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and many others, were given in exchange for debts

due by the nation, and for the purpose of settlement

of accounts were calculated as being worth £5 per

league. Today these same lands are worth and

being sold at from £500 to £1,000 per league. The

recipients of these lands until recently, paid no taxes

on them. The tax-paying was left to those

who put a little bit of elbow grease into

the country and worked the timber or "Yerba

Mate" (a sort of tea that is very extensively con

sumed all over South America). The man who made

these lands yield anything was "fined" by taxation

whenever he produced anything for export. Under

such conditions no one can be surprised that the

exports of Paraguayan products shrunk until the pre

mium on gold reached about 1700.

At last it seems to have dawned on those ruling

the destinies of the Paraguayans that there was

some other and some better way of developing the

country than that of protecting from taxation some

200 or 300 land owners, many of whom had never

seen the country that yielded them such a rich har

vest. The legislature now seems to be determined

to protect those who live in Paraguay, whether

Paraguayans or foreigners, and to compel those

Paraguayans and shareholders in joint stock com

panies—mostly men who are, even if Paraguayans,

"too superior" to live in Paraguay, but who own

three-fourths of Paraguay—to pay their quota to the

National and Municipal outlay.

In the Brazilian State of Rio Grande do Sul, the

President, Dr. Borges de Medeiros, has openly and

with very clear reasoning signaled his conversion

to the Taxation of Land Values. For many years

the State of Rio Grande has, through its govern

ment, been struggling with the question of coloniz

ing the fertile rolling country of which this province

contains such immense areas. The President holds

office for six years. Dr. Borges de Medeiros is now

in his second term of office. His first term was cast

upon him through the death of that notable states

man, Julio de Castillo, the present President being

then Vice.

The States in Brazil, as in Canada and the U. S. A.,

have the right to make their own laws dealing with

taxation of a local nature. Dr. Borges de Medeiros

has been instrumental in placing on the statute book

of Rio Grande laws that will, spread over a term of

five or six years, gradually tranfer the forms of taxa

tion for State purposes from INDIRECT to DIRECT

taxation.

Unfortunately so far no attempt has been made

to deal with the incidence of municipal taxes. This

is to be regretted, because in that State the municipal

taxation is based upon "perhaps the worst form ever

devised by man."

Reform may, however, be looked for, for with a man

who Bees the great TRUTH as clearly as Dr. Borges

de Medeiros has shown that he does everything

is possible. If only that State were to adopt fair

and just systems of taxation for Municipal, as it has

done for State purposes, what developments we

would see, for it is one of the richest cattle-grazing

countries that exists in all South America; finely

grassed, plentifully watered; while its soil yields

most proliflcally to any work put into it with the

plow.

In Uruguay things are moving ahead steadily to

wards economic justice, thanks principally to that

prolific and exceptionally sound writer, Dr. Manuel

Herrera y Reissig. This gentleman has succeeded

in building up a group of thorough-going Single

Taxers, and aided by some of his converts the work

of convincing leading members of the legislature

has been undertaken most energetically with satis

factory results. Those who follow the trend of

affairs in these Latin Republics are looking for very

great developments in Uruguay during the current

year. Already valuations have been made setting

forth the value of the building and improvements in

a great part of the republic. The Commissnon in

charge of the work, including as it does such noted

advocates of Land Values Taxation as Drs. Mar

tinez, Villaverde and Cotello, are pushing forward

rapidly the completion of the work.

Nowhere in the world is the cost of living so high

as in Montevideo. Any change effected in striking

taxation off the necessaries of life and in reducing

the price of land would be welcomed by all but a

select few, and as the President of the country, Dr.

Battle y Ordonez, is a very thorough-going man

once he is convinced, great things are looked for

from the report of the Valuation Committee.

C. N. MACINTOSH.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

FREEDOM OF UNIVERSITY TEACHING.

A remarkable pronouncement, having a direct re

lation to democratic freedom in our institutions of

higher learning, has been recently made by the head

of the Department of Sociology in the University of

Chicago. "It is a more comfortable job," says Pro

fessor Albion W. Small, "to card-Index the past or

the present than to work on construction of the fu

ture. The bulk of American scholarship in the so

cial sciences has gravitated in the line of least re

sistance." If this were said by a plain ungraduated,

non-professional citizen, it would be either ignored

or "refuted." But it comes from One who is on the

inside, and who "knows the game." Taken in con

nection with the following from the same authority,

its bearing upon academic teaching becomes lumin

ous:

We know perfectly well that thousands of people are

flourishing without earning anything at all, and other

thousands earn various fractions of what they get. Of

course, that means so much taken indirectly from the

earnings of other people. We refuse to admit it, because

we can't see how far the admission might carry us.

Anyone who has his brains with him must sooner or

later discover that such a position is a logical and moral

stultification. Our capitalistic system is a siphon that

sucks up men's rights by a law of accelerated motion.

Simply give it time and let it alone and it would end

before very long in having every cubic inch of land, sea

and sky bonded to a clique of financiers, and then the

terms under which the rest of the human race might be

permitted to stay on the earth could be dictated In the

licenses granted at their own price by the syndicate.

LOUIS WALL.IS.
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When warriors cease being honored, the world

will be well on the way toward peace.—H. W. O.


