not, then, ignore this manls protests, and
~nllst the ‘aid of the’ apartment dwellers? These people might. 11ke.to be1 ouse .,
OWner's themselves and w111 therefore be much ea51er to..convince. ;

Basil Butterworth (Winter 1975 Journal) obgected to a: cartoon carlcaturlng
landowners - and so it is, of course, wrong to present 1andowners as the b1g fat
‘tyrants of old, Tt could be, however, that we would gain if we set ‘the renters”
acalnst the owners. Just think of.the potential in setting: “two trade unlonlsts,
two small shopkeeprs, two house occupiers or two farmers against: eaeh other.' One .
rade unionist, for example, -could own-a house and another:could be rentlng one°;j.

one therefore could be much better off than the other - but we don't hear:mu bout
p‘ls in trade negotlatlons. One farmer, for another example, could ‘own a: far: and
axother ‘could rent one - but we don't hear much about thls ‘during prlce rev1ews;§\‘

"I am a little moré" pess1m1stlo than those who say we are making headway. Chaos
' xthe chaos Henry George predicted so. v1ﬁ1dly) is making faster headway. . Is it pos-
sible that inducing a confrontation beétween owners and renters is the way we w111
eventually change things? '
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"The most fortunate man today ié’the%backmardeOui who~omns LO acres in'Arkansas,
tas two mules, a milk cow, a few hogs, chickens and a garden, and his wife is a .
whiz at canning." - Cecil Waggoner in the Claude (Texas) News.
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