space as unified wholes, which has been possible be-
cause of the cooperative approach based on sharing
The right to alienate land split
up societies, creating classes with distinct experiences
which could not identify with each other.
suing disharmony is more than just a danger for the
social and political future: it also constitutes a serious

material resources.

threat to man's genetic future.

The en-

risk of repeating ourselves, we emphasise that man’s
genetically-based territorial behaviour, and the cul-
tural variants which he developed in sympathy with
it, have ensured both internal (social) and external
(ecological) harmony. The anti-evolutionary switch
to individual ownership certainly simplified the struc-
ture of rights; but it also struck a deadly blow at the

foundation principles of human societies.

The European interpretation of the evidence of L AR Vinogradov, The Ait Ndhir of Morocco, Michigan U.P.,
territoriality blocks any attempt at deriving the cru- 2. A. Sharman, Land Tenure and ‘room for manoeuvre’, in:

cial lessons about the role played by group property 3. W.
rights in integrating human social systems.

BILLIONAIRE AND THE
PROPERTY TAX
Joseph Zashin

A CLASSIC story by Leo Tolstoy

asks the question—how much
land does a man need. It tells of
a peasant struggling to earn a liv-
ing on a tiny plot. One day, he
receives a most amazing offer. All
the land he can traverse in one
day—from sunrise to sunset—will
be his. Determined not to waste
a precious minute, he is up before
the first rays of the sun appear in
the east. He sets out at a rapid
pace. The day wears on as he
walks acre after acre. He con-
tinues his steady march. The sun
gets hotter. He is covered with
sweat. He loosens his collar, and
goes on and on. Daylight wanes
as evening approaches. He hurries
along to get as many more of the
acres before the sun sets. He
presses forward despite his fatigue.
As the sun sinks in the west, he,
too, sinks to the ground. Ex-
hausted, he expires. All of his tre-
mendous effort has been in wvain.
All the land he needs now is the
six feet to be buried in.

This story came to mind with
the news of the death of Howard
Hughes. A strange man of tre-
mendous wealth. What are his
holdings and in how many com-
munities? Surely, the tax collec-
tor will be on hand. In Tucson, it
is known that when he set up his
Hughes Plant here in the early
50's, he purchased considerable
desert land—some 20,000 acres or
so—at what was then a good price
for local sellers—$100 an acre.

In the twenty-five years since,
this land has lain fallow except for
a small part sold in the last few
years. It is a tiny part of the
vaunted Hughes fortune, managed
by one Summa Corporation, a
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Cheice and Change (ed: ]. Davis), Athlone Press, 1974.

At the

group of his executives. Local folk
may have wondered why these
acres have remained largely un-
used. Tucson has had spectacular
growth, one of the fastest develop-
ing cities in the U.S. It expanded
north and east and west. Only
in the southerly direction in which
the Hughes acres are, the area has
not developed. And the few par-
cels that were sold brought huge
prices—some at 40 times the origi-
nal cost.

One local news story pointed
out that this acreage represented
almost 25 per cent of the total
area of the City of Tucson. How
inquisitive are the reporters, offi-
cials and taxpayers? How much
property tax has this huge acreage
been paying, or not paying all these
years? Has this land been assessed
at its full cash value—the price it
commands in the market place?
What has been sold, was to very
knowledgeable builders and realty
developers, and to the State of
Arizona and Pima County as well.
Is it a fact that the taxpayers of
the community actually subsidized
the billionaire by permitting the
land to be grossly underassessed,
in disregard of Arizona statutes?

Well, Howard Hughes is gone.
What if the land had been assessed
according to State law, had paid
its proper share of taxes, and the
community had received the addi-
tional revenue to help pay for the
improvements needed for its
growth? How much of a strain
would this have been on Hughes
or the Summa Corporation?
Wouldn't this have made the
acreage even more valuable? Don’t
so-called smart operators see this?

It's an old story, very old—and
widespread and worldwide, in fact.
A pity. It deprives the peasants,
the poor, the ambitious, the hard-
working of opportunities to put

D. Hamilton,

Innate Social Aptitudes of Man: an

Approach from Evolutionary Genetics, in Biosocial Anthro-
pology (ed: R. Fox), Malaby Press, 1975.

Mother Earth to work to satisfy
human needs. It holds valuable
land out of production—for specu-
lative purposes. The only defence
a community has against this is
its power to assess it for tax pur-
poses. When it fails to exercise
this it fails in a basic public trust.
Such neglect permits the price of
land to rise higher and faster than
almost all other factors, giving im-
petus to inflation, and exacting a
heavy toll from all. The land, in-
stead of being a beneficent Mother
Earth for all her children, becomes
an instrument of distortion and in-
equity.

Somehow, the story always has
the same ending—six feet, or six
and a half feet for a big guy.

PRICE RESTRAINT
ON ITS HEAD

A CTION aimed at providing pro-

tection for British companies
against unfair foreign competition
was announced by Mr. Dell's
Trade Department recently.

The department found that four
complaints about goods being sold
at artificially low prices in the
British market were justified and
imposed anti-dumping measures.
ladies” raincoats being imported
laidies’ raincoats being imported
from Hongkong at less than £10
and selling in the shops at between
£18 and £20. A provisional duty
of between 50p and £1 has been

fixed on alarm clocks imported
from China, Hungary, Poland,
Rumania and Russia. A 55p per

kilogram duty on saccharin is to
remain.

A Japanese exporter of colour
offset printing presses was also
found “guilty” of dumping his
machines in Britain, but no action
is to be taken because he has pro-
mised to raise his prices.
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